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PRLEFACE

Tar Essays contained in this Second Series
were written with the same purpose us  those
which have been already published, and on the same
plan.  They are leetnres, i which it has been my
ohject to stale the soclal fucts of the time in which
the ndividoal, whose Listory 1@ handled, took part
in public lmsincss. Henee, as before, encli pereon iz
introduecd to my reader with p preliiory secount of
certain circumstances which imfluenced society al the
fime.

Thyiee of 1he men whoee place in histery I have
attempted Lo expound were ecelesiastivs. Dut I have
not relerred, excepd in @0 for as it was necessary for
me to do &0, to the theological tenetz which they
entertained. Two of these ecclesingtios were notably
political clergvmen; by which 1 mean, that they
used the aulhority of their function in order te
disgeminate or enforce their political theories. The
third was ounly historieally o clergyman, for the
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greater part of his publie life was justified on the
protest which he energetically and perpetually made
—that his clerteal antecedents did not extinguish
his eivil rights.  1hs protest was disregarded and
rebutted, and, in my apinion, with the most important
and deasive consequences.  The eareer of Wilkes as
closely conmected with that of Horne Tooke, and,
in many parlbiculars, is in marked contrast to it

My reader will {ind that T have consulted the
comtnon eourees of information for the history of
three smong the subjects comprised 1o this series,
But I may perhups say. that (hough 1 have used
the Chronicles, and such comments on the works and
life of Wiklif us have been published, my researches
into the social life of Englishuen during the four-
teenth centnry have supplicd me with some advan-
tages lor dealing with the times of the great English
Reformor,

JAMES E. TITOROLD ROGERS.

Oxronn, Jeecmlar 23, 180y,
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