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PREYALCE.

“ Forg-rokg,” thoogh a ternn that will not be found m
our standard dictionaries, from Johoson down o Webster,
is nevertheless simply 4 modern combination of two
gennine old Enghish words—Fofe, the folk, the people,
“ the common people;” and Ldr, Laer, Lore, learning,
doctrine, precept, law,  Tn the eatlier days of our English
tongue, folk-land, folk-gemote, folk-right, &c., were terms
in commuon use, and amengst this class of compound words
our tore-clders had fofi-fure, by which they denoted plain,
stmple teaching suited for the people, what we should now
call “ popular instruction,” and henece folb-lare also meant
a sermon.  Folk-Lore, inits presenc signitication—ane for
its general acceptance we are largely indebted to the
Editor of that valuable periodical Nofes and Queries,—
means the notions of the folk or people, tfrom childbood
apwards, especially their superstitious beliefs and practices,
as these have been handed down from gencration 1o genera-
tion, in popudar traditien and tale, thyme, proverh, or say-
ing, and it 35 well termed Folk-Lore in contradistinetion to
book-lore or scholastic learning. It is the nalearned
people's inheritance of tradition from their ancestors, the
modern reflection of ancient faith and wsage. This Folk-
Lore has not been wholly without record in our literature,
Hone in his dl?]]gh[ﬁﬂ Every-Luy Baook, Year Book, and
Tatle Book, has preserved many a choice bit of England’s
Folk-Lore ;5 and his example has been ably tollowed in
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Climbers's Bood of Doys, Brand's Popadar Adudiguitics,
Aubrey's Miseeltunivs, Allies Antiguitics awid Foll-Lore of
I wreestersiire, aned ather ke works, have noted down fig
the information and amusement of futorne generations
prevalent superstitions, aud popular customs and nsages of
the ijwaljh_- in p:u'i]!‘.u!ﬂr diziriets, during o pas age, aned ol
the present time, But the greatest and best depository and
record of the Folk-Lore of virious nadons 1= (e exeellent
periodical Nofey ond Quevies, from which a charming e
volume entitled © Chaoice Nodes from Noles and Quieries,
Fadh-Lare,” was compiled sud published i 1850,

But Lancashire has hitherto been without adeqguate re-

cord, at least in a collected form, of its Folk-Lore. This
has not been because of any lack of such lore. Tl
North of England generally, and Lancashire in particular,
is remarkably rich in this respect, Possessed and peopled
in succession by the Celis of ancienl Brtain, by il
Angles and other Teotonic peaples, by the Scandinavian
races, and by Norman and other foreign scttlers at carly
periods,—the result ot the respective contributions of these
varions peoples is necessarily o large mass of traditionary
lore.  ‘I'o bring this together and prescot it in a collected
form is the object of this littde volume,  Tts editors have
been long engaged, apart,—distinetly, and indepen-
dently of each other,—in collecting particulars of the
superstitions in belief and  practice, and of the peculiar
customs and wsages of the people of Lancashire.  One of
them, bom in one of its rural districts, still rich in these
respeets, is thus enabled to remember and (o preserve many
of those customs and usages of his childhood and youth,
now rapidly passing into decay, if not oblivion, The other,
conversant from his carliest remembranees with the Folk-
Lore of East Yorkshive, and with that of Lancashire for
the last thirty-tive years, is thus enabled to compare the
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costoms and vsages of both, and to recognise the same
essential superstition ander stighedy ditferent forms,  Sinui-
larity of pursait baving led to persenal communication,
the Editors agreed to combine their respeetive collections ;
and hence the present volume. They do net pretend
herein o have exhawsied the whele range of Lanca-
shire Folk-Lore ; but simply to have seized on the more
salient features of its superstitious side, and those of” popular
custom and wsage.  Part I, comprises notices of a great
number of supuerstitions beliefs and practices, Dart IL.
treats of various local customs and usages, at particular
seasons of the year; during the great fesuvals of the church ;
those connected with birch and baptism ; betrothal and
wedding; dying, death-bed, and funcral eustoms; as well
as manorial and feadal tenures, services, and usagres.

Should the present volume hod favour and aceeptance,
its Editors may venture beveafter to offer another, cme
bracing the fertile and interesting subjects of popular
pageants, maskings and mnmuings, rushbearings, wakes
and fairs, out-door sports and gimes ; punishiments, legal
and popular; legends and traditions; proverbs, popular
sayings and similes ; folk-rhymes, sc. &c.

September, 18060

But for unavoidable delay, consequent on the prepara-
tion of a large-paper edition, this volume would have
been published prior ro * Notes on the Folk-Lore of the
Northern Counties of England and the Borders,” by Wm.
Henderson.  As that work has appeared, it may be as
well to state that, notwithstanding similarity of subject,
the two books do not clash,  Mr, Hendersonw'’s work re-
lates chiefly 1o the thiee nocth-casiern counties,—North-
wberland, Durbann, amd Yorkshive,—with large notices
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not only of the Scottish borders, butol Scotlind generally,
and many details as to Devonshire folk-lore. 1 notices
of Cumberland and Westmoreland are fewer than of the
three connties first named ; and Laoscashire is only two or
three times incidentally mentioned.  The ficld of this
county palatine is therefore left tree for the present volume.

Junuary, 1867.



CONTENTS,

PART 1,
SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES.
raGh
Introduction . . T T E E T 1
Lancashire Alchemists . . . . . . OR o ow o e e B9

Lancashire Asteologess » « . & 0w o 0 o o 0 . . . . 33
Bells . . . . R TR |

Beal-tine or Be]tanc Fnrﬁ Hr‘lu.\. ot B.;a] ".'v Ulbhlp i TELec e 4L
Bogeares, Ghosts, and Hd.ul.'ltbd Plices A o4 aa a4
Boggart Hole C]uugh Wi © e ot G gE . O
Boggars or Ghosts in 014 Hal.lq foa i BLoa B G e ah B
Flowse Bograrts, or Labouring Goblins . . . . . . . . . &h
Hornby Parle Mistress and Margaret Brackin . . . . . . . &g
Bogmarts in the Ninewenth Century . . . . . . . . . |, 61
CHARMS AND SPELLS.

Charms and Spells pgaing Bvil Beings . . tz
A Charm, writeen in Cypher, agaiosg “]tq,}u:mfc 411:_1 E:. il '%p:rm O3
The Crow Churm and the Lady-bird Charsn ., . ., . . o
Pimpernel . . e v oy ome g 71
The Mountan "'LLJ!, ur w |-;,ku1 or Wirzen Tree . . o e ow N2
Charms to Curc Sickncss, Wooods, Cartle Disternper, ete. . ., %

Charms for the Toothache . . o . . .+ . . . B
Vervain, for Wounds, etee © . . . ., . . . . ., . 56
Charms to Stop Blesding . .« o« o o o . oL L ny
Touching for the King’s Evil . . . . . . . . . . . . 77
Cures for Warts . . v ww a e mow ow s HB
Cure for Hydrocephalus in Cﬁttl\.. i i s R e & 5O
Cattle Disorders,—The Shrew Tree in Camforth. . . . . L
Charms for Agae., . . . . ¢ & 4 w. s = Ba
Stinging of Nettles . . . . . « « & 4 & + « « . Bo
Jaundice . . ' 8o
Ta Procure Sleep by C-"ld:l'l. m;_.. th:: Dmxl:lon c-f the Bed . 8o

THE DEVIL, DEMONS, &c.

Ehe Bl o G fow w0 A ER M R oW m oW oS 0w oo R
Haising the Devil o . SRR R - 1
The Devil and the :34.|I'i!'l.ll-11ld.‘--.r-l dl. E.Utl-.tfhdl‘t‘l .o . . . ARz

Maddiek & O 0l N A TS T T Y S e v e o Ba



