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FOREWORD

In the achool life of the child, the Second Reader stage should
be & period of steady and rapid growth in power; this is the
key-note of the Horace Mann Second Reader. Its contents
have been carefully graded both as to difficulties of language
and of meaning, It includes oumnlative pieces that well-nigh
read themselves ; stories for straight-away reading, in which the
new words are few and emsy; a voeabulary consisting largely
of phonic words; and a nice adjustment of phonic exercises
, whereby the children master new phonic words before, but only
just before, the lessons in which they first occur.

Moreover, in common with the preceding books of the Series,
the Second Reader avoids hindrances to progress; treats phonio
work as a means, not as an end; aims to avoid over-snalysis,
the excessive use of diacritical marks, and the fatal substitution
of word-getting for true reading.

The form of literature best adapted to the Second Reader
stage is, as every one agrees, the story. This may be either
prose or poetry; shert or long; fable, anecdote, or fairy tale;
~ fact or faney; but it must be a well-knit whole with its parts
in due relation; and it must be a true, vivid, and interesting
picture of life, —life as it appears, or should appear, to the
eyes of childhood. Tt is of such stories that the reading mate-
rial in this book chiefty consists,

Stories of this kind are in the highest degree educative; they
give to the child that sense of completeness and orderly con-
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tinuity which no other form oan at this stage supply ; they give
a widening view of the world to these whose outlook would
otherwise be narrow and mean; they not only give pleasure
and win to a love of reading, but they waken that feeling of
wonder which is the beginning of culture, enrich imagination,
form judgment and taste, arouse emction, and play upon the
will; in a word, they promote that vital interest and that
sustained self-activity whereby alone progress is posaible.

The selection entitled «The Strongest,” from Joel Chandler
Harrig's * Little Mr. Thimblefinger and his Queer Country,”
and the poems *Daisies” and *The Snow-bird” by Frank
Dempster Sherman sre used by permission of, and special
arrangement with, Houghton Mifflin Company, publishers of
their works. '

Acknowledgments are also due to the following authors and
publishers for kind permission to use copyrighted material: to
Margaret Johnson for “ Around and Around”; to Kate L.
Brown for “The Little Seed™; to John Kendrick Baﬁg&
for «The Elf-man”; to Gelett Burgess for + A Goop Party ™3
to Clinton Seollard for * Bobolink,” from his “A Boy's
Book of Rhymes"”; to the Bobbs-Merrill Company for “The
Fire Pig,” from “ZLazarre,” by Mary Hartwell Catherwood ;
to Small, Maynard & Company for “The Sguirrel” and
“The Boot and the Shoe and the Slipper,” both by John B.
Tabb; to Little, Brown & Company for * The Cooky,” from
*The Gelden Windows"” (copyright, 1903), by Laura E.
Richards; to Dana Fates & Company for © Jamie's Lesson,”
by Laura E. Richards.
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