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FOREWORD.

One day about the middle of the monih of May,
1898, looking round an old bookstall in Leith Walk,
Williamson's by name, I chanced on o bundle of odds
and ends marked af the low price of twopence, and
from o cursery ezamination of the bundle, thinking
# might condain something of inderest, T became the
possessor.  Afier making another purchase ¥ hied
me to my working den o weed the lof, and as it hap-
pened T consigned most of the twopence worth to the
waste paper, including a copy of the Buperior Printer,
printed and published somewhete in America, and I
thought I was done with superior printing, buf af 8
leisurely momend, a few days efter, on passing the
waste box, thie Superior Printer again cought my
eye, and I looked over ite pages more carefully than
before, when behold an extraci on "Reading Prini-
ers,” from a magagine ¢alled The Ink Fiend, came
indo view, and, glancing over the paragraf, the name
of my fulure correspondent, the prinfer of thess
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sheels, atiracted my notice. [ read the extract and—
well, there was something about the sentences ond
matter which struck me, so dhat I made up my mind
to wrete Mn. H. K. Bogs, whose name I had stumbled
on in this manner, For this purpose I rolled up the
sheet, indending fo lake ¢ home and have another
loek over it previous to writing. On the waoy home,
when calling for my monthly magazine, I handed my
sugperior prinied ireasure to the shapgirl to be rolled
up therewtth ; buf alas, on arriving home I found the
precious sheel had alipped ouf of the roll by the way,
and wae now lost io me, 8o thers was nothing left
for me but to drow on my memory for the facts
slaled in my post-card ae prinfed of page 9 of this
volume.

Such is the Ristory of my inibistory steps fo the
following imperfect leflers of mins, pul togefhor al
spare nlervals, and begun withoul any inteniion of
publication, And, alihough rather boladed, I desire
to thank the postoffice officials at Chicago for their
courtesy in forwording my post-card fo Mn. Jawms
W. Tuener; to whom my thanks are aleo due for
fransmsfiing # fo my friend. I alpo return thanks
to all those whe, though nof numerous, have Kindly
furnished me with replies fo my engquiries concern-
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ing the name and ils hearers, or who have given infor-
mation about kindred mallers.

For the satisfaction of the curious wilk reforence
to the diustrations, I may soy fhat my great-grand-
Father's signadure, at page 25, it from the subscribed
copy of the Solemn League and Jovenand, preserved
in Queen Ann Street Church, Dunfermiline, of which
ks was ons of the original members, and where he
flled the office of & deacon for obouf twelve years.
And the ofher zincogrefs are from drawings by me,
unless otherwise mendioned; they are left in oulline
to ba coloured by hand if the possessor 18 8o inclinad.

Edinburgh. W.GB.

PREFATORY.

The origination of this book 4z well fold by M=
Winrrax Grarmax Boss sn kis “Foreword.” When
I began the prinfing of these lelters it was with the
expectation that they would make o pamgfef of forly
or fifty pages, and that they might be of inderest to
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the small number of members of the Boss Fauriy of
whom I then knew. The work, however, has exceeded
my antisipations and grown into o book, and the dis-
covery has been made thot the Bosses are much more
numerous, wn oll ports of this country, ot least, than
I had eny idee of.

In the preparafion of my part of this book I have
been hampered by the indiffarence of many of whom
I have soughl information, who hove uiterly neg-
lected to reply te my letiers, and by the ignoronce of
many others whe have never known, or have failed o
remember, much of the fomily history. Iack of pe-
cunigry means has prevenied my having researches
made in lbrarics and public offices in various parts
of the country; and I have bean forced {o content my-
2clf with such informofion os I. could oblain from
meager sources.

If the present volume de successful in awakening
o proper inferest in the subject, and in making re-
turna for the money I have expended wpon i, it will
be followed by one or more other volumes, which
ts hoped will be of entercst and value, and, possibly,
result in tracing the history of the families of the
three brothers who, I am persuaded, were the firsl of
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the name to seftle in thig counlry, and in finding
many of their descendanis of the present doy.

To those who have answered my guerics, to many
others who have nided by suggesting possible sources
of information, end especiglly fo M Wrirriaum
Gramam Boss, who has coniribubed so much o thir
book, I return my hearty thanks.

HR.E




