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FiIGURATIVE Uses OF ANIMAL NAMES
IN LATIN.

Of some seven hundred names of animals® found in
Harper's Latin Lexicon, about one-third are used in sig-
nifications more or less figurative. This seems a large
proportion, but the list is far more imposing when we con-
sider that metaphorically the names of animals are capable
of more than one interpretation, attracting to themselves a
train of kindred ideas and suggestions whereby language
is progressively enriched, an enrichment to which there is
hardly a limit. The list becomes even more impressive when
we realize that from these names there are formed adjec-
tives, verbs, and even adverbs. Furthermore, an animal
name may become a prefix, as Bov- and éwmwo- in Greek.®

Not content with representing the vices and virtues of
human beings by animal names, writers of comedy and
satire further ridiculed the acts of men by the use of verbs
which were strictly appropriate to animals alone®* Again,
allusions to an animal may be present in extenso without
any mention of the animal®

A glance at Murray's New English Dictionary uvnder
the caption deg, cat, horse, etc., will reveal in some meas-
ure the extent of the field of this phenomenon in English.

! The word animal is nsed in the Latin sense.

* Bulimum CGraeci magnam famem dicunt, adsneti magnis et amplis rebus
prasponsre fow, a magnitndine scilicet Iwns. Hinc est, quod grandss
pueros  Fotwadlay pptnlnl, et mariscam ficum Sodowcor, Paul. Fest. p. 32
Mall, Cf. Varro Rust,ii, 5, 4; also the Eaglish use of horse, bull, elephant,
to denote hogeness, sirength, loudness, coarseness, as seen in horse-lough,
horse-metile, Borre-play, horse-ont, korse-sense, bull-frog, buil-fiddle, ele-
#hani-folio.

'C:‘!O::nu . sibilent, Plaut. Merc. 407 ; Omnis plateas perreptavi, Plant,
Amph, 10113 Nostras aedis arietat, Plzut, Truc, 256,

;_Ef Vergil's figure of winds chafing like steeds at the barriers, den, i,
52-03.
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The citation of a few examples like blackbird-brig, denkey-
engine, alligator-wrench, caterpillar-traction-engine, grass-
hopper-connecting-rod will show the flexibility of the Eng-
lish language in the transfer of animal names to mechanical
devices and contrivances. Its freedom in other fields is
quite as pronounced.®

It is interesting to try to ascertain the causes for such
freedom and scope in the transferred uses of animal names.
Primitive man must have been curious about all phenomena
of pature. Probably nothing in his usual round of activ-
ities attracted and engrossed his attention so much as the
multitudinous manifestations of animal life thronging the
air, roaming the fields, and swimming the streams. Even
had he not been curious, necessity, stern and inexorable,
would soon have compelled him to form an acquaintance
with them.

For food and sustenance he was dependent in large meas-
ure upon them. To capture them he had to learn their
habits and haunts. The more intimate he became with
their traits, the better could he provide himself with food,
the better could he safeguard his own life. His knowledge
of the animal world he purchased at his own expense. By
bitter experience he learned which was the dangerous end
of a snake or scorpion, which set of extremities of the
panther or wild ass it was advisable to avoid. He found
out which beasts were best for the spit, and which it was
judicious to leave in their own domain,

His clear vision and keen hearing were instinctively exer-
cised in the detection of possible danger, chiefly from the
animal world, His hand and brain were busied in fashion-
ing weapons and devices to capture his prey or defend his
own life,. He had a real and living acquaintance with the
manifold animals about him, he recognized their distin-
guishing calls and cries, he knew their characteristic ac-
tions, manners, traits, and dispositions, he located with
ease the favorite retreat of the wild beast,

* SBee Greeoough and Kittredge, Words and their Wayr in English Speech,
361 #., Words from the Namer of Animals,

'




3

He found it both convenient and necessary to designate
the various creatures he hunted, whose capture was so essen-
tial to him. His interest in the animal world is attested by
the large number of onomatopoetic animal names, and
verbs representing their cries.”

For better protection against man and beast, he allied
himself with other men. The clan or tribe was formed.
He found greater need of a more extensive medium of com-
munication. He groped about for greater freedom and
fulness of expression. He drew upon the resources nearest
at hand, the things with which he was by force of cir-
cumstances most familiar. He called a man a deer because
he was fleet, a sheep because he was timid, a fox because
he was sly. The terms might persist and become personal
names,® or even designate a nation.®

In his opinion the animals were capable of communicat-
ing and reasoning.'® He attributed to them various pow-
ers of prognostication.” He endowed parts of their bodies
with magical remedial powers.!* He went so far as to
deify them.'® The most savage animal might be accepted
by a tribe of men as a totem and thereafter be developed
into a god.**

Not content with fables and myths about well-known
animals,’® he fashioned from his own imagination beasts
of fantastic shape®

He forsook his hunting and nomadic life for agricultural
pursuits. His observation of the animal world became
keener, if possible. It tock a long search to find beasts

.mi ‘l‘:::'ﬂ"’nvj:rﬁnl, ;ﬁmjh::tumllmmpgk NME..Q:E.?, hetu: "
En ish me, Foxz, etc.; Indian Big Bear, Howk Eye, etc.
B, Pind. O, 6. 153
"thlhly the conversation between Achilles and his horse Xanthas (7L

40B sgq.) is & reminiscence of the naive primitive times.
x.'.:& ini f té of

le Nat, viii, 28, 43 (r0z-103).

¥ Plin, Naf, xxx, treutn of remedies derived from various animals.

= Lyt~ oy of Zdpoe fesdr dvbufor, Xen. Angh. i, 4. 9. Cf. also Ov.
Fn.f-, i, 471 sqq.

“ A Lang, The Secret of the Tatem.

™ Cf. Gubernstis, Zoological Mythology. Cf. also, Aesop, Phasdrus,

Hyginus, Babrius, etc.

Cetitaur, umicorn, stc,
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suitable for domestication; and in making them docile and
tractable, he had bitter trials and discouraging experiences.

The domestic animal was his friend, or even his kin.
The tribal blood flowed in its veins. Ewen the god him-
self was at times an ox or a sheep. The slaughter of an
ox was buphonia, or ' ox-murder.’ The habit of slaughter-
ing animals and eating flesh was considered a departure
from the laws of primitive piety.}”

His dependence upon the animal kingdom was contin-
ually becoming more varied, if not more pronounced, not
merely as one of his sources of food supply and for draught
purposes, but for the necessaries, conveniences, weapons,
and even the meager luxuries that could be produced from
fur, bone, and hide.

Civilization advanced, man’s horizon broadened, his mind
unfolded, but still his life was closely connected with the
animal kingdom. Signa ex avibus, signa ex guadrupedi-
&us, and auspicia pullaria played an important part in his
existence, Birds and beasts became, as it were, eponymous
heroes'® Vultures flying over seven low-lying hills de-
termined the founder of an empire,'® the cackling of geese
saved a city,® the #ripudium of chickens influenced the con-
duct of the general,® the quivering of entrails and the
action of bird and beast decided policies of state.?® Animal
sacrifices appeased the anger of heaven.

In countless ways human existence was linked with that
of the animal kingdom, and thus it is not at all strange that
animal names played so large a role in the development of
man's linguistic resources.

T Lectare vill, in ‘W, Robertson Smith, The Religion of the Semites. Cf.
Murray, The Rise of the Greek Epic, p. 59 sg. Cf. also Varro, Rust. il,
5, 3: Hie (tanrus) socios hominum in rustico opere et Cereris minister, ab
h:w. antiqui manus ita abstineri voloeront, ut capife sanxerint si quis peci-
dlf'm:‘?irpﬁ-i from the 'gidam of the kirgus ‘wolf Strabo v, 4, 13;
Pi;c’{::: ifrc;lmIthu of ficwr ° woodpecker,! id. v, 4, 2.

*1d .')' ";Il .4-

B1d, x, 40, 5-6.
ls"%ni (rex Deiotarus) nihil umquam nisi suspicato gerit. Cie. Die. i,
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Much homely wisdom and many shrewd observations on
life were stored up in animal proverbs.** Profert cornua
vultur,® ‘the vulture grows horns,’ represented the impos-
sible; piscari in aére,®™ ‘to fish in air,’ signified the use-
less; lupo agnum eripere,® 'to rescue the lamb from the
wolf,' typified the difficult.

Dentes canini were used in eating; the door of a mistress
was subjected to a vigorous ariclatio; semecius cervina de-
noted longevity.

The farmer supported his vines with cervi, the architect
planned a testudo, the surgeon operated with a corvus, the
veterinarian treated a ranwsla, the soldier shot with a seorpio,
the infantryman rallied round an agquila. an #rsa roamed
the heavens, the gambler threw a canis, the lover called
his sweetheart passer, the botanist searched for a dracon-
tium, the jeweler prized a chelidonia gemma. A new spe-
cies of fish was observed, it grunted, it became the porcus
marinus; the unfamiliar elephant was called Luca bovis, 37
camelopardalis®™® visualized prominent phases of two ani-
mals better known.

Christianity made its advent. Agnus signified the Mas-
ter, Draco, the Devil, phoenix, the resurrection, Iyfis, the
new religion.

The absence of the figurative and derived uses of ani-
mal names would seriously impair the resources of a lan-
guage. Each animal has some distinguishing trait, so that
the satirist is provided with a full quiver from which to
shoot the shafts of ridicule, the comic poet with a perennial
fount from which to draw 2 supply of humor. A slight
index of the loss incident to the exclusion from Latin of
derived uses of animal names may be obtained by trying

®Cf. Genthe, Epirtula de proverbiis Romanorum ad awimalium naturam
pertinentibus; Sylvio Kéhler, Dar Tierleben im Sprickwort der Griechen
und Rémer; A. Otto, Die Sprickwirter und sprickwérilichen Redenravien
der Rdmer, Dar Tierreich, p. 384 #qq.

M Cland. xviii, 352

 Plant. Arin. 99
*® Plaut. Poen. 776
" Naevius ap. Varro, Ling, vii, 39

™. .. quod erat figura ut camelus, ‘masulis ot panthera; Varro, Ling. v,
00,



