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INTRODUCTION

A LARGE reprint from the Edinburgh Medical Jowrnal
of my presideniial address to the Harveian Society
in April 1800, entitled *Dr. John Brown: Mis Tife
and Work, with Narrative Sketches of Syme in the
Old Minto House Hospital and Dispensary Days,’
having been cxpended among town and country
members of that Society, a few other medieal men,
and old friends of the late Professor Syme and Dr,
John Brown, I have been indueed by its favourable
reception and at the suggestion of many friends to
reproduce it more as a biographical sketch of Dr.
Brown. To this end much new matter has been
introduced, while the bulk of what appeared in the
original paper relating to Mr. Syme has been tranms-
ferred to an Appendix.



viii INTRODUCTION

Shortly after Dr. Brown’s removal from our widst,
several touching In Memoriam notices appeared in
the newspapers of the day ; and subsequently articles
in some of the monthlies—namely, an obituary
notice in the Edinburgh Medical Jowrnal of June
1882; a highly artistic sketch by Mr. Andrew Lang
in the Century Mlustrated Monthly Magazine in
Deeember 1882;1 an erndite article by Professor
Masson in Macrvillun's Magezineg of Febroary 1885 ;2
a short but lively paper in 1887 by Miss (. T. Ross; a
bright and loving * Outline’ in 1889 by Miss E T.
M‘Laren :* and in the rceont January and February
numabers of the United FPresbyterion Magozine o
clever and discriminating article by Robert Richard-
son, B.A.  But notwithstanding these various some-
what frammentary productions, I ain aware that thero
is a call by many who ardently admired and loved
*Dr, Jolin and a strong desire felt by others who
have known him only from his writings or name,
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INTRODUCTION ix

to have an extended memoir, from which they
might learn more about him. 1 am well aware
that the difficulties in undertaking satisfactorily
sich a task nre great ; but inspired by long familiar
aequaintance with Dr. Brown, and an intimate know-
ledge and sympathetic appreciation of his character
and work, I bhave endeavoured in the following
pages to do my best. In this effort I have chosen,
by quotations from his published papers and private
correspondence now before me, and from varied
reminiseences, to make him to a large extent lis
own biographer, thus presenting to the reader a
trucr ideal of the man than could be econveyed
by any amount of editorial description, ecriticism,
or literary embellishment.

The occasion when the address or ‘oration' was
delivered was the one hundred and eighth Festival
of the Harveian Society of Edinburgh, when 1 held
the honoured position of ite President, Then, instead
of attempting to dress up in a new parb the well
ehronicled facts connected with the illustrious Willinin
Harvey! his great discovery of the cireulation of the
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blood, or the times in which he lived, or attempting
anything on the lines of scientific research, I chose, in
accordance with the spirit of Harvey's will, to dis-
course on those of professional reminiscence and
biography, With that intent I selected the me-
mories of James Syme, the distinguished surgeon and
teacher, and John Brown, the popular writer and
beloved physician: and in the accomplishment of
that desien T naturally had much to say of their
relations to each other and to myself during the im-
portant period of our lives—fromn 1828 to 1852—when
Minto House existed, first as a surgieal hospital and
dispensary, and afterwards as a private maison de
stnté, and a public dispensary,

Many of the Harveinns present on the oceasion of
the Festival were only boys at school in 1870, when
Syme died ; a larger number were unborn in 1543,
the end of his first decade as Professor of Ulinieal
Surgery in the University of Edinburgh; and only
one besides myself, namely, Sir Dounglas Maclagan,
was then present who knew anything of Mr. Syme
or John Brown in the early days of Minto Houso

Surgical Hospital. 1 eonsidered, therefore, that it




