BENARES: THE SACRED
CITY; SKETCHES OF HINDU
LIFE AND RELIGION



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649119172

Benares: the sacred city; sketches of Hindu life and religion by E. B. Havell

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



E. B. HAVELL

BENARES: THE SACRED
CITY; SKETCHES OF HINDU
LIFE AND RELIGION

ﬁTrieste






[mueniry m oaeerper & wdoafooyd o mog)
(b afied] pyHD WHENHVIINY N




BENARES

THE SACRED CITY

SKETCHES OF HINDU LIFE
AND RELIGION

8 BY
E. B/ HAVELL, ARCA,

LATE PRINCITAL OF THL GOVERNMENT SCHGIL OF ART, CALCUTTA

FEath neeciy Filstrations

SECOND EDiTION
566K

A 7 53

LONDON: W. THACKER & CO, 2, CREED LANIE, E
CALCUTTA & SIMLA: THACKER, SPINK & CO.



LI
FRINTET WY WILLIAM CLUWES ANM SONE, LIMITELD,
KT STETAT, STAMMURININEED, SE, A¥N CREAT WiNuiLL L STHEET, W,



PREFACE

It is, perhaps, because Benares is not forhidden, that such
a mine of human interest, and one of the moest extraordinary
citics of the Fast, is now probably less known to most Enrs-
peans than Lhasa Iven of the Luropeans who have seen
Benarcs, fow have any adequate conception of the ideas and
beliefs which many millions of our fellow-subjects associate
with it.  Few, indeed, have cither the time or the inclination
to read through the incressing accumulation of very solid
literatore which deals with the philosophic side of Hinduism;
and the more popular missionary accounts (with our national
tendency to underrate the enemy's strength) generally wake
the mistake of representing all Hinduism as a mass of des
rrraded superstitions and idolatry, only held together by the
profound igmoranee and backwardness of the Indian people

These sketches are not offered as a contribution W oriental
scholarship, or to religious controversy, but as an attempt to
give an intelligible outline of Hindu ideas and religious prac-
tices, and especially as a presentation of the imaginative and
artistic side of Indian religions, which can be ohserved at few
places so well as in the sacred city and its neighbourhood—
the birthplace of Buddhism and of one of the principal sects
of Hinduism.

The illustrations have been, for the most part, specially
prepared to clucidate the text, and include some of the re-
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vi BENARES, THE S5ACRER CITY

markahble discoverios made this yvear at Sarmath, They will,
it is hopod, give some idea of the wonderful artistic wealth
of Benares life, and at the same time be maore instructive than
those of ordinary books of travel,

The authorities consulted includs Sherring's Sared City of
fhe Mindus, The Life and Teiwes of Svi Sanbavackharya, by
C. Krishnasami Aiyvar; and the works of Barth, Beal, Sylvain
Lévi, Rhys Davids, Monier Williams, Max Maller, Taylor,
and many others, My acknowledgments are doe to Messrs.
E. ). Lazarus & Co, of Benares, for permission to use
Mr, Ralph Griffiths' translation of the Rig-Veda; and to
Messrs, Som Brothers, Calcutta, for extracts from Pandic
Tattvabhushan's translations of the Upanishads.

[ am indebted to H.H. the Maharajah of Benares and stafl
for much courteous assistance; and to Babus Abanindro
Nath Taware, Dinesh Chandrea Sen, and other Indian friends
for valuable information.

Mr. J. H. Marshall, Director-General of the Archmological
Survey of India, Dr. Vogel, Messrs. Johnstone & Hoffman,
Calcutta, and Messrs, Saeed Bros, Benares, have kindly
helped me with some of the illustrations,

E, B, HAVELL.
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