HISTORICAL SKETCH
OF STOKESAY
CASTLE, SALOP



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649752171

Historical Sketch of Stokesay Castle, Salop by Thomas Wright

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THOMAS WRIGHT

HISTORICAL SKETCH
OF STOKESAY
CASTLE, SALOP

ﬁTrieste






; TR Y
t Tyl

" '\-\.-'II

HISTORICAL SKETCH

OFr

Stokesay Castle

SALOP.

By the late Tuosas (Wiient, Esq., MAL, FsA,
Hon, MRS

LIUDLOAY :
PunLisHeEp By G, WooLiey, CORVE STREET

Ig2T.

1'|I|IIII'i-Tﬁ||||ﬂTIm|'I'IIifﬁiIIITIIIIITIHIIIIIII'II'IIIIIIIIIIIII|'JIIIIIIIIIIrfII|IIII||E1Ii'IIII]IE!!III|III|iﬂ]!.!!llIII[I'IiIﬂIIIII[:III!'IIiIII!i'!!I'IIiIIIEIiiII'IIIIIIii'm!IIII'III|Iii|'II'IIIIlHIIIIIII[III.HI!Illlllllﬂnjll_lllllllilriiﬂlllIII!If.HIIiﬂi[IW'

JIH'IIIIIIII_IMLI"IUll||l|J|||1IllllllﬂlﬂlﬂlllllI!HIIIIIIIIIIﬂIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII_IIIIHMHIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIII_I_EIJIIII|||II_IIIIIIIIIIIHI||||IIHHH|IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlll_llHM[‘FIII||IIIHIII|||I|IIIHIJI_|_||I_I_III_IIIIIIIlé

LT ORS00 T I




George Dunn, mrs.

PHARMACIST,

oo c® Church Stretton.

DISPENSING DEPARTMENT,
Under dived supervision
of the princpal.
Drttgs of Standard Quality only wsed.
Inwvalid Beguigites.

Toilet Articles.
Mineral Waters, &ao.

PHOTOGRAPHIC DEPOT.

Cameras for Sala
Kodak N.C. Films.

Imperial Plates ami P.O.P.
All Accessories.

I_J‘ﬂlrlnpl'ng., I"'l'irl!:in-u., and Enlargment in any siyle.

- DARK ROOM.

LupLow PUBLICATIONS.
e e |
Guide to Castle & Church.

ikl Fdition with 2o 1Mustetions and Plan of Castle,. Prles 1=,
A Historscal and descripiave sketoh, by the late Thooas Woght, Esq..,
M, I

\I

Moy Aog! (eractolsg ."|-.|'rr,l.|.'.'-|'| Qe Mary (af Princess of I wdes)
sk preed oaadfom b o st oy Nocerber g0, L goey, fremr Moo s
Custle, (LR, weote Hes [orskip the Maver she ' was minch
porfressed byt welturdd Seakty of Bee o gileadion i Dy Bhe arci-
feclrad Vatcre st of e Cdre b el Calafle”

Voo o0 flve Priefifisher, ' Hler Woval Hiplaiess is pleased Lo aoce il nis
Fraetede do Padbom Olurek ond Usdle s i mpeiienda of ber ey
rdedesting N Pfecasard PEAH o (i s miest Bstoree T,

Ludlow— 0. WODLLEY, And all booksellcre



HISTORICAL SKETCH

OF

STOKESAY CASTLE

. SALOP.

By the late THOMAS WRIGHT, Esq., MA., FSA,
Hen, MRS L.

"‘I'I.l|l

- i

AL ;’“
aml V.V

Gl osin 009 A

Phato by Frith & Ca,
ETOKESAY CASTLE—Gateway

Ludlow
Published by G. Wooiley, Corve Straet,
1921,



ANLSYD AVSINOLE
Lt - R TEE I N e

x "
| .

..w._..._wu...h.qh....ai..tl.wilrnu;Jf.u.
— e ) =il

iy DR
u.T_

el




STOKESAY (CASTLE.

TOKESAY CASTLE (as it is commonly, though
S erroncously called) is one of the most perfect
and interesting specimens of an early fortified
mansion in England ; and from the beauty of
its situation, in a valley bounded by steep and ril:hli:'
wooded hills, at whose base the river Oney flows throug
luxuriant meadows, it forms an object as interetsing to
the artist as to the antiquanian, *

At the time of the Norman conquest the manor
of Stoke was held by Aldred, a freeman, nnder Edric
Sylvaticus;, a powerful Saxon thanc; but on the wild
Edric joiming in a revolt of the Welsh, his estates were
seized by the king, and in 1070 the carldom of Shrews-
bury, with three hundred and fifty seven manors in
Shropshire, were conferred by the Conqueror on his
kinsman Roger de Montgomery.

Domesday Book speaks thus of Stokesay :—"' The
same Roger holdeth Stokes. Here are seven hides
geldable. The arable land is sufficient for fourteen ox
teams. In demesne are five teams, and sixtcen among
the male and female serfs ; and there are twenty villeins
with eight teams, and nine female cottars. Here is a
mill yielding nine gquarters of wheat yearly, and here is
a mjﬂ;r and a keeper of bees,”

After the death of Roger de Montgomery and of
his eldest son, his estates were forfeited and Stoke again
fell to the crown, in consequence of Roger de Belesme
the younger son, having espoused the cause of Robert,
Duke of Normandy, in his attempt to obtain the English
throne. The greater part of his Norman followers re-
tumed to their own country ; but Walter de Lacy having

* Stoke is congidered by Mre, Parker and otlier high authorities

to be one of the best speciinens in England of a fortified mansion
as distinguished from a castle,
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4 STOEESAY LASTLE.

specdily resumed his allegiance, obtained & pardon, and
was allowed to hold Steke and other estates from the
king in capile,

In accordance with the feufal customs of the time,
the manor of Stoke, during the tenure of the Lacys, was
bestowed b;. them, as superior lords, on a branch of the
family of Say, Lord of Clun and Richard's Castle, of whom
Theadoric d} Say, in 1156, gave the advowson of Stoke-
say (the first time so called) to the abbey of Haughmond,
confirmed by Hugh de Laci as chief lord, and he also
gave some land at Stoke to the abbey of St. Peter and
5t. Paul at Shrewsbury.

Hugh de Laci, i making a return of the knight's
fees of hus barony, states that Helias de Say acknowledges
a service of three knight's fees ;. the knights to be be-
tween the ages of sixteen and sixty, and be furnished
with horses. Helias de Say died soon after this, and
was succecided by his son Hugh, who died 1194, & ind was
succecded by a second Helias, who gives “to Andrew
Fitzmilo of Ludlow, for his homage and service, and for
twenty-three marks, the mill of Stoke and Wetthington,
with suit of his men, and a messuage and meadow to be
held in fee for a rent of one pound of pepper.”

Though the name of Say has been retained, the
manor does not appear to have been long held by that
family, for it had reverted to the Lacys before the
accession of Henry I and continued in their holding
during several generations, till on the death of Walter de
Laci, in 1240, his estates were divided between two
gmud—dm{.’hhh : Maud, the ¢ldest, married Geoffrey de
Genneville, and had the eastles of Ludlow and Weobley,
and other estates, and Margery, the yvounpgest, married
John de Verdun, and received Stoke as a part of her
portion.

This John de Verdun had considerable estates in
Letecstershire ; but in the forty-sixth of Henry 111, being
one of the Barons marchers, he and several others were
ordered to reside on their border properties, to check the
incursions of the Welsh,  He was active on the side of
the king during the barons’ wars.,  In the fiftv-fourth of
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Henry 111, he was signed with the cross, together with
Prince Edward, to go to the Holy Land, where he went
accordingly. He married Margerie, daughter of Gilbert
de Say, by whom he ebtaincd the manor and castle of
Weobley, in Herefordshire, and a part of Ludlow.  He
died in 1274, and the feofiee of Stokesay at that time was
Reginald de Gray ; but it does not appear how he became
s0, and in 1281 he sold the manor and lands to John de
Ludlowe. A rent of eight shillings per annum is reserved
to John and Matilda de Gray, his wife, in lien of all
services, reliefs, aids, ete, | and for this John de Ludlowe
was to give a hen sparrow-hawk.

In the Fadera, under the date of 1284, Laurence de
Ludlow (the son of the purchaser of Stoke) is said to
hold the manor of Stokesay for one knight's fee, under
John de Gray, who held it under John de Verdun.,

The family of Ludlowe sprung {rom the town of
that name, and seem to have been of some importance,
several of them having Alled the office of sheriff of
Shropshire. William Ludlo (father of the Laurence who,
in 1200, obtained i licence to embattle his mansion
at Stokesay), was governor of Mongtomery castle, and
perambulator of the forest of Morse.  One of the family,
according to Speed, was, in 13409, the founder of St,
Mary’s White Friars, at Ludlow, which Leland describes
as " a fayre and costlie thinge, outside Corve gate.”

It remained in this family for many generations, till
on the death, in 1498, of Sir Richard Ludlowe, whose
wife was the daughter of Edward Lord of Powis, it passed
to his son John, who left two daughters, both married to
sons of 3ir Henry Vernon; of Haddon Hall, Derbyshire,
and of Tonge, in Shropshire ; and the youngest, Anne,
with her husband, Thomas Vernon, took up their resid-
ence at Stokesay. They were living there when Leland
visited Shropshire, by whom it is twice noticed in his
Ttinerary :—" Aboot V miles owt of Ludlo, betwixt Ludlo
and Bishop Castle, Stoke Say belonging some time to the
Ludlos, now to the Vermnons, builded like a castell—
V miles owt of Ludlo.” Again he says on his way to
Bishop's Castle,—" There is alsoe a bridge at Whister of




