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PREFACE.

Tak several papers composing the following little volume were
on different ocoasions preaented as reporss to the American Medieal
Association, and, with the exception of the Letter to Dr, Marshall
Hall, will be found published in the Transactions of that body.
They have, at least moat of them, been distributed privately to
variong distinguished members of the profession in pemphiet form.
Their scattered condition, as they exist in the volumes of the
Transactions, and the proverbially perishable nature of pamphlet
literature, have induced us to bring in the close relation of a single
volume, our several papers on the Nervous System, which appear
to us to have a special relation to one another, in order that we
may gain for our views before the reader that advantage which will
acerug from a simple juxtaposition and an uninterrupted reading.

One of the most distinguished essayists' of modern times has
remarked, that “the ravest worke are frequently the most original;
for precisely in proportion a8 an author is in advance of his age, ia
it likely that his works will be neglected ; and the neglect of con-
temporaries, in general, consigns a book, especially a small book, if
not protected by accidental concomitants, at once to the tobacconist
or tallow-chandler. This is more particularly tha ease with pam-
phlets” The same writer here instances the neglect sustained by
the philosophical pamphlet of Arthur Collier, which, though long
antecedent and far more original than the large volume of Bishop
Berkeley, yet sank into oblivion, because it was a pamphlet and

I Bir Willism Hamilton.



viil PREFACE.

not & volume. Tt is to save sur pamphlef on " Typhoidal Fevers,”
which we humbiy hope containg at least the germ of the truth in
regard to the pathology of this class of fevers, from the fate of .
passing into the department of “ Forgotten Literature,” that we now
make it a part of a system, which admits of a board-bound volume
for its elaboration.

The Letter to Dr. Marshall Hali, contains all of our earlier pub-
licationa on the execito-secretory system, and we have therefore
withheld the separate infroduction of those papers in the presens
volume. This letter will be found also to contain the previous
claim of priority made before the American Medical Assoeiation,
on the announcement of Mona. €. Bernard in 1858, At the time
of its publication, one or two of our friends said, that we but ex-
pressed views which they themselves had entertained in an indefl-
nite form for years, Mr, Carlyle gives utterance to an idea which
fully explains this general recognition of origiral views aa things
not altogether unfamiliar. It is something like this: that at a time
immediately preceding every discovery in science or art, there are
vague, detached, elementary portions of 1t floating through the brains
of many, who, having only paris of the truth, but partly express it,
or do not express it at all, or are not sufficiently convinesd of the
truth to proclaim it boldly,' but still it has become semewhat

1 #That man is not the discoverer of any art who flrst says the thing; bat he
who saya it 8o long, and eo loud, aod &0 clearly, that he compels mankind to hear
hirn—the man who ja go deeply improssed with the importance of the diseovery
that he will take no denial, but, at the risk of fortune aml fame, pushes throngh
&1l opposition, and ia determinad that what he thinks he has discovered shall not
perish for want of a falr trial."—Ree Tyler Swith on Parturition, '

The following, which eomer to us while thesa pages are undergoing correetion, is
found in an obitosry notice of Dr. Marehall Hall, and the very diction indicates
who the anthor ia.  Hgre is the penetrating insight of the Philosopher yoked with
the sprightly glesming of the Poet. It is from the glowing pem of Dr. Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Im raferring to Itr. Hall's discovery of Reflex actico—Exoito-
motory action, and the disputations following its annonnoement by him, this writer
usee the following atriking language :—

“Others may huve more or lese parfactly obeerved and snnounged some of the
facta in the series of demonstrations, DBut they spoke in a whisper or in a ¢ornar,




PREFACH. : ix

familiar to many, so that when he who is justly entitled to be
called the originator of the system ennsunces if, “ What he says,"
to use the author's own language, “oll men were no far from

’ _ eaying—indeed, were longing to pay, The thoughts of all start up,

as from painful, enchanted sleep, round ke thought, anewering to
it, “Yes, aven sol' Wo all feel as if wo could, and some feel as if
we did, fashion sach a result, The budlt house seems all so fit,
every way a8 it should be-—as if it cama there by its own law and
the nature of things—that we forget the rude, disorderly quarry it
wea shaped from, The very perfection of the house, as if nature
herself had made it, hides the builder’s merit.” We claim no great
perfection for our worls, nor merit for ourself, except the merit of
originality alresdy fully accorded us. 'We know that  the excito-
secretory system will" as Dr. Marshall Hall says, “ require many
laborers and many years for its perfection.” Wae claim no other .
merit, because it wha to an incident of our early youth' that we
owe the direction given to our mind which led to the resull, how-
ever impertant it may have sinee proved and may yet prove. It
i far from being, ss vet, a © budli house” but we claim to have, at
least, been the first who fitted the materials and showed how they
wete to be put together.

The CLASSIFIOATION of febrile diseases found in the introduetion
to this volume, we sincarely believe to be the.true one, and with
truth for ita basis, we do not hesitate to predict that, in time, it
must become the decepled one,

We will make one remark about the prize essay near the end,of
this collection, and then close our rather lengthy preface. It will

end when they had once spoken, wers guiet. He cried his dostrine snd ita proefs
aloud in the sireet and in the aoademy; he shouted it over and over again, ontil
ho wes hoarse with calling ; he printed it In littls pamphblets and big beoks; he
dressed it in Jtalics and capitals, ga if i were an Incendisry proclamation ; he
woaried the very echoes with it, entil at lasethe deal and surly world took op its
gar-trumpet and Hatensd—and lo1 one of the atartling truthe that make s cantory
lnminous in the precession of time, and Lift & withered stodent into planetary re-
putation ”—Foston Med, and Surg. Journal. '
! Hee nota, p. 130



