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INTRODUCTTION,

THE occasion of the gppearance of these ¢ Notes ™
will be hest explsined by quoting the following
extract from my annual official report on English
Training Colleges, presented to Parliament in 188%9:

“Throngh the favor of yonr Lordehips, T was
permitted last year to oxtend the usual officisl
koliday, and ao to gratify a wish which I had long
entertained, to vigit some of the leading schools
and colleges in America. [ have appended to this
report, in the form of some notes, such of the chief
fucts snd considerstions brooght under my notice
in the course of this journey as 1 thought most
likely to prove interesting and suggestive to school
managers, masters, and mistressez et home, espo-
cially to those who are concerned in the training
of elementary teachors.™

Thiz santence indicates, I hope, with sofficient
clearness, the very limited scope and pretensions of
the notes which are here roprinted, A full and
exhanstive aceount of so complex a subject as
American Education would have been impossible
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in the very brief time at my disposal.  And it was
mainly to furnish hinte and information to my
own countrymen, and not with a view to tell the
American public anything which they did not
know before, that thess notes wora written. Never-
theless, since s wish has heen expressed by some
of my many Transatlantic friends that what I have
here said should be reprinted in the ¢ States,”
my consent to that course Tine been willingly given ;
and the more willingly becanse to the real sym-
pathy and admirsbion with which I witnessed some
of the chief educational phenomens in America,
there is added in this instanco a very deep sensc
of the generons and thonghtful attention which I
evarywhere recetved from those whose instifutions
I vigited or wlose help I gought.

To institvnte comparisons of the methods, the
extent, or the results of edueational work in Europe
and in America would be presumptnous without a
mueh faller acquaintance with the interior life of
gchools and eolleges than it would be possible for a
visitor to obtain,  And as to mere figures, statistics,
and printed reports, they may prove seriously mis-
leading, unless the special conditions which give
their true significance to those details are thoroughly
understood. If Ineeded a warning against indulg-
ing in hasty generalizutions from defe imperfectly
understood, I should find it in a recent article,
otherwise very weighty and suggestive, which ap-
peared under the honored name of Dy, FEdward
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Everett Hale in the Foram of July last. Iu it the
writer says :

“We spend more on public educstion in Amer-
ica than has been spent upon it in Grest Britain in
twenty years. In the year 1888, which I select for
comparison becanse it iz the latest in © Whitaker's
Almanack,” the State of Masaachusettz alone, with
& population of less than 2,000,000 people, expended
about §8,000,000 for the pnblic education of its
children, while the kingdom of Great Britain, with
a population of 35,000,000, expended only $17,000,-
000 in the same time. What follows, of course, iz
that thers are bhwoendy fimes as many readers in
Ameriea in the same population a» fhers are in
England.”

The misleading character of the statement here,
and the fallacy of the remarkable inference which
iz deduced from it, und which I have printed in
ttalic, will ba evident on considering two things :

{1) The figures quoted by Dr. Hale represent the
parliamentary grant for elementary education only ;
that is to say, for children prosumably of the
Inboring class, whose sducation iz not prolonged
beyond the fourteenth year, and who are supposed
to need the assistance of a public fund in order to
procure the mesns of education, No grant is
made by Parliament for the insiraction of children
of the middle and upper clasees who do not use
the public elementary schools, nor for advanced
or high-school instruetion for pupils of any class;
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whereas the Maszachusetts fand provides for
higher and intermediate, as well as for purely
clementary edncation, snd the public schools are
attended by the children of all classes of the com-
munity.

(2) The staiistica presentad in Dr. Hale's article
are from the official returns of the Education De-
pariment. But that Depsrtment simply adminis-
tere & “prant in aid ™ of local effort. The sum
sgnnuelly voded by Parlisment for elementary edn-
cation is only & part, and vot the largest part, of
the fund available aven for that limited purpose.
During the year referred to, in which $17,000,000
in the formof grants from the Imperial Exchequer
were appropristed to clementary schools, the con-
tributions of parents in the shape of fees to the
eame sehoold amonnted to &8,500,000, the volun-
tary pubacriptions to $3,500,000, the local rates to
£5,500,000, and other resources to $500,000, thus
making a total revenve of §35,000,000 for the ele-
* mentary schools alona ; whereas the figures quoted
for Massachueetts represent the entire sehool fund,
which isnot, so far 48 I can ascertain, supplernented
by contributions either from parents or from other
sourees.

Indeed, there is little or no anslogy batween the
educational systems in & young community which
hag found itsslf unhampered by traditions, and
free to fashion new institotions; and those of &
country like England, in which educational systems
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—if 8o they may be called—are unsymmetrical,
and are the ontcome of compromise and of his-
torical development. As ] have in another place®
had oecasion fo say, ‘* It is very characteristic of
this country, of it genine, itz traditions, its history,
and the idivsynorasies of its people, that many of ita
mast cherished institutions ars the result of growth
rather than of manofacture ; have not been con-
sciously predeternined by legislators or by theorists,
but have shaped themselves by a process of slow
evolution fo suit the changed circumstances and
needs of snccessive generations.”™ Thiz gencral
statement ie strikingly verified in the history of
education in England, and in tha character of the
provigion now mads for sustaining it.

For example ! secondary and iitermediate edn-
cation is in England previded wholly by voluntary,
local, or private effort, and has never yeb been di-
rected or subsidized by the central govermment,
There is, therefors, 1o crganized ayatem of public
instruction extending beyund the requirements of
children who leave school for work in their thirteenth
or fourteenth yoar. An inereasing number of the
secondary schools of England are establizshed at the
instance of local committees or of public bodies, ench
as the Girls” Public Day School Company, or are the
reault of the combined efforts of the parents. Buch
echools, when eatablished, are generally placed under

* In the article ¥ Hducation,” 1n Chambsrs’s Cyelopadia.



