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PREFACE.

It was some thirty years ago, while a stu-
dent at St. Paul's College, Tokyo, that I began
to study the Bible with the guidance of the
late Bishop G. M. Williams, and by his kind
efforts and the great influence of his saintly
character, that acted upon my miserable self
thirsting only for the worldly fame and
riches, I was converted and baptized by the
Bishop, in December, 1881,

In thgse days the Christian influence in
this country was very weak, and almost all
the students even in this Christian college
were much disgusted with the religious in-
structions. My friends in this city were con-
stantly cautioning me not to believe the for-
eign religion but only to study English, as it
was advantageous to learn it in such school
taught by foreigners. When I was baptized,
however, I had contrived how to surprise
them by informing it. One Sunday evening,
when the Bishop was going to preach in a
chapel in Kanda, in which district many of my
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such anti-Christian friends were staying, I
called on them and persuaded them to come to
the chapel to hear this great man's sermon
once. Having got the Bishop’s permission be-
forehand, I ascended to the pulpit to my
friends’ surprise, and preached first and told
them that they were misunderstanding this
true religion. By this unexpected conduct of
mine, they had rather to give up their hope of
me, while one of them got very angry with me
and told others even that he would kill me.

Seeing such adverse circumstances of my
country and that the volunteers for the mis-
sion work were very rare, 1 was deeply im-
pressed with that it was really the most urgent
matter to consider, and 1 thought it necessary
to offer myself to Lord’s service. But for
many years 1 could not prepare myself for
Holy orders on account of many hindrances.
So 1 worked as a layman and converted my
family and other people in my native town,
Obama, in Fukui Prefecture, and a church
was at last founded there. The church in
Hagi, Yamaguchi Prefecture, was also
founded as a consequence of my work, when
I was in Osaka city, and a pastor was sent
to it from the Preshyterian church.






