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THE HIGHER EDUCATION
AND PROGRESS

EE eteady march of material progress
T imone of the most impressive phenom-
etia in Buman history. Thets are pome

lost arte—arts practiced hy peoples of 2 high
degree of civilization whose names are ell but
forgotten, There has been grest destruoction
of the handiwork of men —of hin art, his lit-
erature, his palaces, his monumenis, hia ac-
eumulations everywhere. Yet how little ol
material advancement has been lost. DNan
has sot himself remclutely to the task of mas-
tering the world. e has studied ita conetitu-
tion, experimented with ita forces, nncovered
its secrete. The resulis ars so familiar, so &
patt of our every day ecvironment, that we
hardly grasp the marvelous unfolding to
which the ages bear testimony. From the
first rode grappling with wind and wave to
the latest triumphe of wireleas telegraphy and
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The Higher Education and Frogress

the modern battleship there is comprehended
ao almoest infinite advance. From Archimedes
to Copernicus, from Gslileo te Watt and
Btephenson, from Gutenberg to Morse and
Bell and the hest of inventors and discover-
ers who have made our later times illustrions,
there ia one continuous record of achievement.
From a period long antedating the Christian
ara to the beginning of ils twentieth century
there hae been no bresk in this progress.
What ope civilization accomplished another
inherite. "The poeifion reached by one gener-
alion becomes the alarling-point for the next.
It has been a progress thet has ministered to
the wants of man, making the conditions of
life ever more agressbls, and leaping ahead
to open wider and wider avenues of desire,
It has made luxuriee common, brought widely
eeparated countries togeiber, provided means
of travel and repid communicaticn, im-
provad dwellings, sanitation, elothing, and
food. Through ils wealth and leismre it has
reacted upon seience and philosophy, art and
literature, promoting intellipence, refinement,
and the endless guest for homan welfare.
Butchery and wars of conquest, croel impris-
onments, pereecation for opinion’s eake, op
pression of woman — these have waned, while
the humane virtues in individuala and etates,
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the care for others and especially for the
unfortunate, forbearance, toleration, sym-
pathy, kindliness, have waxed and diffused
themselves throughout the ocivilized world.
The Brothethood of Man and the Federation
of the World are at Inst brought within the
range of human vision,

This picture ia & perfectly real one of the
world in which we live. Who can contsm
plate it without s thrill of pride and exulta-
tion ¥ Surely it la & good world in whioch to
be and te work.

Yet this ie not all of the picture. It ie nod
the part which appeels to meny ; and in that
other part there ia enough to make all of us
pause. Civilization builds our cities, it gives
ns ventilated, slectric-lighted, sterm-heated
houses; but it cuts down our foresla and
torng ue from omtdoors and independence to
shops and dependence, It gives us hoapitals,
gkilled physiciane and surgeons; it alse pro-
vides the rasped nerves and weakened consti-
tutions which need them. It brings leisure,
aedthetic pleasures, wide knowledge, oppor-
tunities of travel ; but it cuts us off from the
elemental forces. It gives ue mental poise,
nice discrimination, oritical taste, but God
and duty areless real. It gives ue wealth and
the power of wealth, but not alwaye the ability
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to escape from the sriificial living, the im-
moral idleness which wenlth invites, Com-
gider the crase display of riches, the corruption
in government, the sasy tolerance of vice, the
gordidnees of mauch living. How much has
this unprecedented material advancement ae-
complished for the permanent betterment of
the world? Have we progressed eo far from
the time of Plato and Socratea? Ia the ideal
Republic 80 much nearer realizalion than it
was iwo thousand years ago ? What glad-
gomeneas there wer in Greece ] How free the
human epirit! In what an empyrean of
beauty, art, eloquence, philosophy the Hellan-
ist exnlted! In Attiea ari, literaturs, philos-
ophy soared to heights which have naver been
autreached. In Roms government was more
resplendent than the modern world hae
boasted. Yet it is the glory that was Greece
end the grandeur that wgs Rome. One after
anolher the best of ancient civilizations have
passed away. Egypt, Babylon, Phoonicis,
(Greace, (larthage, Roms wrote their names
and placed their mopuments upon the splen-
did heights, but they could oot tranemit their
epirit or their genins, Inatead of going on to
greater and greatsr achievemenis in beauty,
in ganity, in right livipg,— instead of real-
izing the idenls of Bosrates and Plato, the
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Graechi and Marcas Aurelins, there cama
arrest and decay, the races degenerated, forgot
virtue and eobriety, lost the sense of beanty
and holiness, and the sceptre passed away.

It is such a survey as thie which leads to
the confident philosophy that neither maler-
ial advancement, nor art, nor philosophy, nor
culture hep any necessary coincidence with
lasting progresa—rather that they arrest
progress and finally sccomplisk iie overthrow.
Waealth, culture, refinement are the acoompan-
iments of maturity and matured powere.
May there oot be, for nations as for individ-
uals, a matority which is only a stage om
the way to decay and death? Other civil-
izationa have hed their day; our turn hae
come. The great Anglo—Saxon race paesing
now out of ita virile youth ie coming into ite
inheritance of wenlth snd culture, Hven in
Americe, lateat come to matority, busied siill
with exploitation, etill the land of oppor-
tunity, the burden of civilization iz becoming
heavy. Wealth and art and culture, the
choicest preducie of civilization, center in the
cities. The pities eat ont the virility of the
race, Continually they must be fed from the
country, and to thie Moloch our youth are
sacrificed in larger and larger numbers,
Phyeical vigor i declining. The power of
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