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THE CHRISTTANITY OF JESUS CHRIST:
IS 1T OURS?

CHAPTICL |
CTIRIST'S8 IDEA OF CHREISTIANITY,

Tie many aspeets in which Christianity presents
itzelf may perhaps be pummed gp 1o these three:

Firet. ft ¢ o vevelation of Crod, ond of eur eelation
te Him,

Becond. ft i@ e meens of Dedivideal sleadion,

Third. ft i the power of Grod finr comguering and ree
generating the wanld,

Of these, the fivst amd zecond are conatantly kept
to the front, Bot without the third the other two
must ever be inecmplete,  The evils which  those
withio the Chureh most deeply deplore, and which the
foes of Christ fisten npon moet readily for eriticiam and
georn, 2pring from the neglect of the great purpese of
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i CRRISTIANITY oF JEsvs CHRIST,

Christianity in relation to the world.  Unless it be
accepted in the completences of Chiist’a elaims and
purposes, our religion may vely perpetuste and inten-
gify the very ovils which he is come to remedy.  The
nrgency of the appeal to wen to 2eek their own zalva-
tion, the promizes of religiom for thiz world aod for
the worlil te come, can searcely fail to minister to our
very sellishnces, unlezs we go on Lo learn our responsi-
bility in refercnec to the world': conversion. We can
not fully realize any of the blessipe: of Christianity
except a8 they tend theuugh vs to Lless the world.
We can not know t'"”'.'f' the Tatherbood of Gl except
as it leads us into o Lews brotherliness fowarnl all men.
Tha ealvalion that i o Jesus Cheist is mam H::..-u:tl}r m
proportion as we die o ourgelves and live to the glory
of 3od mod the gpood of others. We race onr holy
relizion to itz Spring and Source, and find it in the
Heart of the Fiernal Fatker: Gon &0 1oven tee
WORLT), THAT TE GAVE s OXLY NEGOTTEY 5SOX,
There is the manner and the measure of the Father's
love, and wherever thet love dwells it must zhape
itselt’ after the pattern geen in the monnmt,  FPhe Apos-
te uf Liove becowes agein the lwliguant Son of Thun-
der st the thougbt of ooy manifestation of religion
i bt miopm sliort ot thia {,r" (AR Y, R T erjecd
Teetetfe Jeia boolher, be S Dined for 102 THAT LOYETIL SOT



Cunrist's [DEA OF CHRIBTTANITY. f

ATH BROTITER WITOM TR [TATH 8EEX, TOW CAY HE LOVE
Gon wiod ar maTa sor 2eENT Loved with a love
g0 wonderful, redecmed at o cozt so infinite, there is
buot one proof of our love that will suffice--What iy
it? HEerEEY PEHCEIVE WE THE LOVE OF (GO, THAT
HE ram nows His nive Fom Us—that we accept and
reat in; but the claim which grows out of that love,
alas! we are slow o wlwi—WT oveHT 10 LAY DOWN
OUR LIVES FOR TOE NRETITREN, O that we stop short,
We accept the love of Gol; we aeccepl the gift of
sulvation; but of the thind gival purpose of religion—
a powor in us for the eopversion of the world—we
are content to remain in gotvenbled ignorance.  This
i Lhe great hindeanec o Christispitvr-—unehristlike
Cheistians. To uplift and purity the religion of
our time; to put inte it the heroism apd might of o
conquering furee, it is needful for us to zearch out
Christ's idea of Christienity, and then with all our
hearts to give curselvez up to it

The purpose of (ol ip giving hiz Bon ; the purpose
of Jesug Christ our Savior in all his life and death
amd resurrection ; the purpose of the Holy Spirit in
every bresth of his infleence within the Chureh is one
—it gz the saleebion of the world,  And we are “of
Giod ™ only as Lhiz purpose poeseszes us, and directs
amd conteols our whole life.



b Umrniariaxoty or Jesvs Conrar,

Upon whel, then, does Mee solvation of e world de
penl !

Theye are abundant promises which apeak of the
kingdoms of the world becoming the kingdoms of
Christ—promigcs. that the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lowl as the waters ¢over the rea.
He must reign until he hath pot all enemiea under his
feet, Thess glovious evenis shive ever belore ua—the
Churchs hope awd joy and strength,  Frem ape o
age the convietion abides that as the Almighty Father
made the world, az the Son of God redeemed it, =o
assuredly the Holy {thost i3 come fo0 regenerats the
world and to Gl il with the plory of God

But how is the work Lo be done? Churches amd
varied Chureh arrangemcois, preachers and workers
of all goris, we have move plentifully than ever before.
Yet who of us iz confent with the progress of the mos
pel?  Ia this country of ours a model of what Clirse
tiamity exn make of o cation? Thick of 1tz lust; ils
Lideousz squalor; its dronkenness; itz pambling; its
easte in the churches, rigid ond banghty as any Hin-
doo distinetion ; ite pride; ita love of money; is haste
and eagernes to be rich al goy eost, and by any
meang.  If thig i8 all that Christinpitvy can do for us,
18 it really worth while to go to the trouble of training
men amd sending them, t much expense, to the eads



