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PREFACH

—_——

Tor origin of this little hook, which is written from
the pomnt of view of Rownan rather than of Christian
history, may he explained in a few words. It was
suggested by, and owes its existenes to, an article by
Professor Mommsen in the * Historische Feitschrift ®
of 1890, cntitled, Der Religionsfrevel nach rimischem
Heeoht,  The erifieism of Professor Mayor and ofhers
on the insuficient and too hastily written essay on
Fliny and the Christiane in my edition of * Iliny's
Corvespondenee with Trajan® had led me fo go into
the subject with more thoroughness than 1 bad
hitherfo given to it; and I was already convinced
that on two pointz at least—rviz. the importance of
the Neromian persecuticn, and the eonnexion of
Pliny’s action in Bithynia with the govermment atii-
tude towards collegia—I had followed guite erroneous
views, 1t was Mommeen's artiele, however, which
first seemed to give a clear and consistent account
of the prineiples which underlay the aetion of the
imperial government, nof only towards the Christians,
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lt towards foreign religions of all kinds, and 1 deter-
mined by means of the elne furnished by it to attempt
an historieal résumé of the relations between Chris-
tinnity and the Doman gevernment during the first
two centurics.

I had been working at the literature of the subject
and eollecting materials for nearly o year and a half
when Professor BRamesay's lectures on the Christian
communities of Asia Minor were announced and
delivered,  As it was understood that these leetures
wire bo b published, T pot pgide my own work, feeling
that the ground was covered by bds book, and intend-
iy, il poseible, to make nze of my maderials in review-
ing his leetures when they appeared. Subszequenily,
however, wishing fo mgke somewhat more use than
this would bave allowed of my own work, such as it
was, 1 altered my mind and reverted to my former
mlbention, m the hope that there would e found
suldetent difference in seope, method and arrange-
went to justify the existence of my little bock side
by stde with, though at & respectful distanee from,
Professor Ramaay's.

To say that I have produced it quite independently
of “I'he Chareh in the Roman Empirve ' is impossible,
and would be ungracious, beeanse no one could read
the book, as T have done with care, without being
mndebted to b in innumerable ways. Biill it is to
Mommsen’s arficle that [ amt bound to acknowledge
my chief indebtedness, and 1 am not eonseious
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that 1y treatment of the subjeet 18 in any eszentbial
respeet different from what if wonld have been if
[ had written it befors Professor Bawmsay's bouk
appeared.

In addition to Mowmsen's artiele, abready alluded
to, I have found most assistance from the following
hooke: 1. J. Nemmanu, * Der rimische Staat und
die allgemeine Rirche ;"' C. Franklin Arneld, “The
Neromigehe Christenverfolgung ' and ¢ Stadien zur
(reschiehte der Plinianiechen Christenverfolgpune;’
Overbeek, © Btudien zure Geselnelito der alten Kirche
Kenn, *Tiom uml das  Clowistenthom ;? Lightfoot,
‘The Apwstolie Fathers; ™ TPriodlindcr, ' Sittenge-
seluehte Toms,” vol, 1L, " Die relimisen £ ushinde ;-
Marquardt, * Stanteverwaltung,’ vol. iil., *Daa Sacral-
wisedr ;| W, Liebenam, * Zur Gesehiehite und Or-
ganization des vimischen Vereinswesenas ;' Behirer,
*Dae Gememndeverfassnng der Joden in Hom in der
Raiserzett.”

K. G. H.

Oxrom . Joigieary 25, 1534
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