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PREFACE.

16 will b mnkeni why & Memncis] Yolume is poblished whed he whoo [t hobors lids
been dead wwore thao Chiry yesrs, aud thess few words of explanation are given in
Answer.

At the e of hladeath wabe of the fawily of e Eells wers Otled 1o attempt the
work now undeviaken, nor did they really koow Lo whow te entruse 1t, since they wers
personally acquosalntsd with but few of his Induste irlends, and e mede cholee of oo
an for sneh n wervioe.

Aftar conferencs, howaver, ®ith thoes who wers Inides sared In the publication of sonie
irhbute to his wemory, the mateclsl necsvary was placed In the baods of & very shle
gentleman, who was 4 warm persendl friend ; and he expected toprepere 3 book for
which many wers anxiously walting, The presawre of tosdness engagemants obliged
him ta delsy thin Isbor of Eora for some dmio, Aod before he had made much progress in
1k, though huving bod she papors ¢wo or thres rears, he wos himaglf removed by death,

T hrother who now offars this wolume to sthose wha etill cherlsh the name with in-
tereat, thon phtained tho materinls which could be gathered, mors for hisown sptinfuc-
tign than with eny thoughe of aver eompiliog thew in this manpoer | swpposiog that
miret of those who had respected aud loved thelr anibor, had during se long eo indereal
bowil thee desire for such & memordal of hio. OF lata, 2 lsrge number of thoss cspocizliy
who have: ecome familiar with bhis psme and learnad something of his wpirit through
their coonectinn with the Alphs Tl Pl Soclecy, heve arged that even at s lote o
Aluy un effort shonld ba made te embody what semaln of his writloge and histors,

I i in ohedieneg to thie solleltation and a8 & teken of & brother's still-glowing affec-
tion that this work in completed.  There I no othar attempt than that in i€ the man of
whow it spenks, ga far an possibls, may write bisown mamolr ; the graceful task of the
compller being to wrmngo thg matier snd so connect the parta ss to render the whole
inlelligible and sttrnctivs, Respecting the articles and sddresses which ame insorted, i
should be nid that they worn selected ot meraly becanse of thalr intringie merit, but
alsp g nidapiod to present thair anthor's santinents and fselinge st the diffarent srss of
Tin life whare they are infrodocod, pnd an furnishiog & pleasing varisty of snhjects and
eamposition” Regrot may wall bo pxpresed that wlth the lapes of years so mach has
bz losk Lk might have added joterest to the beok st an csxlior doy ; yot it is belioved
to those who will waleome iy, tbere will be enongh presentod to reward the deaire that
evon 80 much be reacued from oblivion.

FPropared amidnt the exhausting cares and dusdes of professionsl lifs, the work is
offared bo those whe knew, wnd to those who henor bia, to whose memory it 1s devoted.

JAMEE EELLS,

284156 :






IN MEMORIAM.

CHATTER 1.

His EAIRLY LIVE.

S.-\MUEL EELLS was Loro in Westmorelaml, Oueida

county, New York, on the 18th of May, 1810. ITis
father was Rev. James Eellg, for many years pastor of the
Congregational Chureh in that towi, amd be was third in a
family of soven children,  The eultnre awd habits of his
home wore emivently adapted to his peenliaritics of mimd
and heart <uring the opening vears of his Life, and he was
wont to refer to the influences that affocted his ehildbood as
having determined his whele caresr.  Becwse of the pleas-
ures and restraints, attended by the judicious instruetions, of
the domestie fireside, he grew up without any of those
vieious habits to which many are addicted while they are boys,
and be was ever dovotedly attached to his kindred by blood.
This was the more remackable on aceount of Lis natural self-
reliance and independence, and affords proof’ in his Lboyhood
of that union of an affectionate disposition with a vigorous
intellect, which was so plessing in his mature years. He
was admirably qualified to- be a leader, in whatever cirele he
might be, winuing by the kindoess that slways was prominent,
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exciting interest by his wit and genius, aml swaying by the
acknowledged foree of his character and mind ; so that be-
ing chief’ amonyg the young persons of his native village he
furnished oceasion to not a few of the prophets who east his
horoscope, to predict & brilliant esreer for ove who so often
delighted and surprised them by bis exhibition of rare gifts.

When he reached his fiftcenth year, however, there scemed
tor be danger that all these predictions of rustic admirers, and
the more rational hopes of his parents and fricnds would e
disappointed. Thongh quick in all his mental acrion, amd
learuing with ease when giving himself to stady, he was not
fond of severe application to books. This was vwing partly
to the mercarial strocbere of his mind, and partly to the fact
that he had been confinsd strictiy to stody sinee he was four
years of age, and he had not vet begun to fiel the pressure of
that ambition which afterwurds wronght s mightily vpon
him. Tn aceovdence witl: his inclination to form his own
plans and reach  his own conclusions, while always respectful
toward others, he suddenly annoupcsd his desire to leave
school, abandon the prospect of u liberal edueation, and devote
himself to sume more ordinary pursaitinlife,  TTad his father
been less wise in his manner of receiving this announcement,
there would have been ne seeasion for this sketeh of his 1ife.
Well aware, however, of his nuture, and jndging that absenee
from books for a time, and the lapse of g year or two would
be likely to tench him what would be taught with difficulty by
either precept or authority, he adopted a course which resulted
most favorably.  Selecting & farmer with whom he could
trust his son, he placed him under his care in the spring
season, Bamuel being well pleased with the coveted change
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from school to work:  ‘The effect of the chonge was moat
happy in eeversl particulars, His constitution, which had
never been firm, was rendered mucl: more robust by his new
mode of lifi; he sequired habits of industry which never left
him, and although not until he had persevered throngh two
summers of farming, he was at Jast entirely willing to recom-
menee his studies with the purpese to enter college.

In the spring of 1824 he entered the Clinton Acndeny,
then under the cave of Mr, —— Wilmarth., This tencher
suceeeded in firing him with new jnterest in all depurtinents
of eueation, and while will bim his young pupil became
fully possessol of that spirit which heeded no difficultied and
hesitated before no taslk,  Fspeciaily did he discover at this
tiwe an untsual talent for declamation and creditable facility
in eomposition, quite surprising hinselt’ by his suecess,  The
first, production of hiz own which ho exhibited in publie was
u eulugy on Henry Kirke White, which in its style both o
rhetorie and elocution, was regarded Iy those who heard it as
indicative of great promise.  The fact that om the threshold
of his gwn short career, heshonld have been o such sympathy

with that Lrilliant young poct whoee penius really destroyed

the frail body by which it was represented, may almest be:

eonsiderad prophetic of what wonld be true of himself,

In August, 1827, he bocame a member of the Freshiman
class in Hamilton College, but in a few months his health
failed, amd it was doubtful whether he could continue his
studies, Abont the same time some difficnlty ocenrred re-
specting a portion of the college officers which somewhnt
affected his interest in the institution, and with the hope thata
change would take place within the year, he decided, by the



