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8 PREFATORY NOTE

the neighbouring tomb of Virgil, and wept because he
had come too late to convert this beautiful soul, by
Christian tradition ever regarded as ¢ naturally Christian ’,
to the new and true faith. The lines, the original of
which will be found in Comparetti's Firgilis nel Medio
Ewe, chap, vii, may be thus rendered :

To Marc’s mound the way they led :
The Apostle raining o'er the dead
true and tender tear;
Alive, he cried, hadst thou been found,
How high a saint 1 here had crowned,
Thou poet without peer |



