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PREFACE

Tue Apocalypse of Bayuel is o composite work written
in the latter half of the first century of the Christian
era., It 18 thusg contemporancous withh the chiet
writings of the Now Testament. Itz authors were
orthadox Jews, and it 15 8 goowd ropresentative of
the Judaism against which the Panline dialectic was
directed.

In this Apocalypse we bave almost the lnst noble
utterance of Judaizm before it plunged into the dark
and oppressive vears that followed the destruction of
Jerusalem,  or ages after that epoch its people
seem Lo have Deen bervelt of their immemorial gifts
of song and cloquence, and to have had thought and
enerey  only for the stndy and expansion of the
traditions of the Fathers. HBut when onr lLook was
written, that evil and barven era had not yel set 1n;
treathing thought and buorning word had still their
Lome in Palestine, aud the hand of the Jewish artisi
was still master of its ancient cuuning,

And yet the intrinsic beauty of this book must to
a wreat degree fail to strike the casual reader.  Indeed,



