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FOREWORD

’;\ IS5 KARNEY is already well known as the

writer of more than one worls, in which she
has very successfully given the people in Enpgland
some idea of the way in which the Gospel brings
light into darkened hearts and homes in lheathen
lands. In her present book she takes us back to
the days of Gotama Buddha himself, and she
represents Buddhism (at its best) in its influence
on family life.

The Authoress has evidently studied early Bud-
dhism with much care, and the numerous references
she gives to standard works, and especially to the
Buddhist scriptures, suffice to prove the accuracy
of her sketch.

The rcader cannot fail to notice how strikingly
even an enlightened Judaism (foreshadowing the
further light of the Gospel) contrasts with the gloom
and despair inculeated and engendered by Buddha's
cheerless creed.

W. 5T. CLAIR TISDALL.
BEDFORD,
November, 1911.






PREFACE

ISAKHA and her husband are fictitious char-

acters. They arc not the notable Visakha

and Mendaka who figure so largely in the Sacred

Books. But it was convenient to call the leading
characters by well-known names.

The wording is taken as much as possible from
the ancient Buddhist wnitings, so it is necessarily
fantastic and flowery. Also, for this reason,
there are many phrases and sentences taken out
of the Sacred Books which are not in inverted
commas, as to use them throughout would be
awkward and bewildering,

Jotiya's mother's funeral iz taken from the
account of Pasenadi’'s grief over the death of his
grandmother. Jotiva is a fictitious character.

There are a few slight anachronisms. It was
premature to make the mourners at Jotiya's mother’s
funeral sing stanzas from the Dhammapada before
the Buddha and his teaching had entered the town.
The quotation on page 69, ** Being your own Lamp

Vil



