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PREFACE

HERE i= a Spain of brigand-infested roads; of impossible

hotels, of every discomfort which the traveller can meet
with. Of this Spain I know nothing, for it is the Spain of
yesterday.

But though of yesterday it lingers still in people’s minds, and
many to whom & tour in Spain would be even more delightful
than one in lialy, fear that the country is really too sncomfort-
ahle for the ordinary traveller,

The following pages, written afler (hroe journcys, smounting
together to about 6,000 mikes, will show what 1 think of Spain
of to-day, and my object in putting this book together has heen
to place in the hands of those who propose visiting Spain a
supplement to the guide books they will carry.

To see Spain intelligently, it has been necessary to take with
one a perfect library, 1 am anxious to cnable travellers to
dispense, while on the spot, with the greater number of these
buoks, and I have attempied in 4 small way to do for some of
the towns of Spain that which other writérs have done so
admirably for France and Italy, I have not deseribed any
place 1 have not myself visited, but I hope in future years to
see many more of the towns of Spain. | cannot claim to have
given a full account of the manners and customs of Spaniards,
a complete knowledge of which is onlypossible after a lengthened
residence in the country. 1 have only described what may be
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seen by anyone who makes the most of his opportunities while
taking a tour through the peninsula.

[ shall feel extremely grateful if any travellers using this book
will let me have such corrections or suggestions as may oceur
to them, if the result of their personal obssrvation and expenence.
A letter addressed to me to 67, The Drive, Brighton, will
always find me.

For very much useful help, cspecially in reading the proof
sheets of this book, I am indebted to the Rev. John and Mrs.
Bailey. 1 have also to thank Mr. Henry Mavhew of the British
Museum for valuable assistance, and Mr. Reddan of the Foreign
Office, and many others, some of whom are personally unknown
te me. | must also msist on expressing my gratitude to my
friend and publisher, Mr. Edward Bell, whose advice has saved
mé from more than one blunder.

The names of places in Spain are spell as o the ratlway
time table.

The map has been compiled with special reference to the
routes indicated.  Both the 5o cent. rallway guide and the one
sold at 1 peseta contain small maps; the latter pmde 15 to be
preferred lor its clearer type.  The illustrations are from photo-
graphs by the author except when otherwise stated.  The archi-
tectural drawings are by Mr, C. . Mallows of Bedford.

Since this little book first appearcd, repeated visits to Spain
have but confirmed me in my opinion that no other part of
Europe offers so varied and attractive a field to nearly every
type of traveller. 1 am glad to have an opportunity of making
a few necessary corrections, and shall be indebted to any traveller
who points out errors which may remain.

E. Le Brown.
Alay, 1004.
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