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Preface

“ INGLISH WIT AND HUMOR"™ is a compilation

of some of the best specimens of wit and
humor contained In the lainguage, and the most brilliant
examples of wit will be found, upon examination, to
have besn those which were unpremeditated, and which
were the result of the contact of two minds upon
an unexpected subject; while the best specimens of
humor will be seen to be those in which the humor is
unconscious. One example of the litter came to the
notice of the compiler after the text of this booklet was
printed, and which is too good to be lost. He was
talking to the manager of a large bookselling establish-
ment in London, when one of the assistants, who had
been asked by a customer for a child's book, took up a
copy of " Robinson Crusoe"” and said to the manager,
# Please, sir, is this a child's book 2" The latter admitted
that this was kard on the literary talent of the establish-

ment. But, reder, pass in |
W. H, Hows
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