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INTRODUCTION.
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I have written the following pages because I felt the
need of such a book of reference for my own pupils, but it
ie not intended to take the place of a grammar, although it
may do so with the natural methods of teaching.

Albany, 1880, ArMaxp pe PoTTER.

ABBREVIATIONS.

adj. stands for adjective,
snt. % Y anterior.

sux, “* “ anxiliary.

chap. “ “ chapter.

def. % % definite.

ex. W axample.

£ # % feminine.

fuat. * % {future

i “ % impersonal.

irr. ¥ % jrregular.

m. # % maseuline.

I 111 EL] TOUE,

part. “ ¢ participle,
; pers. ¥ % person.

pres. % present.

pl @ o plural. -

reg.  “ “ regular.
subj. “ ¥ subjunctive,
V. (13 11 TORS,

W. % wanting.

* The suthor is indebled for scme valuable suggesiions (o his
o fri end, Prof. E. Gastinean, of New York.



4 INTRODUCTION.

REMARKS ON THE GENDER OF NOUNS.

1. There is no neuter gender in French, and consequently
the names of inanimate objects are either masculine or
Jemidnine. It may be observed here that practice and dic-
tionaries are the best means to master the gender of nouns
of inanimate objects ; however, a few general chservations
are here given, which will be found of great assistance to
the student.

2. Masculine : 1st. Names of towns, as Paris (except
those ending in ¢ or es, a8 Rome). 2d. Names of metals,
minerals, and colowrs, as or, fer, &c. 3d. Names of duys,
months, and seaeone; as lundi, awrd, hiver, &o. 4th.
Namee of frees and shrube; as chine, rosier, &e. (ercept:
Ebine, épine, aubépine, ronce, vigne): 5th. Adjectives, verba,
and prepositions used substantively ; as Putile, le boire, le
contre, &e.  6th. All names designating a man ; as pére,
roi, &o. Tth. All names designating the male of an animal,
as le cheval, chat, lion, &e. Sth. All names ending in one
of the eleven letters b, ¢, d, g, b, k, |, p, q, y, z; 8a le
plomb, le banc, le bord, le rang, Valmanach, le carrick, le
bal, le camp, le cog, le jury, le nez, &e.

2. Feminine: 1st. All names designating a woman ; a3
la mére, veine, &Ko, 2d. All names designating a female of
an snimal ; as jument, chatte, Honne, &e.

4, Bometimes the same word ie used for male or female
of an animal, in which case the word is either masculine or
feminine, according to its termination ; as byfile, castor,
chameau, &e., always masculine ; pirafe, souris, tortue, &e.,
always feminine.

N. B.—When, in speaking of these animals, we wish to
distinguish their sex, we are obliged to designate it by
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adding the word mdle or femelle ; as le mile de la girafe,
la femelle du chameaun; or la girafe mile, le chamean
femelle.

5. Nouns having the following terminations are feminine :

ace;*la glace, &c,

ade ; ambasade, &c.

ance, ence; conatance, &o. (except silence),

ande. ende: demande, &o.

esse ! adresse, caresse, &e,

etr: chaleur, &o. (ewcept bonnewr, honneur, malleur,
fabeur

ise » bétise, franchise, &e.

rie ! barbarie, furie, &c.

sion: pension, &e,

té: bonté, &o, (except obté, pdts, comits, traité, ec).
wde: étude, solitude, &e.

wie ! lune, fortune, &e,

ure: brilure, culture, &c.

wion : réflexion, &e.

#
CAPITAL LETTERS.

Capital letters (les majuscule) are used at the beginning
of every sentence in prose; of every verse in poetry ; of
all Christian and proper names of persons, as Napoléon,
Fierre Corneille ; of places, as I Amérigue, la France, Paris,
le Lowwre; of people, as les Anglais, les Parisiens ; of
seas, rivers, mountains, &e,, as la Miditerranée, le beaw
Rhin, lea Alpes.
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RULES FOR CONSTRUCTION.

L. THE SUBJECT. *

1. The subject of a werb is generally a noun: Dien
récompense la vertn, Poisexu vole [ or a pronoen : je tra-
vaille, g lis,

2. We find the subject by means of the question qui est-ce
qui P for persons, and gu'est-ce qui ¥ for things, Tne mére
aime som enfant.  Qui eat-ce qui aime? Une méte ; mire
is the subject of aime. La charité honore 'homme, Q'
eat-ce gqui honore? La charité ; charité is the subject of
honore,

3. As a general rule, the subject is placed at the begin-
ning of the phrase, except in the interrogative form.

4. In the interrogative forms the subject is placed st the
beginning of a phrase if it is & noun, and the pronoun is
repeated after the verb : Le pire a-t-il le livre F

5, If the subject i8 a pronoun, in the interrogative form,
it is usually placed after the verb. But in interrogative
sentences beginning with the form est-ce-gue, the subject
precedes the verb : Est-ce-qu'él parlera ?

II. THE COMPLEMENTS OR OBJECTS,

1. If they are nowns, they stand after the verb to which
they belong., If they are pronowns, they are placed before
the verb, except in the imperative affirmative.

2, There is & direct and an indirect object,

3. The diérect completes the signification of the verb,
without the aid of any other word ; it answers to the ques-
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tion gui? for persons, and guoi? for things: J'instruis
mes éldves. Je chéris Pétude. Finstruis qui? Mes éléves.
Je chéris quoi? L’étude. Mes tléves, I'étude, are the direct
objeots of j’ instruis and je chéris.

4. The indirect object is that which completes the mean-
ing of the verb with the aid of a preposition ; it answers
to the questions d qui P de qui P pour qui? avec qui ? ete.,
for persons, and to the questions d guoi ? de quoi ? etc., for
things : J'obéie d mon maitre. Je m’ oceupe dhistoire.
J'obéis d gui? A mon maitre. Je m'occupe de guoi?
D'histoire. A mon maitre, d’histoire, are of course the
indirect objects of Fobeis and je m'occupe.

5, If nouns, the direct object generally precedes the in-
direct : J'envoie les Hures 4 votre frére,

6. When both pronouns are of the same person, the direct
object precedes the indirect: Je le fui priterai.

7. When both pronouns are of different persoms, the
indirect precedes the direct : Je vous le promets,

8. In the imperative used affirmatively the direct inva-
riably precedes the indirect object, and both follow the
verb ; and then the pronouns moi and tof, are used instead
of me and te: Donnez-le-moi. Donnez-mei du vin,

#, But when the imperative is negative, the pronoun ob-
ject prececdes the verb, and follows rules 8 and 7. Ex,: Ne
fa remerciez pas.

10. S1GNIFICATION OF THE PRONOUN OBJECTS BEFOEE THE

VERBS,

e = me or to me. fuei = to him, to her.
¢ = thee or to thee, lewr == them, to them,
¢ = bim, it. ; vous = us, to us,

It == her, it. VOUs == you, to you.

doy == them.
2



