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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tre following attempt to give a succinet descrip-
tion of the Parentage, Progress, and Practice of
Letter Press Printing, and of the modus operandi
of the various processes incidental to the art, has
been suggested by the frequent enqumiries on the
gohject, and the preat inferest manifested in it, by
the numerous visitors to the Clarendon Prese, It
sims at no more than being an un-technical popalar
hand-book,

Oxford, 1876. E. P H.
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q HAT the invention of printing has conferred
upon the mass of mankind one of the greatest
of temporal blessings will not be disputed.
- Learning was previcusly restricted to com-
% paratively o favoured few ; books eonsisted cn-
3 tirely of manuseripts—writings on leaves, skins,
* und other substances—executed with enormous
labour asod at so grest an sxpeuse that few besides
the very rich could afford the luxury of evem & very
limited library.
Crowds of ecclesiastics spent their whole lives in labor-
icusly transeribing bocks of which copies were required—
+ + + o olong the cloister’s painted slde
The monks—eash bending low vpon his bogl,
With head on hand reclined—their stodies plisd.
Forbid to gossip, or, in fuct, to look,
Lengthways their regulated seats they took,




8 THE PROGRESS OF PRINTING.

The strutting Prior gaeed with pompoue mien

And wakeful tongue, prepared with prompt rebeke

If monk aslecp in sheltering bood were scen ;

He, wapy, often peeped bencath that rosset soreen,
Hard by, againat the window's adverss light,

Where Jesks were wont in length of row o stand,

The gowned ' soribblers™ inclined to wrte,

Monks, in foet, were the real predecessors of modern
printers ; multiplying books, however, with predigious
toil and labour—in fuct, living a life of literary slavery,
These MSS. were necessarily almost out of the reach of
the people at large—nsy, famoune chiefs, great lorde, and
powerful sovercigns were worse off than young children
in our porish echools, for they sometimes could net even
write tlwir own names,

Whoever refleeta npon this state of things will not be
sarprised that the progress of menkind in every thing
intellectun] and wseful was extremely slow and difficult.
Not that there was no learning, but that it was con-
fined to a favoured few, and In many cases was re-
stricted to the individual posscssor—was uneymmunicated
and uncommunicateable. No wonder, therefors, that the
world at large wae in the darkest ignorance—error grined
strength—important and valoable truths died at their very

birth, or struggled feebly for existence, till the art of

printing nourished them into maturity, and enabled them,
like well-watered and cultured plants, to strike their roots
deeply sl spread their branches widely—to produce their
natural and genmine frait of practical good to the human
rage.
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