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PREIFACE.

Iy |‘,~D:|'n£:|ii;an1:i_: with the therep-!:.!lt-:li redplost of a
number of lizerary friends I present this velume to
the puldic.  Tn deipg so thers s another motive that
has influenced me, aod 1 may be pardoasd, if here, at
the eommencement of 1oy tasi, I brielly record if.

In thus giving a sketeh of my nation's history, de-
soribing it hnﬁr&, its conntey and its peenliarities and
in narrating its traditionary legemds [ may awaken in
the American heart a deeper feeling for the race of red-
inen and indace the pale-face to nse greater effort to
eHeet an improvement in their secial and political re.
lations,

You must know that my advantages have not besn
very greal for the attaimnent of knowledge ; that, in
common with my forest brethren I have, as the saying

is, * been brought up in the woods.” 1 feel incompe-
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tent for my work, but, am dopelled forward by the
though: that the nation whose history 1 here feebly
sketch seems passing away and that unless a work
fikee this is sent forth, mwuel, very mnch that is inter-
esting and instruerive o thoto pations aetions will
with it pass away.

Though I canool wicld the pen of o Mecawlay or
the gracef] wand of an Fredar with which (o delin-
eale an Indian’s life, vet 1 move a pen guided by an
intimate koowledpe of the salject it traces ont, the
joys and the sorrows i reconds,

It is not many yvears zince I laid asids my bow and
arrows, and the love for the wild loresl, born with e,
I yet retain, 'I'wenty mwaths passed in a school in
Illinois has heen the sum-total of my scheoling, save
that I have received in the wide wnrlc.l. During my
residence of six years among the pale-faces T have
acquired o koowledge of men and things, moach, very
much more I have yel to learn, and it is iy desire
that my brethren in the far west may share with me
my erust of wnformadion; for this end 1 have labored
and do labor, and will eonbinne to labor, 1]l suecess
erowns my efferts ar my voice and hand are silent in
the home of the |]-']JF|T1L'I.1_

To the Christizn and the Philanthropizt, T present



