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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE
Inbabilanis, Climate, Soil, Rivers, Produlions,
Animals, and other matters worthy of Notice.
Mapw By

Mr. JOHN BARTRAM,

In hia Travels from

PENSILVANIA

TO
ONoNDAGO, OswEGO and the Lake Onranio,
In CANADA.

Ta which is annex’d, & curions Acconnt of {ke
Cataracrs at N/AGARA.
By Mr. PrTER K &4 LM,

A Sweddfk GENTLEMAN who travelled there,

L ONDON:

Printed for J. WEHISTON and B, Waith, in
Fleel-Siveet, 1751.
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AHE following Journal was kept by

Mr. jokn Bartram, in his travels
)@ from his own houfe near Phrladel

§ phiz to Omondago, and Ofwego on
" the Cadarakin or Ontario Lake. It
is a misfortune to the publick, that this inge-
nious perfon had not a literal education, it is
no wonder therefore, that his ftile is not fo clear
as we conld wifh, however, in every piece of
his, there are evident marks of much good
fenfe, penetration, and fincerity, join'd to a
commendable curiofity. It was to gratify this
difpofition, aud that of his correfpondents re-
queft in Fngland, that he undertook, after
other expeditions, to accompany Mr. Heifar ou
the bafinefs of the government, and was honour-
ed with the encouragement of fomne very judici-
ous apd generous noblemen Aere, fince dead, and
the frio:m?3 fhip of the skilfulleft botanifts in Zw

It may be proper to inform the reader, that
the negotiations fet on foot in the conferenees

. here related, produced a comgrefs at Lancafter

in Penfilvania, begun the 22d of June follow-
ing, which was attended with the wif h'd for fue-
cefs, in an amicable adjuftment of all differences
between the parties, under the mediation of the
governor of Penfilvania. This treaty was print-
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ed the fame year at Philadelphia, and is to be
found in Mr. Golden's kiftory of the 5 Indian
Nations. A book worthy of the readers pernfal.

‘This journal was by feveral accidents prevent-
ed from armiving in England till fune 1750, and
is now made publick without the author’s know-
ledge, at the inftance of feveral gentlemen, who
were more in number than could conveniently
perufe the manufeript. Had he intended it for
publication be would have made it probably
more entertaining and perhaps have retrenched
fome parts that made the leaft figure in it.

The friend to whom he t it, though
himfelf not at liberty to make any material
alteration, though as it mow appears, man
who feek only amufement in what they rea:i
will in thofe places be difappointed where only
are treated of the feveral plamts with which
nsture has bonntifully covered the hills and
valleys he travers’d, with the varions quali-
ties of the foil and climate,

But when it is confider'd of how great im-

ce an intimate acquaintance with the na-
tural ftate of this vaft wildernefs, and its capa-
city of further improvement is to Great Britain,
and how little the endeavours of our country-
men have yet advanced this work, while we are
indebted to our moft dangerous rivals for the
little we do know, who will, if poffible, re
themfelves by excluding us from all we'dpp:ol:
actually cultivate, and leave us Zhaf only while
they want power to take it from us: Icnn:not
t
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but think this plain yet fenfible piece merits
attention. It is by purfuing the difcovery of
the interior ftate of this great continent, that
we can fcarcely fail attaining an end, that moft
worthy the aim of -a great maritime power,
honored as well as firengthened by a fair pro-
geny of the moft flourifhing colonies in the
world, and of which a good Ewmglifhmanr with
gﬂﬁar pleafure will ind P Charlevoiz con-
ing (however unwilling to own any thing
inconfiftent with the glory of his country) Zkat
France cannot behold them without Tervor.

Knowledge muft precede a fettlement, and
when Penfilvanza and Pirgimia fhall have ex-
tended their habitations to the branches of the
Miffiffipp that water thefe provinces, on the

e of the Blue Mounigin, we may rea-
fonably hope to infure afafe and eafy commu.-
nication with the moft remote known parts of
North America, and to fecure the poffeffion of a
dominion nnbounded by any present difcoveries.

If this defirable prof] appear chimerical,
because great and diftant, it is at least true,
that no obftscle can be pointed out, but what
we may eafily remove.

England already poffeffes an uninterrupted
line of well-peopled provinces of the coast, fue-
ceffively begun within lefs than 150 years, fhe
fees them every year augmented by an acceffion
of fubjedts, excited by the defire of living under
governments and laws formed on the moft excel-
lent model upon earth. In vain do we lock for
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an equal prosperity among the plantations of
other Eurgpean nations becaufe every power has
tranfplanted its conftitution with its people.
This furprizing increafe of people is a founda-
tion that will bear a mighty fuperstruéture, we
need no other proof tham in the wonderful
frowth of one of the provincies, (Pemfrlvania
mean) which tho' the yu‘\;;?e& of all, yet
being more particularly founded on the princi-
ples of moderation (lke firf? af all polstical Vir-
fues) and every way fam’d for the wifdom and
lenity of its government, is become the admi-
ration of thofe who compare it with any thing
related by hiftory, and the well-known refuge
o the opprefs’d and perfecuted, who chear-
fully abondon their native foil te purchafe the
ineftimable bleffing of liberty and peace,

The inhabitants of all thefe colonies have
eminently deferved the charadter of induftrious
in agriculture and commerce. I could wifh
they had as well deferved that of adwverturous
in tnland difeoverzes, in this they have been
much outdone by another Nation, whofe po-
verty of country and unfettled temper have
prompted them to such views of extending
their poffeffions, as onr agriculture and com-
merce now make neceffary for us to imitate.
In this skillful Perfons may employ themfelves ;
but a more accurate obferver than our author
will not readily be found.

‘The welfare of a colony concerns the count
from whence it derjves its origin, in nothing g

much
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much as in the quantity of land broke up for
tillage, the natural confequence of extending the
frontier fettlements. ‘This is not only beneficial
in proportion to the increafe of vent, among the
new fettlers of comodities exported from the
mother country; but by preventing the additi-
onal hands from applying themfelves to fuch
manufadtures as may interfere with the com-
wmerce, ¢ffeftually hinders a michief that might
frop the advantages reaped before. A jealoufy
has long prevailed at home, of manufaégu:es in
America, and it has been ufual for our manu-
fafturers on variots occafions to exprefs this
opinion in frequent applications to parliament,
vainly hoping to force a confumption abroad
from the weakeft of all refources, prohebetary
laws: But the wifdom of the legiflature has
provided the moft effeftnal, if not the only re-
medy, by enconraging the vent of the growths
of America, and thereby engaging the inhs-
bitants to employ themfelves in raifing them;
a condu® grounded on the invariable obferva-
tion, that perfedtion in agriculture naturally pre-
cedes manufadtures, wherever a country finds a
market for its produce fufficient to provide
itfelf with the latter.

Mr. Kalw's narrative of his travels to the
Falls of Niggara, is a proper fupplement to the
journey to Ofiwego, his voyage begins from
that place, and cartes us on further in the
fearch of every thing worthy our notice in this
country: ‘This gentleman is well known to be

a
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a man of worth and great skill in natural
hiftory, and his little piece befides the candour
and veracity of the writer, derives a great valne
from its being the ouly account in our language
of this fiupendous n{v]eﬁ P. Charlevoiz an
Author of good credit, (where the intereft of
his nmation and religion are unconcermcd) has
given us a defeription perfeftly agreeable to
Mr. Kabw's, tho' much lefs ecircumfiantial:
It was in 1722, k¢ was on the fpot, and the
heights had not then probably been taked by
inftruments, for he feems to think it very difh-
cult if pofible; He gueffes the great Fall to

be 140 or 150 feet from a meafure taken
founding; and adds, that he has feen fmall
birds flutter juft above the fall itfelf: we have
likewife an account of this catara®t Phil. Trans.
No. 371. p. 69. from Mr. Boruffan tranfmitted
by Mr. Dudley. Mr. Boruffan relates that the
Governor of Canada’s fon the Marquis de Ca-
vagnal had founded it, and fixed the perpen-
dicular fall at 26 fathom, this was alfo in 1722,
I cannot help taking notice of the alarm Mr.
Kalm's arrival gave the French at Niagara. They
are confcious their enjoyment of this Fortisa
manifeft violation of the treaty of Ultrecks tho'
theY know the juftice of the Ewplefh Nalion
not permit them to compell the Semea's

againft their inclination to diflodge them.

Among other curious of Mr. Bartram's
journal are his thoughts (thrown together at the
end) on the Origin of the Aborigines of Ame-
rica ;
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