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PREFATORY NOTE

Trese Lectures are printed almost as they were
delivered. To the Second, that more specially
on the Philosophy, I have added a few passages
omitted in speaking, owing to the lmit of fime,
but fitted to develop some of the points more
fully. J. V.

The COLLEGE, GLABGOW,
Fabruary 1853,






LECTURE I

L PHILOSOTAY IN BOOTLAND DBIFORE OAMILTON, ——
THE REGENTING AND THE FROFESSOBIATE.

Tex study of Mental Philosophy haa long heen a highly
characteriatic featura of the university system of Seot
land. Logic, I'hysics, and Ethies formed the slmost
exclusive subjscts of instruetion in the Arts’ Facnlty of
the pre-Reformation universitica — viz, 5t Andrews,
(Glasgow, Aberdecn—at their forndation in the fifteenth
century, and for a long time sfterwerds. Ihuring the
fifteenih, sixteenth, and even the seventeenth centuries,
there was handly a univemity on the continent of
Europe st any time, which did not contain,—J might
almoat say, was not made famous hy—a Scottish Regent
or Professor of Philosophy, who had learned his dialectic
in his native wniversity. Just sz the medieeval Seot
sought service and fame on foreipn battle-fields, so his
poorer compatriot sought the laurel of learning in foreign
nniversities, “The Seots,” said Frasmus, “take a
natural delight in dialectical subtleties ;" and the
names of Major, Lockhart, and Wedderbum in the
A
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University of Paris, Mark Duncan in Saumur, Robert
Balfour in Bordeaux, Gilbert Jack in Leyden, and
numerons others, testify te the fact that dialectic was
the strong and cultivated Faenity of the Seot all
through those fimes,

In those centuries no doubt the aim of university
instroetion was oulture, rather than the eearch after
new truths, or oven putfing men in the way of secking
new truthe, It was culture, too, of & somewhsl nar-
row kind, being that mainly of intelleciusl acuteness,
dexterity in s debate, in propugning or impugning a
given thesis, Tt was a eunlture, in fact, almost exclu-
sively based on the Togic and Philosophy of Arslotle.
The circnmstances of the timoes led to this, the char-
acter of the teacherz s meinly ecclesiastics, but above
all the system of tesching which cxisted, that of regent-
ing, w8 it was called.  This mesnt that the student was
handed over st the commencement of his university
gtudics to a eingle teacher, who carried him through
the four years' eourse, instructing him in the different
subjects in turn, and finally presenting him for grad-
uation. The teaching was mainly from appointed
text-books, or from dictate given by the regent, in
the different eubjects.  These the student had to
master, Thare wag liktle or no room for free thought
on the part either of tescher or pupil The practics
of disputation, which allowed some seops for individual
thoupht, hardly rose beyond arpuments gro and con on
the given thesis, It is thus clear that there could not
be mueh progress in philosophical speculation or thought
on such a system, even had the state of the country
been tranguil, fres from those devastating English wars,
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thoss civil broils, those constant revolutions in State
and Church, which, up to 1688, interfered with intel-
leetual concentration, imperilled the very existence of
the universities, and made the life of the Beottish
scholar in his own land almost impossible. Any fresh
thought which we find in these times was the swell of
a-wave from without The existing theses which have
eome down to us show over and anon the passing
influence of a great thinker, forsign to our soil In
the sixteenth century we find traces of the influsnes
of Ramus, in the seventsenth of Descartea and Locke.
Bet it was only a3 an echo from other lands; free
thonght had not yel arisen in the Seotiish universitics :
they had yet no voice of their own; they had not con-
guercd any truth for themselves, and thus as yst had
ne title to mounld the philosephy of other natiome.

But a beneficiel change and reform took place in the be-
ginning and towards the middle of the eighteenth century.
In the universitics the old regenting system was broken
np; the different subjects of the curriculum were dis
tributed among different teachers ; the system of the
professoriate aruss ;- the studend came in contact with a
new tsacher at every term in his course ; dictation and
text-books were comparatively euperseded ; the professor
became free to think for himeclf, was to a ecertain ex-
tent under an obligation lo do eo.  Lecturing in English
was enbstituted for dictation in Latin. There was
elso in the country greater calm and leisure for reflection ;
und now it was that there aross the first movement of
that free thought and independent examination of the
great problems of speculation, — regarding man, the
world, and OCod, —which has grown continuously
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within the last hundred and fifty years, and which
has been sustained, incressed, snd widened by a suc-
ceasion of men of original power, industrious research,
and simple life and manners, whose names are an
honour to any land. Nead I mention Turnbull and
Campbell of Aberdeen ; Gerschom Carmichael, Francis
Hutcheson, Adam Smith, Thomas Reid of Glasgow ;
Adam Fergmeon, Dugald Stewart, Thomas Brown, and
Bir William Hamilton of Edinburgh? And ought I not
to add to the memorable list, thongh his thinking was
cast in a somewhat dilfersnt mould, James Fredenck
Ferrier of 5t Andrews 12

And what i more, the eourse of thought which rose
and flowed onwards sinee the beginning of laat century
to our own day, has been so continuous and a0 marked
in feature and character ss to have deserved and received
the name of a Bchool of Philosophy; a school which
haa influenced tha epeculative mind alike of France and
Awerica, which mainly helped to raise the academie
thought of France in the early part of this cemtury
above the husks of eopsstionalisin and materialism,
and to elevate and beautify it with & scnee of the
dignity of man, and the fecling of o true spiritualism.

Kow I am not here to stand up for every conclusion
of this school or of any school. Nor am I prepared to
eny that it does not require supplement, widening, in
some respoctz courape and elsvation. I do not believe
in traditionalism in philozophy sny more than I believe
in stagnation in human life, What we gain in philo-

! These and other facta in the kistogy of the Beoltish universities

were stated by the present writer in two contributions to Mind, Nos.
v, vi., Janmary and April, 1877,




