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AT a mEpTive oF THE Finer Cavrer iw Hanrrorp,
Jurr 11, 1836,

Voted, That the thanke of the Church be prescoted to cur
Pastor, for his very appropriate discourse lately delivered on
its second Cen;tennii.l.&mimnmy, and that a copy of the
same be requested for piblication.

Antest, WiLiaw W, Tuvaszr, Clerk.
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 Puacam 7B: 17, Give ear, O my poopie, to my law: incline your sars o
tha words of my mouth. I will opan my mouth in & parable; [ will ottar
dark sayings of old, which we have heard and known, and our fithers bave
told us. We will not hide them from their children, showing to the genera-
tion to come the praises of the Lord, and his strength, apd his wonderfal
works that be hath done. For be established & testimeny in Jacob, amnd
appointed a law in Israel, which hs commanded our fathers, that they shonled
make them koown te their children; that the geberation to come might
know them, even the children which sboulkd be born: who should arise and
declare them o their children; that they might sst their bops in God, and
mot farget the works of God, but kesp his commandmfnts, N

It is two hundred wyesrs, thia menth—on what
day cannot now be determined,—since the church, pes . .
customed to meet in this house, came to this town aod
commenced here the worship of God which it has ever
since regularly maintained. T have thought the occasion
a fit one for reviving some recollections of the history
of the church and of ita pastors, together with such
reflcetions on the past, as may serve to make us grateful
for the present, and afford us useful lessons for the
future.

As we logk back to the period when our fathers eame
here and began the great work of laying the foundations
of our civil and religious institutions, a thousand interest-
ing associations crowd into the mind, and we scarcely
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know where to begin, in the discharge of the duty we
bave undertaken. We love to dwell on the virtues of
the venerated men, to whose self deninls, and toils, and
prayers, we feel that we are indebted for the chiefl
blessings that distinguish our lot. We are interested
and instructed, when we contemplate the principles of
civil end religious liberty which, in a dark and iron age,
they developed and established in this new world. We
are moved with wonder and gratitude, when we think of
the wide spread influence of those principles, and of the

immensely interesting consequences which heve flowed -

from the humble labors of men, who, driven out, a= ex-
iles and criminals from their native land, sought an
asylum for religion and freedom on these western shores.
But on these topica we cannot now enlarge, Nor is it
necessary, a8 we have often dwelt upon them on former
oceasions. My present design is more limited, and will
be confined to such brief notices of our history as can be
comprised within a single discourse.

The origina! founders of thiz church were a choice

llection of men from Braintree and its vicinity, in Essex

ounty, Englend. Like the great body of the first set-
tlers of New England, they were Nonconformisis or
Puritans;* and not being permitted to worship God ac-

* This was a narne which first abiained in the reign of gessn Ebzabeth,
in 1564. It was a pame of reproach, te distinguish and stignmetize those who
did mot conform 10 the lturgy, ceremenies, and discipline, of the charch of
England. Fuoller says, ‘it was improved to sbose picos peopls, who en-
deavored to follow the winistar with & purs heart, and labored for & puresad
boly lifs,! Tramball, vol. 1, p. 280,

It was & distingnishing mark of & paritan in these times, 1o see him going 1o
ehuareh twice ou the Lord"s day with hia Bible undes his arm ; and whils others
ware at plays and interlodes, st revels, or walling in the fislds, or at the diver.
sidaa of bowling, fencing &o. on the ovaning of the Babbaih, thess with their
famifiea ware smployed in reading the scriptures, singing pealms, catechising
their children, repeating sermonaand prayer.’ Neal's His. of Puritane p. 580.
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eording to their views of duty in their native land, they,
in 1632, emigrated to this country and settled at New-
town, now Combridge, Massachusetts. There they built
the first meeting house ¢ with & bell upon it; and invited
the Rev. Thomas Hooker, whose ministry they had oc-
casionally enjoyed in England, to become their pastor.
Aecordingly in the summer of 16833, he, with about two
hnndred other passengers, among whom was the famoas
John Cotton, and Stone, and Pierce, and Haynes, and
“many other men of good estates,’ embarked for this
country, where they arrived on the 4th of September. Ow™
the 11th of Oectober following, thia church was organized
at Newtown,and Messrs. Hooker and Stone were ordain-
ed its pastor and teacher.® It was the eighth church es-
tablished in New England, and the first in this State.

* It was & common opinion, in tha early history of Wew England, that in
every church, completely orgenized, thers was a pastor, teacher, ruling
elder and descous. Beiween the offices of pestor sod tescher thera was
thoaght 1o be & difference; buiin what it copsisted, it iz not essy now to
aacertain,

The tenions themsoelves, thoagh st first disiinet, soon became pomveriibls,
&nd the distinclion, whataver it wea in the beginning, was are long lost aight
of. Trumboll says thay the pasor’s work consisted principally in exzhorta-
tioti, working upon the will and affectivns. To this his stodies and visite
ware chiefly directed; thet by hin judicious, and sffectionate sddresses, he
might win the paople to the love and the practice of the truth, But the
tancher was doctor in scclepia, whose busiaees it wes o teach, expliin and
defond the doetrines of christianity.

The business of the ruling elder was to aasist the Pastor in the govern-
ment of the charch. He was particularly set apant (o watch over its mem-
bere: to prepare and bring forward cases of discipling; to vint and pray with
the sick; and in tha ab of the pastor and teacher, to lead the devolions
of the congregation and axpound the scriptares. It was an office very simi-
lar 1o that of deacon, and was not kept up, except in a very few churches,
more than fifty years. The aathority for thesa distingt offices was sapposad
1o be found in Homaoe 12:7. 1. Cor. 12: 28, 1. Tim. 5: 17. and
Egph. 4: 17.

Bee Winthrop's Joornal, by Bavage—vel. 1, 3t. Trumboli 1, 290,
Hocker's Survey part 11. p. 4, 30,




In June 1638, n settlement baving been effected here the
preceding antumn, nearly the entire church and con-
gregation, with its pastor and teacher, consisting in all
of about oné hundred souls, commenced & removal to
ihis place. Now that the sume distance is daily passed
over in ten or twelve hours, we can scarcely conceive of
the difficdlties which our™piona ancestors had to encoonn-
ter, ere they could reach the banks of the *beautiful
Connecticut,’ the place of their future home. They had
to make their way throogh a ® hideous trackless wilder-
derness ; over mountains, through swamps and thickets
and rivers, with no guide but the compass, with no
covering but the heavens, and no lodgings but such as
simple nature afforded them.” They drove with them
one hundred end sixty cattle, and subsisted on the
milk of the kine during the journey. After a fortnight’s
travel throngh the wilderness, tenanted only by wild
beasts and savage men, they reached this place of their
destination. Here they set up the worship of God in
the regular administration of his word and ordinances.
Here they lived and labored and proyed together. Here.
they enjoyed the special smiles of their covenant God
and Saviour. Here they died; beneath and around us
isthe place of their sepulchres ; and heve, having ceased
from their labors on earth, they ascended to their re-
ward in heaven. .

One of their first cares, after their arrival, was to
provide m place of worship. Its location was a little
North of where the Universalist meeting house now
stands. It was of eourse a rude, inconvenient building,
constructed of logs end covered with thatch., It was
occupied only a short period as a place of worship, and,
in 1649, was, by vote of the town, given to Mr. Hooker.*

* Town Records, vol 1, p. 67. 4 rd
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The second house for public worship was built in 1638.
It was located & little distance eastward, from where
the State house now stands, and served as the place of
our father’s worship 80 years.

It was a circumstance of great importance to the subse--
quent prosperity of the churches of New England, that
they were founded by men eminently qualified for the
work ; distinguished alike for their talents, their learn-
ing and their piety. This may cspecially be said of
those who established the first churches of Connecticut.
They were among the most pious, disereet and intelli-
gent of the Puritane ; raised up in providence to impress
a high character onthe agce to which they belonged, and
to give o new and permanent direction to human affairs.

Thomas Hooker, the first pastor of this church, has
justly been styled ‘the Light of the weslern churches and
oracle of the colony of Conneciicwt.’ No sage of antiguity
was superior to him in wisdom, moderation and firmness;
none equal to him in the grandeur of hiz moral charac-
ter and the elevation of his devotion. If we except the
Rev. Jobn Cotton of Boston, perhaps ne man in New
England exerted a greater influence in the eivil and
religious affairs of the country than did this distinguished
scholar and emiment scrvant of Christ. He was born
at Marfield, England, in 1586, and wns educated at
Emanuel College, Cambridge, where he was afterwards
promoted to a fellowship, in which office he ‘aoquitted
_himself with such sbility and faithfulncss as commanded
universal approbation and applause.” After leaving the
University, he preached for some time in London and
afterwards at Chelmsford with great success. Among

- the multiplied fruits of bie ministry in that place was
Eliot, the famed apostle of the Indians.* So well was he

* One of the principal instroments which the God pfhuwn used in
tinging aad filling the mind of this ehosen vessel (Elios} with good principles



