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INTRODUCTION.

Ow tha 1eth of Noveraber last, the juey in the divoreo aolion of
HOrEhea v OOEken and Parnell ™ provonmesd heir verdicl, They
fowrsl that the charges agaivst tho respmmdent and the co-
reepondeut bad been proved, and that theee bad beon no con-
nivanee on the pacd of the petitioner,  Ten montlis bed elapsed
hetwaon the teene af tho writ amil the teinl, and it i3 impossible
te suppose that doring this leng fuleeval e efocts of 1 decision
adbverse to M, Parpell weee not a subjecl of specnlubion ta many
persong aetively intereated in poblic alfzivs.  he docisiou itsalf
was very gencrally anticipated Ly thoae Eeat gualified to judse,
and practical politicians of all purties nnzel liave Forvsoen that it
might sorionsly medily Lhe coiuples elilicos then rubsisting
butween Mr. Parncll, the Teish Pacliawcntscy parly, and the
Lridish (3ladsbonians, Yot it may be sabd that the politioal son-
soquatess of the {eis] came aa g saeprise to cven tho wost ntel-
ligent chacrvors of earront wrenta.  No acourate forccast of those
consoguenee: had besn wede, becanse Uha dobe Bor sroh w Farecast
wers, i fact, inadeguate. The existeroe of the Lyvo furees which
Bave proved o ke the detsmining facters In toe  siluation
eroafed by the verdict was indesd known, Tnt thers wore no
maand of ealenluting the strenglh of tieong, cr Lhe prolalle diree-
tion of the other. Theze forces were the dissfection of the lrish
Walivnalists towards their Teader, am] that cuckona eoral entity,
e Noneonformizt  eonscicnoe.
gaainted with Irish  politics had long becn aware that Lhe
Nationalist ranks contained elements Biterly lhostile o the
snpramacy of Mr Parneli, They kopew that be had a ol of
personal enemics within the lvish FPaliamentsey party. 1oy
knew, too, thot the lvish priosthood disliked the leadership of a

Persouns rIIL:'l.]L:]'Jltl"ll'I-' -

Protestant, and that prominent mesibers of the ol Lo Leagoo

noirishod fleveo resentments agoinst the elicd of the *tconstiin.

tional ** party. But the foree nwl voluwo of the dissfoction
12



v, INTRODUCTION.

charialund iy these several scctions of tho Irish Nalionalists
towards the commeon Teader of them all, wero wholly wnsuspectod,
Thuy were conconled by tha iron dizciplice of tho Marliamentary
party, by the professiounl timidity and roticenee of the priests,
awd by the seree of their own impotenee eolorbained by Lhe dis-
cotlitod Laned Looguers o long as they remaiood without allics,
Tho power ns we!l as the ovistonee of ¢ tho Nonconformiat
eonErionen T were well known, tme ita idioaynerasies are so in-
serutablo, its operutions in the sphero of Trish polities have boon
fur Tanny yours sooabnonual snd se oermelic, Lhet avy eonfident
prciction of ita action under novel conditions was fwpossible.
On tha one hend, 16 had always pecfesacd o lase its political
judmeents vaonorigtd awd oufaltering oledience to the precepts of
the Breealogne On Lhe othor 16 had condoned tae dlagrant and syvs-
towmadic breach of many of thosy precepds by thoe lrish Nationalists
for vears, To Foretell it viow of Mr. Parpell’s dolinguoncios
wue &ogrublom, as evenls provesl, whish ©° passed Lhe wit of
nne, "

Little, hewever, na the pelitival esonscoucners of the (divorce
action Diad been forcscen, thoy constitnted notling loas thon
plikicn] eabastrophe,  Fething like it cither for Che deamatie
interest ol ibs development, or fou the efect it poomisea bo coereise
ou the foelones of politienl pertios in the United Wiogdom, has
ocenrted  within the memery of the present generation. Tt s
balieved, therefors, that a permanent roeord of Lhese ovents will
b necoptabbe, uob only to stodents of history sod patities, but to
#&ll who take an interest in publie nffeics, whother at hooe or alrond.
Aeeordingly, it has been determinod to repubiiah in the prosent
volumna the toblbors, manifestoea, and othar documents 155ued by the
sovaral porties to the conllist, topather with the reports of the meel-
ings of tho Leish Parlinmentocy pacly during tho erisie. SBeme por-
tions of tho * Ipteyview ** with My, Davitt of November 85, aod also
one ur bwo peasagen of the dobates 3o No. 15 Committeo Dooo,
Liave beon omittod, as thoy appeared to Bo develd of permsnend
intevest, and semo trifling alterations cfa verbal natore have boon
made in order to prosecre the ecntinmity of the narmative. With
those excoptions the whole of the present volumo bos beco re-
printod from the reporta which appesred from day to day in tho
colimns of The TVmers.  All the doenments queted hsve loon
reproduend ab length,
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The beok centaina A minute aeconnt ef the daily progross
of the erisia from MNovembsr 18, the dey following the verdict
in C0'8hea v O'Bhes and Tarpell,” down Lo 3Mr. Tarnell’s
departure  for  Ireland on Docomber 4 The fiest ehapter
oovers the perisd from the verdict in the divorce cnse down
to the noanimons pe-cloction of Mro Parvell as chaloman of
the Irish Parliamentary party (November 18-23), It beging with
tha repert of the Natienal League meeting o Dublin oo
Nevembor 18, glves the opinioma of Me, Williawm OHeilen and the
cthor delegates to America doliversd  the same day, and the
report of the very important meeting ab the Leinster ITall,
Dubling oo Novembar 20, ot eoncludes with Lhe oosnimoons
re-clockion of Mre Pamnel]l s chalrmen of tho lrish  Parlia-
mentary party en the firat diy of the Seasien, Toesday, November
28, Throewghout the whaole of Lhis pecied tho wowberz of that
party wied with each other in expressioms of nnaltarable Tevotion
to their old leador., Mo volee was emised against him, All
agrecd Lhot tho verdiet in the diverce action in oo wize alcetod
hiz pahlic postbion, The Ameriesn delesstes announced that
thay stood Armly by hia leadership oot omly oot of gratitoda for
Lis unpearellolid servicea in bhe post, Dot © i profound couvie-
tion that Mr. Parnell’s stetesmanship aud atchloss goalicics as
lewder aro essontial to the safety of onr canso.” At the Leinster
Hall mesting Me, Justin M Carthy himsalf nioved the fisst reso-
Intion declaring *F ghat in all peliticn] watters 3r, Tarnell
peasessed the confidoneo of the lrisk woalion,'s aod thel the
mecting © rejolced ob the determination of the Iriah FParlia-
nentary party to stand by their lemiler” Ile anind that Lhoy
wore ued godog Lo chapge Ehedr loader 'C boeanze of the ery rafscd
against him.'" He suggested that ' chivalrong aoid generous
motives ' might have Tead M. Tarnell te refrain foom delooding
himaoll in the Divoree Coart,  Hoe asked, Wero thoy geing te set
up faome whallyinfericr man ** in Mre. Parpell’s pleco, bovnoso
eorbuin Tory and Liberal Becosaionist papors had atteeked Bin ¥
4 No man of commen eense,”™  ho urged, would dream of doing
go. Me, M'Carthy did net foar the effect of the verdiet cn British
opinior,  The Heme Bulers, he contended, woald rot lose the sup-
port of any konestallies, Bome peaple, it waa trie, mighl fall away
fromi them. He caulil only esy, *f Let them fall away. The
national eanse would go oo without thew,”  3le, A'Unsthy’s

Cuay, I,
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wetion was scconded by Mro Healy, sad 30 Healy’s layalty to
Mr. Paenell cnteevalled Ae, 37 Cavdly™s, Too lrishmwen ha
declared, Mz Pusell wes 0 Tess o oman than an jnstibution,”
Thoy Tuwl been tased with servility to Me, Pamell. 3Meo Healy
reprndinted the churgo. The rish pay, be observed, without
theiv chivl wonld e ©on very peetly pocdy io tho Hoonse of
Casntaons, LB wonbi tnebnde copresentitives of ©the Soeinlists,
the Jund wilimelieers, tho ladristors ael, probalily, the adborneys, '
The elsies of Instenments they waile lo gnide thew o Hooe
tnbe was 0 aovwtber S tlean sl sl for the Foglish peeple,’
and Mr. Healy ronully warned tobevmeddlets 0 aol b spesk to
the wan ab tee wheel*™ My Gladstone’s loe Addorney-Genoral
for Leeland, 2T Samoel Walker, Q.0 warmly  sapported  the
viewa expresacd by Moo 3 Caetly aod 3e Healy, while his
eolleagne in ollice, the lots Gladstoniag  Soliciter-ieneral, The
MacDenuol, (3.0, 2ocended s forther reaciution,

The waemueity of e Parliomontary party readnad vgulvoken
five daya Tnber.  Alr. Potpell’s re-elretion ns clidvman was the
fiest hasiness ol el weeting, 1 owaes propossd by Meo Sexton,
and “wrreed Lo oenid Tewd applause, ™ Becodera from M, Par-
nobl’s Laction lave alloged thaet hia re-election was a mercly
Formal howour, amd dhat be was el expeclod b accept Lhe office
tomdered i, Mo Wind of sachoa feoling apponss In tho roepat,
It is dliatinetly stadod that Ae, Parnell # peonised that Le
wonhil continne to disehargo the dubics of leader,” in responsoe Lo
SOthe pnariwend desive 7 of the party.  Mre, Pamed] plainly teok
the vleclion seviensly, amd e digsent seons to lave beon cx-
prosaod Troam Libs view,

The seeoid chaptor contains o recon] of L chiof eventa which
happeued batwaen the adjourament of the meoling of thie Trish
Parliamentory parky oo the altecooon of November 25, aad the jssie
of Mr, ParoelPa Manifesto on Friday, November 23, The coedict
in the divoree case, it will he reicmbered, was given oo Monday,
November 170 AMe, Gliddstono has o stated, te o speceh maile ot
Tetford oo Decosnhor 11, that he feld (he proceodings in that caso
Sowankd destray entively Who moral waighd aned the moral foeee
of Mr. Parnell.  Hoodad net at onee eommunudente Lis opdoion to
M. Paenell, e oswaited for o woeel, aud o the sone speech e
explaing the reasen of his owebions 01 doeteomined,"” he says,
ol wnkel the stake of fecling in dhis country, and 1 very soun
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found that the Libeerl parky in this ecundey Lol mads o its
mind to draw o broad  istinetion between the oational ennag of
Ireland ped the porson awd the porsonal ollico of My, Parpell'”
Bir Charloes Iussall fosists, with camdait vot woere dueaging, oo
the [uet thab cobsiderations of politienl expedicaey alone, and
nob of anteaged mosality, weong Doie Meo Gladslons liis com-
lemnetion of 3r, Paenell.  Bpeikiog o Beainteee on Docomber i,
L said ehat 3t was not uotil e, Gledstonn saw Uie riging,
vrerwhalning tide of publie opinien that D (elt bonand, du s
interest of the pacty he led and of the eavise Geowlvoeslod,
te eomvey Lo the leader of the Irisih  pesyls thal his  eoms
tinued Teadership mwust have s chilling oTect npoa  the vn-
thusinsm of pmny stannch friemds ™ e, (Gidsfone’s inves-
tigntiong inte the state of fealing in the cotinlry were doubi-
loss matorially wided by the reports he vaseived from the meeting of
the Natione]l Lilesal Foderation Lebd at Sholicld su the Thovaday
and Friday after the vendiet, at a wmaoment, az Mr, John Mocley
told the dolesares, when the country was ™ pacalinsly stived by
abgiens ineldods aod painful liscloswres.” do Sunday tha
# Noueonlormist eonscicoes ™
and on Menday M. Cladstone annonnecd to Bl Modley the
conclugion to which his studies of the *f rising tide ™ Lad
browght  Dim. It waa that Mr, Paenell’a contiunaves  © at
the present woment ™ in the loadeship of tle izl party
wonld -he disgstrona to Tveland, while it wonld  pender Tis
own leadoralip  almost o oolliby.” The Ieish wembers
lopent tho contents of this dooument soon after they hod unani-
monsly and onthusiastically vo-cleatad 3Mr, Turneli as their
chatrman, and hidd reecivel hia pladee tlhat Le woeall condinue to
diselares the dulics of bis oliee, LUhey held a gecond mecting
the aume ovening, but, s Mr. Tarnell el gone Lese, thes
awljonrned witheub voming to any decizion, M. Parnel] presiied
ovar their deliberations next  day (Sovember 206). Mo Dany
auwd Dr, Commins ab once preased him te resign. Me. Jostin
M Carthy quite forgot his objection to setling up © some whally
inferior man,”" and secoled their exhectationa,  Ae, Sexton and
othor membors agread with M 30 Chetby, while Colonel Nolan
and M. John O/ Connor urged 30 Tarnelb to stick to his post,
and * nob to pevait himaalf to he dickated to by 3. Gladstone, ™
My, Pargell, © wha theonghont the proceedings lul maiotainmd

apoke from a lhwondeod clapels,
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tho attivnde of o listener, elosed the proceedings by simply
leaving the chaie.™

The mecting adjonrned  from Welnesdoy, November 26, to
Maneday, Deemwbor 1.0 On the Wedoesday night DMr. Davite
prononnend & severs cowlewnation of hiz old confedosate,
fexing Diw with teiekory sl fatsohend, declariag that ko wenld
Lave nothing moro to e with him,nnd supgresting that the loador-
ship shonlid be put Iobe comiasion,

T thivl ehnptor contains the dMenifosto jannel by Mr, Parnot]
tir 4 Elus People of Lieland ™ onthe night of Triday, Novemlee 28, tho
rapliea of My, Gladatane and e, Morley puhlished on the fellowing
day, and tho telegrara md manifeste of live of the six Americsn
delopates, proneuncing Mr. Pareoll’s retention of the leadership
to be dmpaersitle. o his Manilesto M, Tarnell alloged that the
integrity awd indepondence of s osectin of bis.party bl Twen
“gapped and deatroved Ly the wire-pallas of the Eaglish
Liberal Tavty ™ 3 that 3, G lolstono’s letter eladmed ' 5 right of
veto " om Ao Jrsh paety’s chicieo of theic own Jeader, and com-
tamed & omewace thet eesietpoce to this elaim wld invglve an
indefinile postpowemont of lame Wuolo.  Tn ensble dhe Irish
popio Lo meadurs the losa whewowith Uuwy wore threuloned unless
thoy lbwew him, theie beacder, @ be the Hnglial walves,™ Mr.
Prepell puarported o ddeseribo tha dind of Teos Bule Me, Glad-
stano was ready to goent, Mo Panell declsred that he had
chtnined hia infoountion from Mr, Gladstone himseli, when on &
vigit to Huwsnrdew i November, 15589, Tlo aaid that Mr, Glad-
atone toll him that in hia own opinton and an that of his col-
lonpups, the Leish roprosontation in the Tmperial Parliament niust
be reduoeosd fromn TED memshoera to 82, that Lo loned quostion mwusl
b woscrvod Beomn tho eooteol of Lo leish Legialstors, that tho
Irish constabunbacy must romain wuder Tmperial contral for an
indefinito period, aod that tho appointment of ° judges, resident
magiatendos, de.," ahonld be kept o the hands of tho lnperial
anthurity for aume ten or twelve yesra, Me. Pancoll pest stalod his
own viows upon theas alleged proposala of Mr. Gladstone’s, and,
afber mentioning eortnin negotintions he had had with Mr,
Maorley on questicns of  Paclinmenteey atategy, west on to
assert thal 3 Aloley ladd Tately ssked bim whether Lo would
B willing Lo seeept che Chied Sverclaryaliy for Treland Limeelf,
or wonld 2llow any ollwe meinfor of Tie paely 4o do s ; and that



