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INTRODUCTION,

T'o atlempt an apalysis of the BMemoirs now
Taid before the public wonld be utterly impossi-
hle, =0 romantie are the narratives, so thrilling
the horrors, so powerful the descriplions, so
conlinupus the thread of its Listory, A& a piece
of Autobiozraply, it has mauny and singular
characteristios, whicli stamp it al onee as one of
the miost intL_ﬂ:reslin; sl 1:nnnl.i:1r narratives cver
penned, replete with astonishing incident and
instructive moral, In these days, when (he
hand of improvement, so caolled, (God save
the mark!) wacadamizes the hoary relies of
antiquity to smoothen the path along which
civilization progresses 3 when the age of chivalry

is pone: and daring decds omd adventurous
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exploits are supersedesd by mere common-places
and matter-of-fact details; it is a thing of mar-
vel to read the inecidentz of a life so full of
romance, 3o teeming with the wild and wonder-
ful. To the light reader, who bot skims over
the surface of a book, and enjoys the tale merely
ag onc of passine amusement, forgotien soon
a8 read, these Memoirs offer all thar the most
fastidious ¢an desire of the piguant and attrace-
tive : to the reflective reader, who, not content
with the mere detail of events, inguires nto
causes, searches out motivez, and philosophizes,
en passaat, on the wit or weakness, power ar
puerility, of the bumuan wind, herein will be founid
ample scope and yerge cnowsh for his most
roeditalive 1u|:|;$]ng5'..

Az awork of fiction, it would be sad, and
with apparent justice, that the Author had drawn
too larpely on his iventive powers, that he had
exceaded the bounds of possibility, and set no
limits to the excursions of hiz fancy; but * le
vrod west pes fougonrs le vraisemblalle;” and inde-
pendently of the nssertions of Vidocqg himseld

as to the veracity of his Memoirs, we liave other



I TRODUCTION, vil

powerful inducements to credit his statements.
Many of the persons whom he has handled with
seventy, and spoken of in no very measured
terms, are still living, and would doubtless be
too happy to refute the charges alleged. did
not {roth forbid denial.  Of hiz wonderful and
multiphed eseapes fruom * durance vile,” we are
equully assured, as po man in his senses would
give fctitious  descriptions of what could be
readily disproved if false; and a similar areu-
ment may be applied fo other seemingly over-
wrottghl narrations: bul so wmany of them (eli
diainst our herg, thal their truth eannot be
impgened,  Perhaps no man o his time ever
assumed so many partz in lie's tlrama, and =sa
frequently on the very shortest possibile notice,
as Fuoews Fraxcows Vioocg, Bul too carly
iitiated in deception, he soon became an adept
in dissimulation, sod expert 1 disgcuising hiz
person or hiz intentions, Eodped with a mind
powerful but perverted, a temper careless but
impetuons, and feelings kindly but imritable, he,
by the carly association with depraved compa-
nions, rendered himszelf, by onc false step,



