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NOTE.

Tng translations in the following chaptors are in sume
cases my own; in others taken frum Urqubart and

Motteux, affer comparison with the originel
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RABELATIS.

INTRODTICTION,

Tre initial difficuliy which pevzents itzelf to him whe
waitl? treat of Ilabeluis, 1s fhad he st refmin from
advising hiz readers, unless 1hey wre wndertaking a
zerivna stindy, to follow up his own aceound by reading
the original.  Alean among the great writers of Lhae
world, Kabelaiz can be appreciated by students only.
To the gemeral reader, to fhe young, to women moall
ages, he is a elosed book.  For very shame he mmst he
hidden away., His real fontores ars only revinled (o these
whe lift the veil with sericmz intert to stoedy and not to
langh. To all nthers the man is n baficen, and the hook
iz what Voltaire ealled it in the carly davs before he
understood i, “ Un ramas Jdes plus grossicres ondures
qu'un moine ivre puisse vomic”

Calvin, Luther, Stephen the Triuter, La Bruvire, Féne-
lon, Lamartine, among other wise and learned men, found
Ribelais insupportable and sbomingble,  On the other
hand, Cardinal Duperron called ‘ Pantagroel * © le fare "
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3 EARRLAIS

Bishep Huet annobatd Fabelois in foor different editions;
Coleridge, Vietor Hugo, Michelet, Kingsley—a whele
suwve o noble voices nas becn raised in defence and
praise of the man and his ook,  Almost every French-
man who studies the literature of hiz own eountry finds
it necessary to produce an easay on Habelaiz; almost every
Fremch writer of these days endeavours to extenuate his
faults and to magmify his name.  Among these writers
of our own age are Ste Benve, Villemain, Philanite
Chasles, Lonient, P'rosper Merimee, Victor Hugo, Guizot,
Michelet, Lacroix, and Jules Jamn. XNo other author
has been so repeatedly the subject of criticism. Dat
on Rabelais, az on Shakespeare, the last word will never
be said.  No ook on Rabelaks bas yet appeared, or ever
will appsar, tliat can be considered exhauative,

It iz the main object of the preeent volume to show
by what qualitics Eabelus has drawn to himself, and eom-
tinues to draw, the praise and sdmiretion of those whe
study him.  Tn the prepaation of the work T have eon-
sulted all those writers named above, and s good many
more ; and [ have reconsidered every point of a previ-
ous judgment which I ventured to pronounce on [iabelais
five years ago in my book on the French Humounrists. I
desire, however, cspecinlly to call the attention of thoss
who require a more extended stody on Rabelais than my
limita will allow, o the ook, in two volumes, of M. Jean
Fleury (Paris: Iidier, 1877). There are many points on
which I cannot agree with M. Fleury in his conclusions,
as, for ingtance, on the relizions belief of Babelats, But 1
must acknowledge my preat obligations to the boek, espect-
ally as to the “ Voyage of the Divine Bottle.” That part
of the * Pantagruel,’—the most important and the most




