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CONVERSATIONS

- 0

ENGLISH GRAMMAR.

CONVERSATION I
OF LETTERS.

Trror,—Grorae,—CAROLINE.

Tutor. 1 nave frequently told yon, that as soon as you
eould read fuently, and understand what you read, I
would instruct you in the principles of Grammar. I now
find that you read your books for the purpose of under-
standing them, and that you do not, as many children do,
merely pronounce the words, without any regard to the
sERSe.

Caroline.  You have so often cantioned us agninst the
practice of reading without trymng to comprehend the sensa
of every sentence, that I now find no plessure in read-
ing, unless I thoronghly understand the meaning of what
[ read. -

Tuter. I believe so, Caroling, and 1 have no doubt that
your brother George can say the same ; and therefore I shall
begin to instruct-you in_English Grammar this morning.
And now, George, what do -you think that Grammar is
whout.,

Greorge.  Ithink it is about words, or language ; and that
it will teach us to speak and write what we mean, in such o
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manner, that others may clearly understand us; and that i
will enable us 10 avoid putting words together so that a =en-
tence will convey twoor three different meanings, when it
ouglit to convey but e,

Tutor. Very well (Grammar treats of language, aad.
if you understand it well, it will waeh you to write and
epeak it correctly. | Grammar migy be divided o two sortz,
Universal and - Particular,, Universal Grammar explains
the principles which are common to all langusges, Par-
ticular Grammar applies those gencral principles o«
particular langnags, wodifying them accaording to the gen-
ing of that language, and the established practice of the
best speakers and writers I.E' whom it i3 used. | The prac-
tice of the best speakers and writers of any language,
then, is the standard of the grammar of that language.
But before I say more concerning language, | must know
whether you ean give the definition of an idea.

Gieorge. 1An idea iz whatever o person has in hiz mind
when he thinks.,

Pitor. Very well. And npow, Caroline, do you re-
menber the definiton of language ?

Coroline. «Langunge 15 the expression of our ideas and
their relations, by certain articulate sounds, which are nscd
s the sipns of those ideas and relations.

Tutor. That i= right. We mpust observe now what we
bave under consilerstion, via, Rest, thinge; secondly, the
images of those things in the mind, when we think of
them, which are called ideas; and thirdly, language, or
articulate sounds, used to express, or to convey, W other
minds, those ideas which we have in our own. These
artictlate sounds we call words, which are used, by com-
mon eonsent, as the signs of our ideas and their rela-
tion. So you will perceive, that unless these words are
wsed in such monner and order as will represent truly
the opder and relution of the ideas in our own minds,

$ #imm T, w e
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another person will not be able to comprehend our mean-
ing.
gémgg. I perceive it very clearly.  You say that words
are used by common consent. :

Tutor. That means, that all the people who speak the
samne language consent to call things by the same names,
uf to express the same ideas by the same signs.

Caroline. | understand it, and perceive the necessity
of it; for, il the fact were otherwise, we could not com-
prehend each othor; there would be as many different lan-
ruages us there are persons. 1 wish you to say more, i
you please, respecting those words that are the signs of
the relations of ideas. I think I understand how a word
is the =ign of an idea, for when I think about this book
which you gave me, the word book is the sign of what 1
think of; but I do not precisely comprehend how words are
the signs of the relations of our ideas.

Tutor. When I eay that you hold the book in your
hand, what word expresses the relation between the book
and your hand

Carefine, It is in. 1 see now, that the word in is not
the sign of a thing that 1 think of, bat the sign of a rele-
tion existing between the book and the hand, which are two
things that I can think of; so, then, a word that denotes a
relation between things must be the zign of the relation
between the fdeas of those things.

Tetor. Yes; and you will, by a little reflection, per-
ceive the different uses of words; that some are used to
express ideas, of images of things; some to express ideas
of motion; and others to express ideas of relations merely.
As, in the phrase, © The son of David studies you may
readily perceive, that of shows the relationship exizting
between the two persons ; for if we were to leave it out
of the sentence, and say, * The son, David,” &c., the
phrase would mdicate, that the two words referred to one
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and the same person; so you may-as readily perceive,
that of is used to express the relation of the fdeas in your
mind, and the signs of those ideas, when put on paper,
which are son and Bavid.

Gieorge. 1 think we have a clear notion of what has
been said; and that we perceive the importance of pre-
serving the purity and uniformity of each particular lan-
guage ; and that, in each, there should be 3 common set of
gigns, which may be known, by all who speak thut lan-
guage, as the reprosentatives of particular ideas, and defi-
nite relations.

Caroline.  And this, 1 suppose, is accomplished by
diffusing a knowledge of Grammar,

Tutor. Undoubtedly ; for Grammar treats,

First, of articulate sounds, which are thie sounds of the
human voice, formed by the organs of speech, and of the
form and sound of letters, which are the representatives of
those articulate sounds; of the combination of letters into
syllables, and of syllables into words ;

Secondly, of the different sorts of waords, their various
modifications, and their derivations
- Thirdly, of the just arrangement of wards in the for-
mation of a scntence ; and,

Fourthly, of the proper pronunciation and poetical con-
struction of semtences.  These four parts of Grammar are

called,
1. ORTHOGRAI'Y, & EYNTAX, and
2, ETYMOLOGY, 4. PROSODY.

I will now proceed with these in their order.

ORTHOGRAPHY.

OF THE LETTERS.

Orruocrarny teaches the nature and powers of letters,
and the just method of spelling words



