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INTRODUCTION.

T seems desirable that a few words should be offered
to explain how this book came to be written. 1
had spent about seven years in the study of philosophy ;
and during a part of that time | was engaged in writing
in dialogue form a work on the Problem of Pain which
was entitled The Pessimist. This work, after many
revisions, was cventually published, and was received
with great kindness by the Press. Its main theory was
somewhat of 4 novelty —the placing of a doctrine regard-
ing the response of the inanimate upon a logical basis.
This doctrine may he set forth as follows —

When one is ill, or even at other times when con-
golation is much desired, may not the visit of a
friend be productive of consolation ? It may.

The friend may not experience any unusual
degree of emotion, but his presence produces in the
one visited, a feeling of comfort, does it not ? It
does.
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And this one wiw is visited can describe his
fecling of comfort by saying that he received
sympathy, can he not ? Tt is usual so to describe it

But could he not receive the same * sympathy
from a favourite and affectionate animal? He
could.

Or from the contemplation of a gift 7 Certainly.

Or from the ohservation of some beautifal Howers?
Certainly.
Or frem an observation of nature 7 Yes.

Then this fecling of comiort is an emotion within
himsell 7 Tt is,

And the * sympathy,” as we call it for convenience,
is a property common to man, animal, flowers, and
the world ? 1t seems to be.

But the man, animal, Howcers, and the world
must be in a friendly mood, as it were /  They must.

It would be reasonable, therefore, to say that
‘there iz the same sympathy in beautiful things
that are silent, as there 15 in beantiful souls that
gpeak ?° So it seems.

Immediately after the publication of The Pessimist

I was asked to undertake the construction of a history
of philosophy ; but this task I dechined. It was then
put to me that my Pessimnst exhibited certain character-
istics which proved my competence to undertake the
discovery of what was suspected to have been done by
various Celtic peoples in the domain of philosophy.
I protestied that the task was beyvond my powers ; but
eventually I agreed te make an attempt at a history of
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Celtic Philosophy which would exhibit philosophical
development among the alert and original minds of that
remarkable race,

It was pleasmg to dizcover, after the accumulation
of an immense quantity of material, that much might
be said on behalf of the existence of a science which had
not hntherto been attnbuted with much seriousness
te the Celts. Classical evidence existed to the cflect
that the Celis had produced onginal philosopby ; buot
the existence of any particnlurs as to the working out
of such Celtic systems was another maiter.

When I had satizfied myself as to the dizcovery of
two of Plato's doctrines, which unquestionably werte
developed by the Dmids without any knowledge of
Flato, I placed this portion of my research before the
learned world in two articles which appearcd in the
Scotfish Review for the winter quarters of 1915 and 1916.
Up to the present no scholar has challenged my claims
as set forth in these articles, though they have been
frecly discussed in the press, This in ttself is encourag-
ing. But more intimate cocouragement had been forth-
coming, when I submitted the first six chapters of my
work to Professor Eoin MacMNeill. No man, as The
Times recently admitted, can speak with greater
authority on ancient Celtic matters than Professor
MacNeill ; and 1t was most gratifying to discover
that he raised no objection to my work. Indeed,
he did me the great service of writing notes for the
first six chapters, and two notes for this Introduction.
To him I am deeply indebted.

At the putset, and in addition to the classical comments
on the Druids which will be found in this work, the
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following statements about these remarkable and
learned men of the ancient Celtic cormmunity may be
offered for the consideration of the reader. The Druids
are generally supposed to have boen priests ; but recent
research has put an end to this misconception of their
functions. Diodoros saysi—'' They prediet the preferable
things through the sacrifices of the priests.)” And
the following passages may be offered to the reader
as valuable classical evidence. They are here trans-
lated as literally as possible, Strabo says :—" The
Druids profess to know the formm and  magnitude
of the earth and of the world, the motions of the heavens
and of the stars, and the wishes of the gods. They teach
the noblest of the people secretly and daily for twenty
vears at a time.” Is it {0 be supposed that, during this
academic course of twenty years, nosystem of philosophy
was laught 7 MacNeill had said plainly enough in his
Celtic Religion, which swas published long before I
looked into these matters, that the Dmids were not
pricsts.

Clement of Alexander® says :—" The Gauls have their
Druids ; hut the Celts have philosophisantes ™ He uses
the aprist which is rather significapt. Crnigen =ays \—
* Zamolxis, the ofketes of Pythagoras, was said to have
taught the Druids among the Celis to philosophise on
the Pythagcrean method.” He was epdeavounng to

® There is more im this than mects the eye. Outside of
Grallia Tramsalping, Eeitain and Ireland, no Drods were ever
found. Conscquently Clement means that where the Transal-
pine Ganls have Druids, the Celts elsewhere have their philoso-
phisers. Polkomy has shown that the Druids were not of Celtic
origin, but were taken aver by the insular Celts (lrish or Eritish)
froon the isiand aborigines,



