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GENERAL PREFACE

Tus belief which inspires the edifors of the volumes
included in this series is one which should find a ready
adherance from all who accept the doetrine of develop-
ment. That belief may be summed up in the assertion

that the present is both the child of the past and the

parent of the future. Hence the high value of all forms
of historical study. The educational theory and practice
of a community are not things which arise e nihilo ; they
are the result of the thoughts, aetivities, conditions, and
ciroumstances which eonstituted the community’s past
life, especially as these wers mors directly related to the
upbringing of the young. 'This iz so far true, that an
intelligent and effeetive comprehension of any existing
educational system can only be attained when ite ante-
cedent conditions are known snd appreciated.

Fdueational histery furnishes a key to the under-
standing of many of the problema of aim, administration,
organization and method, which eonfront the student
to-day. It will also help him to assume a just attitude
towards the future, dispose him to aveid roufine, to
beware of prejudice, and to keep an open mind with
reference fo suggested change. History is the true
prophylactic against the fogeydom which besets the
schoolmaster, the committee-man and the official.

The influence exerted by the lives or writings of
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wi GENERAL PREFACKE

individual thinkers iz one of many factors of the pro-
tracted development of education. But many have
written, and written well, on education, whose effect
upon practice has been negligible. The aim of the
present series is to present only such authors as have
shaped subsequent educational history, or who at least
have depieted with anthority the edueational ideas and
practice of their own time.

There was in Friedrich Froebel a large measure of that
mygsticism whieh has been so frequently manifested in
the men of his race ; but he lacked the direct ntterance
of & Martin Luther. His thought 18 frequently hard to
follow, and his expression is seldom marked by clarity.
The editors of this volume have set fhemselves the task
of presenting, in a form which will nof repel the English
reader, the principal writings of one whose deeds and whose
words still greatly influence the practice of education in

thig country and in Ameriea.
J. W. A



TRANSLATORS' PREFACE

We have attempted o present Froebel's chief works on
education in as intelligible a form as possible. Our
rendering seeks to give his exact meaning, but not his
own phrazeclogy, which iz often eonfused and unneces-
garily prolix. 'We believe that the true art of translation
i3 to express the anthor’s thought as precisely as possible
in the idiom of the new language. This we hope we have
succeeded in deing.

We have made some re-arrangement, especially in The
Education of Human Ngture, 50 as to bring together all
the author had to say on the same subject. Thus, the
earlier and later portions of that work have been amal-
gamated, and in places summarized, according to the
topica treated. We have preferred to translate Menschen-
Erzichung as Education of Human Nalure rather than as
Education of Man, becanse that seems to us more con-
sonant with the gpirit and meaning of the book. Although
we have condensed this greatest of Froebel's works we
have omitted lttle, and, we believe, nothing of per-
manent value, The chiel omission 18 of much of the
treatment, of erystallography, which i now recognized
ag of little practical worth.

The gecond part of our book consists of extracts from
Froebel's writings on the Kindergarten, so chosen as to
show their gpirit and general method. DBul the detailed
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