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INTRODUCOTION.

—

It was said by an Indian warrior who long since yielded
with his tribe to destiny,f: We have been driven. back until
wa can retreat no farther. Ounr hatehets are broken ; onr
bows ara snapped ; our fires are nearly extingnished ; a littla |
longer, and the white man will cease to oppress, for we shall
have censed fo exist.” ) This gloomy foreboding has well-nigh
been realized. Not only have the tribes in New England,
and Indians who once pespled the Huodson, Potomae, Busque-
hanna, Rappahanneclk and the valley of the Shenandoah, be-
come extinct save only a shade of the original Red Man, met
hera and therse, chiefly solitary, but even what were, within
the memory of such as have approzimated to three-score and
ten, frontiers of white settlements, have been divested alike
of primeval forests and of marks of the footsteps of the onee
proud lorde of the demain. All which iz left to tell that
thesa lands were onee inhabited by a people whe for long
centuries flourished in their primitive condition, are names of
villages, streams, baya, lakes, valleys, and meountains ; names
retained ma & matter of convenienca rather than of choice.

From the shores of Huren and Superior, from the tribu-
tary streams of the Missouri and Mississippi, and from every
remote spot of their onca cherizshed and thickly-settled homes
or local hunting-grounds, they disappear, vanishing like vapor
from the fnce of the earth. * Although,” as said the eloquent
Washington Irving, * worthy of an age of poetry, and fit sub-
jeet for local story and thrilling romance, they have left
searcely any authentie traces for the page of history, but stalk
like gigantic shadows in the dim twilight of tradition.”
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2 INTRODOCTION.

This is not all: whilst aborigines have been despolled of
their heraditary possessions, nationality, and even existence,
by the mercenary acts of their relentless oppressors, they have
been shamefully traduced. Bigotry, with stolid disregard of
the Red Man's humanity, has contributed its full shars of the
prejudice.  Little allowance has been made ior inherited
principles or popular ignorasnce. Too many writers seem to
have bean educated to regard the Indian as only a pagan. He
is branded &  worthless savage,” a * Canaanitish devil,” a
“wild and dangerous besst,” worthy of nothing better than
extermination. Toc many, even in this enlightened nine-
teenth century, seem to believe that applanse of such proserip-
tion is an act of patriotism and filial piety.

In the pages which shall iollow care will bs taken to exhibit
with impartiality naked facts. That they may bs presented
a8 thay really exist, reference will necessarily be made almost
entirely to the records of the doings of the white man and of
the provoeations of the dispossessed. The chronicles of such
as had the ability to transmit to other generationa the doinga
of the one, or of the provocations and sufferings of tha other,
must be our guida,

It has been pertinently remarked by another, that Meta-
comet and his race, the kindly reception aceorded to their in-
vaders noiwithstanding,  lived liks fugitives in their native
land, and went dowa like a bark foundaring amid darkness
and fempest, without a pitying eye te weep their fate or a
friendly hand to make record of their struggle.” Still itis
not g0 much the intent of our narrative to perform an act of
humanity for the natives, or to qualify the impressions made
" by the spirit of their oppressors, as to et forth a plain and
unvarnished tale of facts in their due connection and with im-
portant bearings, leaving the reader to his own conclusions.

If it be true, as a respected correspondent suggests, that
% tha Puritans are demi-gods, and woe betidea the man who
ventures to intimate that they were linble to the faults of
ordinary mortals,” then, tha writer supposes he must expect
some obloquy. He, nevertheless, trusta that they who would
censure will consider the sources from whence the facts stated
are drawn ; and will remember that the facts must be inval-
idated before consurs is just.
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Confidently believing ourseli to be incapable of feelings
hostile to the Pilgrim Fathers, or Puritans, — as early settlers
of two of the original colonies sre sometimes indiscriminately
called, — we aver that, do others claim such paternity, we can
do more. Through nine generations, unmived by any other
than Pilgrim bleod, ours has owed. 'We honor the ancestry,
but entertain no idea that obedienee to a Divine ecommand
involves a suppression of truth. If, in giving the history of
an important era, or of a race, faithfulness requires exposors
of historie facts unquestionable, as painfol, we cannot acense
ourself of irreverence, nor are we without support in the ex-
ample of many worthy descendants of both Pilgrims and
Puritans, whose eminence we do not claim. Well assured,
not only that a full rather than an incomplete account i to
be commended, and that by candidly conceding the errors of
those who preceded us foundation is laid for perpetuating
what were really their characteristic virtues, and a beacon set
to guard agaipst possible mistakes and Imperfections, all at-
tempta at white-washing are disregarded, Nor, whatever
reason may have existed for our eorrespondent's suggestion
that errors of predecessors are not with impunity to be ex-
posad, do we find that the reprets, disgusts, and gondemna-
tions, called forth from the pens of Bentley, Trumbull,
Dwight, Davis, Baylies, Bancroft, Sparks, Saltonstall, Sav.
age, and others, of traits and transactions which they severally
deplored, have lessened the esteem of these writers among
candid and intelligent deseandants of Pilgrims or Puritans.

We would have it distinctly understood that we shall make
free use of both authentio statements and pertinent sugges-
tions, avoiding embellishments and conforming as far as com-
patible with unoffending diction to the words of the narrators.
The aim will be, not thetorie, but a comprehensive view of the
whols sabject presented.

Theological dogmas and ecclesiastical polity of early set-
tlers, we do not purposa to agitate ; neither questions of right
or wrong ariging from the planting of colonies among barba-
rianne. Letters and Christianity are expected fotriumph in all
contests with rude races. It seems to be a fixed fmet that in
all such strife barbarism shall deeline. There is also no dis-
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pute that the aborigines did, in large degree, occupy a soil
only partially cultivated. Bo far as the mere question of sub-
gistence waa involved, there was room for occupaney.

In what may be regarded s peramount ¢laims of civiliza-
tion and Christianity there are important questions. But
that the allusiona frequent in history to Indians as rebels,
conapirators, traitors, culprits, or savages, ara sufficient o blot
ou}; their rights and claims to the soil of their fathers of which
they had legal soversignty, will not be thought.

Could we take up tha views and opinions of Indians them-
gelvea respecting the invasions of early New England, and
write aided by such lights and connsels and struggles of the
aborigines, doubtless the subjeet might be more fairly and
sdequately presented. The people whe fought against them
and took possession of their heritage were not the best quali-
fied to be exponents of Indians’ views, or motives to action,
ner to be alone their judges. History may well be exacting
to secure perfeet fairness and acenracy, and ought not to ba
content with merely plausible surmiss or hearsay testimony.
Any historian who would be true to his vocation must be
allowed to look on much with & cold eye, lest he abate the
truth or be influenced by local bias, national eympathy, or
hereditary prejudices.



