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TO THE PUBLIC.

Tue following Sheets contain an Account of the Fire, which hap-
pencd at CaaTuam, on the 30th of June, 1800, the Proceedings of
the Committee, with a Lift of the Subferiptions ;—alfo the Names, and
Claims, of the Sufferers, and how far they have been relieved; to
which-is added, a Defcription of the Eftates burnt or injured.

The Purpofe of this Peblication, iz, to record the Benevolence of
the Subferibers, and to.inform them who were the peculiar Objedts
of their Bounty ;==to acquaint the Sufferers who were their generous
Benefaétors, and to whom the Debt of Gratitude is doe;~and to
fatisfy both, that the Money colledted, has been faithfully diftributed.
If, in Addition, the Contents thould, in the leafi Degrec, contribute
to facilitate the Proccedings of a future Committee, in Cafe of a
fimilar Calamity, the Wiews of the ' Publither will be amply

" gratified.
W. J.
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ON Manday the oth June, 1830, aboat eleven o'clock in the forenoen, the fhed or
Luilding, Na. 61, in the annexed plan, in which was depofited a great quantity of cordage,
oakum, &c. was difcovered to e on fire,  Various opinions were formed refpefting the
caufe of the fire, fome atiributing it to fparks smitted from a blackiinith's forge sdjoining,
which they imagined paffed through the erevices of the flied, {which were much cnlarged by
the drynels of the fealon,) and this indecd, feemed ta be the molt prevalent opinion ; whilit
wthers (lefs liberal, thoigh perhape not lefs jult) conjeftured it to have arifen from defign § the
real canfe in all probability will ever yemain unk—nuw:l., at leadt, it will pever be made out
to the fatisfaction of all

The fire commenced with fuch amazing end irrefitible fury, that the thed in which it
toak place, with the forge and warchoufes adjoiniog, and a hoy with her mafls and fuils,
that lay unlading clofe to the fide of the wharf, fonmed in a few minutes one general blaze.
The wharfingar, end men employed on the wharf, in endeavouring to extinguifh the fire,
cxpoled themielves to great danger, and were fcarcely able o effedt their ¢feape,

Many caafes confpired 12 extend the conflagration ; the thed in which it began, was fall
of combaftible mauter, viz, cordage, hemp and oakum, the building itfelf, and moft of thefe
adjoining, were of wood, fome of them had been recently tarred and ocheredy and the whole
were readered extremely fuf:q_:uble of fire from the long drooght, and hent that had
precedsd.

In the [pace of three hours, the feveral boufes, buildings, &e. mentioned in the defeription
annexed o the plan, were either whelly ‘delbroyed, pulfed down or damaged, and their
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urfortunate occophers, heing above one hundred perfons with their families, bereft of it
-homes ; and the preater part of them rendered deftitate of all means fpeedily to obtain others,
The adjeining gardens, road, felds, &eo. were the enly immediate places of fafety to which
they could fly, and thefe places concained the remnant of their apparel and furnitare, which,
in many infances, at the imminenc hazard of their lives, they had (marched from the ravages
of the mervilels dames. . c

Unfortunately this dreadful feene eommenced about an hour before the cbb of the tide,
which prevented the removs] of the hny, and oceafoned her lof, and rendered it very Cith-
cult 10 procure a fuficicnt fupply of water for the engines; this, with the other circumflances
above Rated, are the principal caufes of the conBagracion ex'eading itieif fo widely,

The exertions which were made to extinguilh the flames, can fearcely be deicribed, ‘The
iuhabitans of the town and neipghbourhaad, fremed to vic wich eah other wha fhonld do
miolt, to aflift the unhappy and diftrefled fufferees in the removal of their effeéts, and in the
prevention of their honfes from being conlumed, and iu i doing, expofed themf:lves 1o the
moft fevere fatigue and immincnt dangers, The Commiiffioner of Chatham ¥ard (P. J.
Hartwell, Efq.) immedistely gave all the workmen emploved there, liberty to leave their

* work, to afit et the fire, and had them dupplied wid proper implements for palliag down
foules, &r. He alfo fenc the Dock Yard cngines, and (by the Dock teams) a Jarge fupply
f water in burts. The Commiandsnts of the Barracks at Charham {Major General Hewere
and Major General Innis) fent large bodies of troops 1o aflifl in the remowal of goods, and the
extinguithment of the flames, and alfo guirds to protedt the goods waken into the fields, &c.
The Agent Victwaller at Chathars [Jofeph Muthews, Efq ¥ alfo, fent the men emplored in
his department, the cagines kepr ac the Yiftualling Odice, and & large fupply of water in
butes, ‘The gentlemen of the feveral becweries in the wwi and neighbourhood, fent very
large fepplics of wacer and fmall teer, and Eepe their wams cmployed in that fervice, during
the whole continuance of the fire.  'The effiftance of all thefe gentlemen, (23 well of thole
in public, =i of thof in private fatiens,) was rendered wnfolicited, dnd with & zcal and
alacrity, that reficéts the highefl honor on their charatter, and inticdes them o the gratitude
of the public.

By the unitad endeavours of all, and the merciful interference of Providence, the flumes
were at length extinguithed, where it lext conld be expefied s for the buildings at the Eaft
end of the ruin on the North ide of the flrcet, and at the Welt end of the ruin on the
Soath fide of the Mreer, where the fire ceafed, weore chicly of timber covered with weather

boarding.
) Fortonately
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Fortumately the wind was moderate at the time the E:: happened ; during the caaﬂwgn
iom, it veered from the Ealt and South to the Weft,

The #rength of the fire was fo great, that on the filling in of the hoefes, larpe Aakes of
firc were thrown mp a prodigious height, spd carviied o a confiderable diftance, and oy
reaching the ground, did confiderable injury to the hay, which lay bl made, and the bay-
facks in the fields, on the South fide of the town § but che moft unfortunare eF. €t arifag from
this caufe, was, that in the midlt of the great confligration, two or three cottages and a barn
in Louch®s ficld, at the diftznve of a quarter of & mile at lealt from the town, caught fire, and
being in a great meafure left unguarded, [(the sccapiers being cither engaged at their employ,
or in affifting at the extinguilhment of the Bre in the town} werein o very o fpace of
time, with almoft every article they contained, confuined.

Tao defcribe the calamitous foene, v hick this dreadfn} conflagration oceafianed, fa impﬁlﬁ‘.:".c i
parents fearching after their children, whele fumilics rooflefs and penmvlefs, and fuch like
fpeflacles were every where to be feen. But the malt dreadful cataltrophe sttending i, |
was, the barning of William Beffert, a fervant of beffrs. Bet, wihy, in defiance of tlie introa-
ties and remonfi+ances of the furraunding muftieude, rethed inte bis hoofe, while it was
hurniag, ro endeavonr to get fome maney be had left in it, and was immediately bured in
the ruin, leaving a difconfolate widow, then far advanced in pregmaney, to lament his lofr,
Anothét ca:a&mphe happ:n:d i the evﬂ'mg, _!.:rber the fire had fubhded, l}}' the ﬁﬂﬁng of
u chimney on 2 Mrs. Dunk, vhoincautioufly ventuored too near it with her infan: child in
‘her arms, and they were both killed. To the divioc imterpofition of Providence aloue, can
it be atrributed, thag no cthe. lives were loft on this moft melancholy oceafion.

Teis worthy of remark, asa proof of the intenfencls of the fire, that many hocks, ferews,
mails, &c. in Mr. Seaton’s houle, melted, and run inro onc falid mafls.

Beveral perfons fuffcred From accidents which befal them, in.endiavouring to extinguifh the
fire, moft of whole names, with the nature of their injories, appear in the lift of fufferers.

Geoneral Hawett, with the fame humanity that prompied him fo materiafly to affft in faving
the property of the Tufferers, in the evening endeavoured 10 alleviate thelr mifeiies, by fending
tents, and having them piched in the feld sdjcining the New Road, for the reception :nd
wccomodation of thole, who lad not been able to provide themifelves with & thelrer.

A puard of the Gentlemen of the Cliatham snd Rochelter volunteers, was placed on thar,
and many fuceeeding mights; to waigh and preferve the property which had been depolited in
the road, gardens, Gelds, &e. adjoining, for the benefir of the fufferern,

The lofs arifing from this dreadful vifitation, was computed at £30,000, £25,000, of
ahich were infured, principally Ia the Sun, Pheuix, and Roya! E:u‘lunge Afluracce Ofices;
ahe fiefl of which [ullaued abut thiae fifihs of the lafs.
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. Toalleviate the mifcries this dreadf:| calamity had creared, and to foften the patgs of the

diftreiled fufferers, feveral gentlemen of the town affembled a few days afterwards, at the houfe

of Joleph M:,:hcwn, Big. the Agent Vittualler, end enwrad Into the following sfelutions,
Chatbam Tuh 3, 1800,

At a meeting of the principal inhabitanta of the toren of Chatham this day, to take into
confideration, the moft effcftual means to be adopred, for the immediane relicf of the unfortu.
rate fufferers by the Tave dreadful fire, whereby upwvards of zty boules were totally deltroyed,
and a great many familics reduced to the wimolt diftrefs.

Tt was unanimously Resolved,

That a fubfeription be immediately made, frem hoult 1w houle. througlont the town and
parith, toeffeft the above landable purp fe.

That application he made to the refpedtive Magifirates, Minillers, &ec. of the feveral chiies,
boroughs, towns, and parithes, in the county, dating he above mentiencd calamitouy affair,
and ﬁtpplicn:ing their aid 'br a fimilar fulnﬁzriplim'r.

That one or more perfuns, from the neighbouring parifhes, be requelted o aflift the Com.
mittes appointed for this parith, in examining the claims of the fafferers, and granting fuch,
telief 25 circum lances will allow, and the natute of their cufe may require. :

Thar the Committee do meet 8t the Weltry room, Chatham, on Tuelday next, the 8ch inft,
at ten o'clock in the forenoen, 3 receive Ritements of the loffes {uftained by thofe perfons who
are Lefirops of raceiming rz.i'ie:f' from the Sublcription, and thar public notice be immcdi,at_eig_y
given of fuch meeting.

That fuch ferements be forthwith examined, and dilftribution made of themoney col-
lefted, in fuch mener as thall be judged expedient, and will beft tend to alloviate the miferkes
of the unfortanae.

That the followiug Gentlemen be apprinted, and be a Committee for this parith:

The Commiflionsr Mr. John Madglhon R, John Irons
The Agent Viflualler M, John Gurr Mr. Thomes Simfon
The Minifler Mr. Farquhar Mr Troy, Agent to the
The Conftable Mr. John Lock Sun Fire Office
The Charchwardens Mr. Alexander Gardiner Mr. Chilley, Pheenix

" The Overleers Mr. Edward Boys Mr. Tracy, dino i
Mr. Thomas Bentley Mr. William Jefferya M. Witheridge, Britith i
Mr. Joha Barton Mr James Toog . Mr. Fleet, Royal Exchange ‘
Mr. Edward Sylon; fen. Mr Gearge Olborn Affarages

That !
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st Mr. William Jefferys be appointed Treafurer, and that fubleriptions be recef
by him; the Commiteee; Mr Townfon, and Mr. Etherington, bookfllers, Chatham; and
at the Bank, at Rochelter,

Immediately a colleflion was made by tht Committee and feveral other refpefiable gentle.
imnen, from houle to hook, throoghout the town of Chatham, exccpting the houles of thefe
perfons who belonged ro the Dock Yard, who, it was underfiood,. had ‘previoully determined
10 make a colle€tion amongh themfelves. ="The liberality of the inhabitants, both poor and
rich, with the exception of a few charafiers, exceeded the moft fanguine cxpedlations, as
will beft appear by a reference to the lift of the {obicribers.e=On this secafion Mr. Gurr, and
M. Lock entertained the Gentlemen with fuitable refrefhments.

‘The fubfeription of the privates, in the Marine fervice, who voluntarily gave the fum fentto
them by the Direftors of the Sun Fire Oce, for their exertions ac the fre, is worthy of every
£ommendation. -

Copies of the above Refolations were made and fent to the undermentioned places, @iz,

Afhford Gillingham Rochefter
Roxley Goudharit Romncy
Eromley Gravelend New Romney
Canrerbury Grecowich Sandwich
Charing Haw khurtk Bevenpals
Cranbrock Hythe Sheernely
Dartford Lewijfham Sitringhaum:
Desl Lad . Strood

Deptford ) Maiditone Tenterden
Daver Malling Tunbridge Tewn
Elrham Margate — e Wells
Farniogham Milton Woolwich
Feverfham Queenborough Wrotham
Folkftone Rainham Wye

Fordwich Ramipate Yalding

Witha LTz, a5 follows:
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