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INTRGDUCTION,

In the cradle of Time the city was often the empire. Baby-
lon was Babylonia; Mineveh was Assyria; Athens was Greace;
Rome was the world.  Only for generlc purposes of cdefense
were ever founded the capitalz of the early world. Since
then—and especially in tore medern times-—the founding and
growth of citiss have depended more on thelr superior location,
with reference to commerclal distr(bution, than cn thelr easy
defense and Impregnabllity, The history of 2 modem metrop-
olis iz eszentially the history of it= transpartaiionsl facilities,

Since the American Revolution, citles have ceased to owe
their origin to the dictates of the Sisle—espaclally so in
Amerlca.  And In the vast fleld west of the Alleghany Moun-
tains the private individual has in nearly every instance sown the
seed from which has sprung a multitude of citles unparalicled
for thelr prosperity and rapid development. The world has
pever seen an emplre as compact and solidly built as are these
United States; and from their exact center radiate the thous-
and channels of commerce that have fosterad the growth of
Kansas City.

In writing thls brief municipal history, an effort has been
made to tell the story of Kansas City as completely and soc-
cinctly as possible, without any indulgence in personalities, or
dwelling too lemg on events enly pessessing a restricted and
local interest.



