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PREFACE.

TrE poem which ia here printed is taken
from a manuscript in the libmry of
Lambeth Palace, where it is marked
596.* The volume is written npon vel-
lam by g hand of the fourteenth cen-
tury, in double columns, and is unfor-
tunately mutilated both at beginning
and end. It belonged formerly o Sir
Gearge Carew, who made & very incor-
rect apalysis of it, which was printed
by Harris in hie Hibernica.+

® Ttin dosaribed in A Catalagus of the Archiepiscopat
Menuseripts in the Librry at Lambeth Paloce, by the

t Hibernica ; or some Antient Pieces relating to
Ireland (Never bithertn mads pibliek)..... by
Walter Harris.--Dublin; Printed for Willism Wil-

liaepon, bookseller, st Mecenas's Hesd in Dride
Btreat. wnocLym. filio, ppe 1—21, The same, Dob-



i PREFACE.

Though this poem is faulty in its
style, and very corrupt in ita language,
yet it affords extremely valuable infor
mation on one of the most important
events of the reign of Henry the Second.
The author, who is anonymous and un-
known, had a good opportunity of
gathering details on the events he com-
memorates, for he learnt them from the
mouth of Morice Regen, interpreter to
King Dermod, as he declares in the
lmes which at present begin his poem.
It appears, however, that this rhymer
did not confine himself to Regan’s oral
account only, but that he made nse of
the history, or geste, which Dermod’s in-
terpreter shewed to him,* and of the

Lo ; Printed for John Milllkes, (st No. 10} in Skin-
ner Bow. w,poc,ixx. dvo, p. 3—d5. 8ae aleo Notes
to the second and third books of the History of King
Hepry the Second, &¢, by Georgs Lord Lyttelton.
The 2ad edit. Lond. 1767, 4to. p. 270,

* L.7, 327, 1065, 1309, 1773, 3403, 2598, 3003,
X184, 3177, Heulso calls the account which he fol-



PREFACE, vii

reminiseences of “old men,” and other
people.® This last circumatance clearly
indicates that our poet did not live far
from the epoch of which he relates the
events. We must add that the late
Abbé de la Rue has not mentioned him
in his last work on the bards, and the
Anglo-Norman gesters and trouveres.
In order to make this poem of more
utility to antiquaries snd historians, I
have appended to the text 4 glossary of
the mosat diffienlt words, which sre not
to be found in Roquefort's “ Glossaire
de |2 Langue Romarne ;” and the notes
and illustrations bave been added by
my learned friend, Thomas Wright, Esq.

lows 5 song, vix, L 143, 456, and 1912 ; and perhapy
a obd lay, vis. |. 3281, Thia seems to prove that
this seng was nothing alse than wn historicel posm, &
chanwm de geste like his own, for be sxya that be sings,
vis. L. 2064,

= L. 1500, 24%T, 9584, 2594, 2678, 2686, 2R2E,
2355, 30538, 3171, 3400,



vill PEEFACE.

whose namé will ensure the attention of
all lovers of antiquarian lore. I am
indebted for moré than ooe literary obli-
gation to this géntlemen, who, since my
return o France, hai constantly given
his kind assistance to iny labours.

I 'must also return’ my respectful
thanks to his Grace the Lord Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, who graciously
permitted me to transcribe the poem
for the purpose of publicstion, also to
the Rev. Mr. Ogilvie, his lordship's li-
brarian ;" and to M. Lewis, for the faci-
lities they kindly gave me whilst mak-
ing my transgript.

Faris, September 30, 1836,
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CONQUEST OF IRELAND
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It bas Jong beeu known that thers existed,
smong the manuscripts of the archiepiscopal
pelace at Lambeth, a most valoable docu-
ment, though unfortunately imperfect, on the
English conquest of Ireland, written appa-

at the end of the twelfth or beginning
of the thirteenth century, and therefore not
long after the im event which it com-
memorates, orman-French versa, by a
poet of historian,—we may call him which
we will,—who had received the history from
the mouth of one who had himaelf been in-
timately engeged in the expedition; and who
wad N lesa a thgn Maurice Regan,
interpreter to od Mac Murrough, the
king of Leinster,

uod upfinw]t:hi:hm volwme with the
manusenpt o we speak, is B prose
abstract of this poem by Sir George Carew,
who was lord president of Manster in the
reign of Elizabeth, and who was himself a
descendant of the Robert Fitz-Stephen who
acumprumimntam;n the history. OF



