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PREFACE,

The year Fighteen IIundred and Fifty, is an epoch
that will Tie memorable in the history of the United
Stales. Tt was a year that will be long remembered,
as one of nnpatalleled emizration, sufforing, and death.
The offivial announcement of the astounding [aets in
relation to the Gold Thecoverics in California, seemed
to move the whole Nation, as with an electric shoek,
and & vast multitude, of more than sixty thousand hn-
man heings, were seen mshing across immense plains
and deserts, and over (retnendons mountains, flushed
with high hopes, and eager to fill their coffers with the
glittering dust. T was an eye-witness of these exciting
seenes, and assisted by my presence to swell the num-
bers of the mighty throng.

The following pages consist of a brief description of
the varied scones I have witnessed, and the countries

throngh which [ have passed, in going the Land Route



iv. PREFACE.

to Californin, by way of the Great Salt Lake, and the
return by way of Central Ameriea, and the Pacific
and Atlantie Oceans.

I have personally surveved many of the wildest and
most pieturesque seenes to be found npon our globe.
I have kept a Daily Journal, while going and returning,
{but not while T was residing at Salt Lake, or in Cali-
fornia.} Of those conniries Thave given general descrip-
tions, I have designed to give sueli plain and graphic
accounts, as would enable the reader to sec the variouns
objeuts delineated, se though he was personally present.

The work, with all its imperfections, is hereby offered
to an inguisitive and enlightencd public, by its moet

devoted and hnmble servant,
THE ATUTHOR.

Near Mopxy Cagronr, Minels.
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of home, and with soinewhat anxious forebodings trav-

Early in the morning T took leave

eled to Spvanna, a small town and steamboat landing
on the Mississippi river, thirty-five miles below Galena,
Hlinois. 1 was aware that, I had now undertaken a
long, wearisome, and Lazardous jonrney: that two or
three years must, in all probability, rall away betore 1
could expect to return, if Jife and health were spared.

i



5 JOUBNAL OVERLAND TO UALIFORNIA.

I however made an effort to drive all gloomy thoughts
from my mind, and to set my face with determined re-
solution towards the West. My associates were nine in
number,  Ouorconveyauee was two wagons, with seven
horsgs; » team by no means sufficient for the under-
taking. ‘There shoulil have been twelve horses to a
sOMpanY as munerons as onrs, A less team might suf-
fice, if travelers kmew what kinds and gnantities of
baggrare to tulie on bourd. It 18 not necessary to start
for California with any surplns bedding or elothing ; it
makes hett and cepecially bulk, is generally tlnown
away on the road, and if not, is seldom needed after
you arrive there. Two llankets, one snit of clothing,
made of soemig eloth, an extra shirs or two, and an extra
pair of shoes and hose, is a sutficient outfit as to bedding
and clothing. Lo every ten men, there onght to be a
cloth tent, twelve feet sqnare.  If, in addition to these,
you Nuve o fow dishes, and simple cooking tools, gnd
provisions for eaeh person sutlicient to last ome hundred
days after leaving Council Bluils, you will be prepared
to go to the gold region without going through the
valley of the Groat Balt Lake,

COMPANIES OF FIFTY PPEREONS RECOMMENDED.

I would #lso recommend that men go in companies
of fifty or more, ns it makes easy the duty of standing
on gnard. Each individual ought to be armed with
either a rifle or revolver. Tt is small parties, from five
to twenty, and these who are badly armed, that have
been pillaged or massacred Ly the savages.

As to the kind of team requisite, I think it makes
but little difference whether oxen, cows, horses, or



