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INTRODUCTION.

Avrpoves Ramchandra should be considered in the fol-
lowing pages as an ideal person, yet he is to be no less
regarded as the embodiment of an acute and subtle minded
Hindu Theist. In a similar manner, although the dialogues
which he held with the Bishop of * * * are not verbally
exact, they must nevertheless be equally taken as the sub-
stance of repeated interviews which were held between that
Bishop and him of whom Ramchandra is here the repre-
sentative.

Trained b}’ Government Schools of Benga], Ramchandra’s
waorship of idols, and his belief in the 'Shastras, had long
disappeared. Education in English science and literature
. had effectually shaken from his mind all respect for Hin-
duism, It has been so with a thousand others :—of whom
it is not too much to say, that, while our Government has
bestowed upon them a sufficient amount of moral and
intellectual light to rob them of their native faith ; yet by
its abnegation of direct religious instruction, it has failed to
afford them the slightest opportunity of attaining any alter-
native opinions in divine truth. In short, we have up-
rooted one set of convietions without making an attempt to
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supply them with others ; and, by this means, we have only
passed them over from superstition into scepticism.

. Under such circumstances it would perhaps be hard to
say how far native society in some parts of India might not
have become utterly disorganized, had not Christian Mis-
sions stepped forward to supply it with some other anthori-
tative teaching on religion, and so given it a new turn of
mind from this awakening infidelity.

Ramchandra was one of these. He had not, indeed, been
brought under the influence of Christian Missions.: Never-
theless amidst that ferment of thought upon religions
inquiry which had been induced through the spresd of
Christianity, he could find no rest for his thirsting spirit.
He had passed through many phases of doubt; had
attached himself to, and afterwards repudiated, various
tenets of modern unbelief. These changes, however, did
not result from caprice or instability. On the contrary, they
had arisen from the depth of a devout sincerity which
forbad him to remain satiafied with anything against which
either his reason or conscience revolted. It may be right
to say here, as a key to what will follow, that the central
citadel of Ramchandra’s convictions was a belief in the
moral responsibility of man to a Pereonal Creator and im
the freedom of the human will; from which persuasion
nothing could move him* As for Christianity, from ail

# Hir Richard Temple, in & speech delivered in England in 1880 on
behalf of the * Oxford Mission,” is reported to have said —* The
natives of Indis, when they threw of the faith of their fathers did not

lapee into Atheism, nor into Materialism. No. They still believed in
the immartality of the souk and' iz Lhe secountabilily of man to his
Creator.”




‘which he had either heard of, or read about it, instead of
being attracted toward it, he was repelled. At the same
time, feeling satisfied that he had never given it any fair
investigation, he set himself in the first place to search the
Scriptures, honestly desiring to judge them according to
the light of his inner consciousness. As might have been
anticipated, the result of this procedure made him more
antagonistic than ever to them ; and, for some time, he in-
dulged in severe and bitter invective, when speaking to his
friends on the subject.

It happened, however, one day, that a Christian fellow-
countryman, who had been unable to meet Ramchandra’s
subtle objections, earnestly besought him as an honest in-
quirer after truth, not to rest content with his own concep-
tions of the case, nor to argue with believers whose know-
ledge was imperfect, but to seek out one for conference
with himself, whose position and training in the Christian
religion would give him an opportunity of having his ob-
jections adequately met. Acecordingly Ramchandra deter-
mined upon going to the Bishop of * * %, as the highest
authority which he could select.

This determination resulted in the following dialogues,
which must be followed by the reader, from the Theistic
stand-point of Ramchandra, without surprise at their out-
gpoken attacks on the Christian faith. To the sensilive
mind of many a believer, who has no doubt or difficulty in
his religion, these attacks may possibly be painful. To the
English speaking Theists of India, however, it will be
otherwise, They will see from the frankmess with which



iv

such attacks have been recorded, and the fearless prompti-
tude with which they were answered, that Christianity has
no fear about its future; and that it is ready to mect its
enemies with a spirit of loving forbearauce, no less than
ot manly and intellectual vigour.
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