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CHAPTER L

The Birth of a Civilisation—A World in Procesa of
Formation —Woman's Purt al the Beginning of Aner-
ican Clolonisstion—Different Elements among the Col-
ontsts—Norlh and South—Puritans and Cavaliers—
Antagonlstic Ideas ond Traditions—Establisliment of
Mixed Schools—Their Dangers amnd their Tileel—Be.
ginnings of Social Life—American Women at the Com.-
mencement of the Nineteenth Century.

L

Eurore is becowming Americanised. In
one century, between the years 1780 and
1880, she cast mpon the shores of North
America more than fifteen million emi-
grants. Until 1860 she flooded the United
States with the produnet of her manulac-
tories and thrust upon them ler literature,
her ideas, her arts and artists, her fashions
and styles, her outlaws and adventurers. .

Like a dry and sandy soil, the new earth |
absurbed everything, assimilated every-
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thing—the good and the evil, the clear
waters with the muddy. Then, out of
these different elements, by the genins of
the race, by the influence of the climate, by
freedom of thought, and by an intellectual,
religious, and moral culture, there arose

-, another civilisation. This civilisation has

certain affinities with ours, yet presents
unexpected contrasts to it. In its tarn, it
reacts on Enrope, which its tourists invade,
and where its roving millionaires exchange
their homes for establishments so sump-
tuons as to rival in loxnry, elegance, and
comfort, not only those of the high-born
aristocracy which is vanishing and which
they envy, but of the moneyad aristocracy
which their wealth is crnshing. In their
tarn they initiate us into their ideas,
their morals, and their customs. They do
this, not as timid, hesitating parvenus in
dread of ridicule, but as people certain of
sueccess, who smile at our prejudices, embold-
ened by an assurance acquired throngh ex-
perience. Inreturn, these civilisations suffer
mutnal drawbacks. They react one on the
other, and change more or less rapidly and
deeply, according to circumstances. Above
all, they vary according to the activities
involved.

Antiguity recognised only two of these:



THE WOMEN OF THE UNITED STATES. 3

brutal conguest and intelleetnal conguest ;

strength of arms and charm of eloguence
and of art. Each has helped the other.
Murderons war has become methodiecal and
seientifie ; the book and the newspaper have
replaced the tribune, which has grown too
limited for its audience. Men write more
and speak less. TFinally, to these influ-
ences a third is added, which in olden times
was either unknown or else despised, yet
which is more helpful, more subtle, and
more powerful than any other—the influ-
ence of woman.

For along time woman amounted to little;
she was an accident, as it were, in the his-
tory of the people as in the life of man.
Bhe i3 much to-day ; and already setfing
aside old castoms, our historians, travellers,
philosophers, mnl moralists study not only
a nation’s polities, its methods of adminis-
tration, and its enunﬂmws, but they do more
than this; they inguire into its_social life
and nnstﬁma, into the realm of which
woman is the centre, and where she alone
holds sway and del:ermines, now and again,
those great events which impel a nation
onward. Whether we approve or not, we
eannot deny the broadening power of this
woman-influence, Napoleon I., who was
strongly opposed to it, severely rebuked



