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PRETACE.

In preparing this little book, the writer has endeavored to relate
briefly, but clearly and accurstely, tho leadlng events o the history of
our country. Much care and labor have heen expended, with the
view nol only to make a Judicioos aselection of fagiz, buk tg presend
them It such a form ae to rendaer the work accepluble as & lesson-
book.

The effort has heen mada not only to avoeid statements erconecus in
themaelvee, bt aleo those which might lead to wrong inferences, or
in any way girve falss impressions ; and althooph crents sce conclsely
narrated, yek their relative importanes heas ot been overlooked.

Tha writer believer that the H.intnry of gur ceuntry deserves A prom-
foent placs in the school-roots; bot he i aware of the fuct that the
tite which can be deroted €0 thls dopartmcnt of sudy In common
end grammar echools, and even in academies, Is, n most cases, very
much limited. Therefors, witheot imtending tn dwarf his book to &
eize which would admit tak Hitle more than 2 full chronology, be haa
kept the narrative within such bounds that the recitation of only two
pages & day woold take the learnar fo the end of it in less than half
& year

Tha work diffors from many pther school histories especially in a
more sparing uee of dates, and in the omiseion of less iImportant de-
tails, Fuch na the losses in indecizive or minor battles. The Hietory
in divided Into five Periods, and at tha close of epch, except the lust, s
found a chapter describing the cendition of tha couniry. In thuse
chapters much important information i givem, which should not be

passed over by even the amallest histories,
{3}



4 IREFACE,

The questions at the foot of the pages have been carafully prepared.

Those teachors —and there are many such— who prefer to frame
their own guestione, will, it is believed, And an edvantage in the plan
which has been ndopted, of printing the leading or key words of the
paragraphs in & more censpicuous type. This feature, by bringing
ott prominently the leading topis, seems slise well fited to masist iha
learney in preparing his lemiona,

The teacher, it s ruggested, shonld not regnire the achelar to com-
mit to memory and recite the Ianguags of the text, word for word, bat
7ather to gain elear and accurate ideps of the aubjoct, and to exprass
them i his own language.

The maps, with which the work I3 fully supplled, should be pat to
conetant wee In the prepavation of the lessona. It wiH he & most
profitable exercise for the schotars to drow maps upon the blzckboard,
showing the poeitions of the plates named in 2ach Jesepn.

Chronological Boviews Lave: been scatbered throughonk the book,
one &t the end of esch FPeriml. These are deslgned to be studied and
falthially committed to memory. Some usefol tables have beon in-
serted efter the narmative of the eventa; elso the Dealarafion of Inde-
pendence snd the Conatitobon of the TTnited Biates. To the latter,
questions have baen added, and such explanation of tormie sod other
information as might be nceded.

Attention In particularly called to the Review Questions at the close
of the books These are of tho ntmas importence for enabling schel-
are to grovp eventa and gain a more comprehessive view of them.
They mey be pat to psa after wo entire Period has becn studied, or
sooner, at tha tescher’s diseretion.

This History Is based, in port, on the excellent larger history pre-
parcd, & short tme before hia desth, by that experienced teacher, Mr.
Willinme H. Seavey, Ilnte priceipal of the Qirls’ High and Normal
Bohool of this vity. Mrs, W, H. Bearey has alded in the prepara-
tioni of this volume, eapecially by valuable snggestions and criticisma,

L. J. C.
BoaToN, Sepbimber 1, 1670,
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THE NORTHMEN IN AMERICA.

Moge than eix bundred years before Columbus sailed
to America, the Northmen, bold sea-rovers, discovered
Ioseland, an island remeote from iheir home in the noorth
of Europo, and peopled it. These coloniats went from
Norway. Oculy a few years after they began to colonize
this island, one of their vesscls was driven, by storms,
farther to the west, and came in sight of Greenland.

A little more than a hundred years later, in 986, Erio
(ér'tk) the Red sailed from Iceland, mnd established a
colony in Greenland, A very fuw yeasrs afterwards an
Icelander, named Bidrn {(beurn'), seeking Greenland, was
driven far ont of hie coorse by vorthern gales, and saw
a much more sgoathern land, coversd with foresta, This
waa some part of the north-costern coowt of the American
conlinend.

Afterwards exploring end trading voyages were made
from Gresnland and Teeland to the unkoown coantey in
the south-west, The firet explorers, who went out in the
year 1000, named the most southern {ract which they
visited, Vinland, from finding there vines and grapes.
Their Violand was, it seems, the sowlhern coast of New
England,

The Northmen found savage tribes iu the new coun-
triea, probably the same taca called by other discoverers,
at & much later date, Indizne. They traficked with the
savages for furs and gkina, and from the ‘* endless forests ™
collected wood; but no permanent settlements were made,
Those formed in Greenland disappeared, after some cen-
turies, swept away, it is belisved, by epidemics and con-
flicta with the savages. For a long time the country was
lost sight of, and remained to be discovered anew,

We should remember that the Northmen did not know
that they had discovered a New World. They aopposed
the strange lands they had found, to be part of Ii:umpe.
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THE EROWYN WORLD 1x Tae® 16TH CENTURT.

The old geographers used to place wpon their maps figeres of sronge
animnla and headieas men, as above, (o denote that the regioms thua
marked were unknown, and enpposed ta abound in horrible monsters.
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