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“THE EYE GEES OFNLY TEAT WHICH IT BRINGS WITH IT THE POWER
OF BEETNG.”—Cicoro.

“ ()PEN THOU MINE EYES, THAT 1 MAY BEHOLD WONDREOUS THINGS
OUT OF THY LaAW."—Paglm 119 ; 18,

# FoR WITH THEE IR THE FOUNTAIN OF LI¥E ; IN¥ THY LIGETSEALL
WE BBE LIGHT."— Psalm 58 - 8.

“FoR WE ENOW IN PART, AND WE FEOFHESY IN PABRT; BUT WHEN
THAT WHIOH IE PEEFRCT I3 COME, THAT WHICH I8 IN PART
EHALL BE DONE AWAY.”"—7 Cor. 18: 8, 10,



INTRODUQOTORY NOTE

The present work contains the snbstance of my ‘ Bystematic
Theology.” It omita all bibliographical and illustrative material,
and confines itself o bare atetements of doctrine. Thoss readers
who degire further explanation of the various points nnder discus-
gion will find their needs anpplied in the larger work, a desoription
of which immediately follows this Introdnotory Note. It in
thought that the pressnt volume may have its special value asa
{ext-book and basia for olsee-recitation, supplemented, as such
recitstion may be, by the oral expositions of the teacher. As thia
volume, however, containg all the large priot of the lurger work, it
conptitntes n itsalf a pomplete whole, and presents the anther’s
views in all easential partionlare.

RoomeerRe THECLOGIOAL HZMINARY,
RocomesTee, N, Y., May 1, 1608,






PREFACE

TO THE AUTHOR'S ‘‘SYRTREMATIC THEOLOGY ™ IN THREIES VOLUMNES

The present work is & rovigion snd enlargement of my
« Bygtematic Theology,” first published in 1886. Of the original
work there have been printed seven editions, each edition embody-
ing micoessive oorrections and supposed improvements, During
the twenty years which have Intervened sinoe ite first publication
1 have socumulsted much new melerial, whieh I now offer to the
reader, My philosophical and critical point of view meantime has
also somewhat changed. While I atill kold to the old doctrines, 1
interpret them differently and expound them mors clearly, becanse
I seem to myself to have resched a fundemental trmth which
throws new light upon them all. This truth I have tried to set
forth in my book entitled ‘¢ Christ in Oreation,” and to that book
I refer the reader for further information.

That Okriet is the one acd only Revealer of God, in nature, in
homaaity, in higtory, in ssience, in Beripture, is in my judgment
the key to theology, This view implies a monistic and idealistio
conception of the world, together with an evolutionary idea sa to
its origin and progress. But it is the yery antidote to pantheism,
in that it recognizes evolution ag enly the method of the tran-
scendent and personsl Chriat, who filla all in all, and who makea the
universe teleclogical and moral from ita centre to its circumference
and from ite beginning until now,

Neither evelution nor the higher criticiem hea any terrora to one
who regarda them aa parte of Christ's cresting and educating pro-

oess., The OQhrist in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
ix



x t PREFACE.

knowledge himsel! fnrnisheg all the needed safeguards and limita-
tions. It is only becanse Chriat has been forgotten that nature and
law have bean personified, that history has beon regarded as anpur-
posed development, thst Judaism has been referred to s merely
human origin, that Faol has been thought to have switched the
church off from ita proper track even before it had gotten fairly
started on its course, that superstition and illusion have come to
seem the only foundstion for the sacriflces of the martyra and the
trinmpha of modern miesiona. I believe in no such irrational and
atheistic evolution a# this. I believe rather in him in whom all
' thingw consist, Who is with his peopls even. to the end of the world,
and who has promised to lead them into ali the truth.

Philosophy and soienoa are good servants of Ohrist, bat they are
poor gunides when they rule out the Bon of God. As I reach my
ssventioth year and writa these words on my birthday, I am thank-
fal for that personul experience of wnion with Christ which has
enabled me to se in science snd philosophy the teaching of my
Lord. But this pame personal axperience hes made me even more
alive to Christ’s teaching in Bcripturs, has made me recognize in
Psul and John s {roth profonnder than that disclesed by sny
meoulnr writere, truth with regard te sin and atonement for sin,
that patisflea the despest wanta of my natore and that is self-
evidenoing and divine.

I am distressed by some common theological tendenciea of our
time, becanse I believe them to be falee to both science and
religion. How men who have ever folt themselves f0 be lost sin-
ners and who have onos received pardon from their cracified Lord
and Bavior can thereafier seek to pare down his attributes, deny
his deity and atonement, tear from his brow the crown of mirscle
and sovereignty, relegate him to the place of & merely moral teacher
who influences ue only as does Bocrates by words epoken acrom a
siretch of ages, passes my comprehemsion. Here jg my test of



