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PREFACE )

It is believed that the Graded Lilerature Readers will commend
themselves to thoughtful teschers by their oarefnl geading, their gound
methods, and the variety and literary ebaracter of their subject-matter.

They bave been made not only in recognition of the growing discon-
tent with the selections in the olider readers, but alsc with an approciation
of the value of the eduentional f¥atlures which many of those readers con-
tained. ‘Their chief points of divergenen from other new books, there-
fore, are their cholee of subject-matier and their conservatism in method,

A greal copsidevstion governing the cheice of all the selections has
been that they shall interest children. The difficulty of learning to read
iz minimized when the interest is aromsed.

Seliool readers, which supply almost the caly reading of many chil-
dren, should stimulate & taste for good literatore and swaken interest in
& wide range of subjects,

In the Graded Literature Headers good literatore has been presented
as early as possible, and the clessle tales and fables, to which constant
allusion 13 made in litersture and Juily 1fe, are lavgely nsed,

Kature study has received due attention, The lessons on sefentific sub-
jects, though necetsarily simple at first, preserve always a striet soouracy.

The careful drawings of plants aml animals, and the illustrations In
eolor—many of them photogeaphs from natore—wlll be attractive to
the pupil and helpful In connection with nature study,

No expense has heen sparsd to maintain s high stendard in the llos
trations, and excellent engravings of masterpieces are given throughoat
the saries with a view to quickening appreciation of the best in art.

These books have been prepared with the hearly svmpathy and very
practical sssistance of many distinguished educators in diferent parts of
the country, including soms of the most eoceesaful taschers of reading in
primary, intermediate, and advanced grades,

Thanks are due to the following for their courteous permission to nse
copyrighted material in this bock: to Mes. Julls C. R. Dorr, for the story,
4 How Lulu Got Lost™; to The Educational Publishing Co,, for Miss Back-
with's story, **The Boy who Hated Trees *; and to Messrs. E. Plon, Noor-
rit et Cie., for permission to reproduce M. Boutet de Monvel's illnstrations
for La Fontaine's fables, '



- INTRODUCTION

The Third Reader marks a further development of the
plan on which the fivet two books of the Series are based.
The general character of it snbject-matter is the same as
that of the Second Reader, but the pupil’s inoreased vocabu-
lary and greater facility in reading make possible a wider
choice of literature,

The stories of child life are of a pure and wholeeome
influence, but in none of them Las the pupil's interest in the
story been sacrificed by the inzertion of an obtrusive moral.
The fairy storiea will be found stimulating to the imagination,
and it is believed that they will lend to an appreciation of
what is permaneatly good in literature, A few of the Greek
classic stories are slso given. Tlese are well adapted toa
child’s compreliension and give an early familiarity with
themes constantly recurring in literature and art.

In this book, as in the Hecond Rewder, word liste and
langnage and phonetic exercises are provided in abundsanes.
It will be noticed, however, that in the lists of new words ot
the head of the lessona those of tha simplest phonic constroc-
tion are omitted,

The primary purpose of a reading book is to give pupils
the mastery of the printed page, but-throngh oral reading it
also becomes a source of valuable training of the voeal organa.
Almost every one finda pleasure in listening to good reading.
Many feel thut the power to give this pleasure comes only ns
a natnral gift, but an analysis of the art shows thut with
practice any normal child mny nequire it. The qualities
which are essential to good oral reading may be congidered in
three groups :

Firet—An agressble voice snd clear articulation, whieh,
althongh poseeesed by many children naturally, may also be
caltivated.
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Second—Correct infloction and vmphasis, with that due
regard for rhetorical pauses which will appear whenever a
child fully understands what he iz reading and is sufficiently
interested in it to lose liis self-conscionsness,

Third—Proper pronunciation, which ean be sequired only
by ussociation or by direct teaching.

Clear articulation implies aceurate utterance of ench syl-
lable and & distinct termination of one ayllable before another
is begun.

Frequent drill on'pronunciation and articolation before or
after the reading lesson will be found profitable in teaching
the proper pronunciation of new words mnd in overcoming
funlty Labita of speech.

Attention should be called to the omission of unaccented
syliubles in such words as hisfory (unot hisiry), valuable (not
valuble), and to the substitotion of und for end, ¢d for od, iss
for ess, unce for ence, in for {ng, in such words as moment,
delighted, goodness, senfence, walking, Puapils should also
learn to make such distinetions ae appenr between % long, as
in dudy, and wafter r, asin rude ; between ¢ as in figf, gas in
Jar, and a a8 in asf,

The sbove hints are suggestive only. The experienced
teacher will deviss for hersell exercises fitting special cases
which arise in lier own work. It will be found that the Lest
results nre seeured when the intarest of the cluss iz snstained
and when the pupil who is restling alond is made to feel that
it is his personal duty and privilage to aronse and hold this
interest by conveying to his fellow pupils, in an scceptable
manner, the thought presented on the printed page.
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