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PREF ACE.

T Grommar is eent forth in the hope that it may attract the
attention of Bcholurs to an intoresting field of Hellenie Lterature,
which iz alwost cntively nnkmown to British Students.  All thas
the ﬂqmpile‘r had to do wis to ke five or smx of the modern
Groek Grommars, extract what was peculisr to the modern Greek,
and present it in as condensed a form as possible, ‘The Classical
Student a (hug seved time and expense ; for modern Greek Gran-
méars mecgsearily cootuin & great deal of tmatter with which he is
already scquainied.  The present Grammar, too, might have been
compressed nto mmaller dimensions, if those irregu]aritjea! which
are now banished aliogether from the written longusge, had heen
omitted, But &5 one of the most interesting departments of b=
darn Greak literaturs i the Ballad postry, and sx the changes
which characterise modern Greek form s part of the history of the
(reek lanpuage, for the benefit alro of travellers in Greces wish-
ing to converss with the eommon people, I have piven & copious
it of the populsr varialions. Thie is the wmore needed, that
Corpe’s Modern Greek Grsmmar, though otherwise very good,
is here remarkably deficient.

In regard to the part of thiz Grammor which relates to the com-

parison of andent with modern Greek, I have been left mlmost
A
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entirely to my own resources, not baving seen the (Eolo-Doric
Grammar of Christopoulos, mor the Grammar of Bamvas, The
Grammars which I used were—

1. Kovae Muthodes of Father Thomas (Paris, 1709}, of which
there was u partial translation by T Robertson, M.D.

2. A Translstion of M, Jules David’s Parallel of the Ancient
and Modern Greek Languages, by Jobn Mitehell, London, 1524,

3, Grammatics Lingue Grwcwm Recentioris, Rom=s, In Col-
legio Urbano, 1837, (By Franz.)

4. An Intreduction to Neo-Hellenic, by Henry Corpe ; Lon-
don, Greombridge & Sons, 1561,

5. The Grammar in Col. T.eake's Eepearches,

T have alsp examined Bophneles’ Modern Greek Grammar, but
had not the book besida me while compiliog,

I have numpa,ml the gtatements of thise Grammars with the
resuliy of my own reading, and with what T have cbscrwed in con-
versation with Greeks whom I met in London, I have also added
a fow things which I «id not find woticed in the Grammars,

In the sketch of Greek literature, I am indebtod—
1. To Col. Leake's Reseprches in Greecu—London, 1514 —

which cootaing a Modern Grealk Grammar, and an sccount of Mo-
dorn Greek Literature, with extracts from seversl of the earlier
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poems, Al honoor to Col, Leakes, for he is the only Englishman
who hes worked properly in this fisld

2. To 2 small Tructate by Alex. Negris, called, ** The Literary
History of Modern Grezce, "

8. To Christian Augnst Brandis's Mittheilungen ilher Griachen-
land. Veols, 1L & IIL

There is also & fist of early modeen Greele wriders 1n Trocange's
Gloow, Med, ob Infimes Graecitatis,

In all vceses where T have pronounced sn opinion on modecn
Greek works, except n the case of Germanos, whose character I
tale from .'E‘|.1-.u.1'1r]ia,j atd Tri-;:::lupi‘a histerioat wur]:, tha reference
to whick in § 15 ixfro, i added by Professor Blackie, I hove read
the books themasclves, or Iarga cxtracts,

Bome say that modern Greek iz quite different from ancient,
Let such devota an hour or bwo to this Grammar, and then giw:
jodgment. It i& really astontshing to notiee the nmmber of formg
which, differing from Attie Greek, coincids with the proper forins
88 seen in Terba in g or o Sanscrt.  Altogether, tliere are eIy
few forms that do net find their parallel in the ancient langua.ge_
A to words, there is no doubt that the langoaze was eorrupted
by intermixtures ; but thesa forviga elements have been rystema-
tically expelled ; and now I think it moy be eald with truth, that
there is not & purer languame in Furope, For, owing to the flexi.
bility and eeope of the language, every new idea which this pro-
gressive age creates, and which, whea transplanted into such an-
guages as English and French, or even German, retains the form
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(sometimes Greek, as phonography) given it in its birthplace,
clothed with 8 Greek dress on its reaching & Greek mind.  Thas,
for o steam-boat they have druirhonv; for & railway-carriage,
drpapale ; for a balloon, depdsrare § for a toilette, zaddurriper;
for daguerreotype, fArderieia, &e,

Apart from its excelloncles as & langoege, modern Greck de-
serves the enrcful study of the Scholar. It aboonds in illostra-s
tions of the Classic Writers, and slready, though very little has
been done, several words, such as Swleyw, to get into the open sea;
in Xenophon's Hellenica, have been explained by its help. A
knowledge of it is also of the utmost importance to Greek etymolo-
gists, and it bas been used for etymological and Jexical purposes,
thongh sparingly, by Pott, Donaldsom, Liddel and Beott, and
others.

It is the Theologian, however, who will find the greatest help
in modern Greck. And the remson is chvious, The present
langnage of the Greelm is the resnlt of oral tradition, and is there-
fore & representative of tha ascient conversatiopat dislect of the
(7reck people. Accordingly, it containe many ancient forms, just
88 we find in Beottish or in some of the disleets of the counties of
England, worda and expressions ocrurring in Shakespers, but now
obaclete in written English, It also containa numerous Dore,
(Eolic, and Tonbe, s well as Attie forms ; a8 might have bren ex-
pected, for there is not the elightest repson to supposa thaf the
Attie wua the conversationsl dialect of any bt the smallest por-
tion of the Greeks, MWow, on looking over the field of Greek
literature, the remains of the mse of = cooversational dialect gre
to be found principally in Homer, the comic poets, and the
writers of the New Testament; and accordingly modern Greek
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besrs most anology to these.  Thus, for instance, the form
derayus it common to Homer, the New Testament, and modern
Greek, DBut as the diglect of the New Testament i3 neareat in
time to the Neo-Hellenie, it resembles the Neo-Hellems in the
greatest pumber of points.  [E, too, takes forms from almost all
diplects, as dpiwiros, &o  (See Winer, Gram, § 4.) It abounds
in verba which insert & ¥ after the yowel, na ddAediw for dihioeda,
And even partieular expressions, such as &b prig, at once; are
commen both to Hellemistic and Neo-Hellanss, Thare are alss
multitudes of words peculiar to these two disleets.  Of the similar
grammatical formp, nomerous instances are given in this Grammar,
but the passages qooted might have heen multiplied indefinibely.
A vast deal hes yet to be done in illustrating the New Testa-
mist dislect from modem Gml:.; and I bave oo hemtation 1m ax=
serting, that oext to & knowledge of Aramwan, perheps before it,
the most easentizl requisite to a proper comprebension of the
New Teatament dialect, is a thorough sequaintabes with the pee-
sent langoage of the Greeks.

It may ba remarked also, that modern Greek i now heginning
to receive that sttention which it deserves. Panningtun makea
use of it in his Book on (Greek Froounciation ; Professor Blackie
hss gone till farther into the watter in his * Pronomcistion of
Greek ;" and the Athensum {on orpe’s Grammar), sod the
Times (on Tricoupia’s Greek Eevolution), hove prosounced fa-
vourshly on the lunguage. 5o that we may confidently hope
that the time will soon come when no man o be prongunced
a Greek scholar, who is not master of Neo-Hellenic, and when
that languape will be tanght in cur schools and colleges.  Conti-
rental Scholars in this as in wany other matters, have gone fur
abeadl of us, Mapy Germans, sach a3 Boss, Brandis, Thiersel



