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PREFACE.

TeE auther of the following ﬁgil.ii;a rhymes has leng been a
truant from the “lsurelled walks of literature,” and now, in the
antumnal glosming of life, like Rip Van Winkle from his mountzin
slumber, he eomes onee more among the hnonts of men, with antique
acevutrements and forgotten phrascology, to eaquire of wonderiog
old friends and neighbers—whother this buay werkd stands whers it
did = In his hot youth, when George the Third was Ki]‘:r.g?"

To the query, *Why bes the asethor written in the Seoltish
dialect ¥ he grat only reply, it s his mother tenme—the languagy
spoken by Seott, and wung by Buras, With its Dorie musiv, all"his
earliest and desrest asscelations arc intertwined, Tis meludies Tulla-
bied his infaney ; and will, he trust, contribute their share in leanguil-
lizing his parting hour. It was thus the twig was bent—thus the
troe was Inclined—and thos must it eventually fall

The faet, that the anthor has apant the last thirly yoars of hix il
in what wos wont to e ealled the far West, will be apology enough
for the few pivees on Amorbean subjoets at the eloso of the volume;
and, with this siople avewal, he, In law paclonee, toill rest his case,

Ta the fricods whe on this ceeasion have formed ¢ squere around
him, what ean he offer but the warm and spontancons thanks of a

" glowing heart—whoso ecarnest wish is, that they may individually

realiza the pleasures their generons repard hos so decply conforred
on him-—and 30
8T each and all a kind good night,”
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THE TWA MAIDENs AND THEIR MEN,

FIRST MAIDEN.

“1Ir Heaven a dranght of heavenly nleasnre spars.
O cordizl in ik malanchely vale,
"Tia when a Fotilial, 1eyit, madesl i
It other’s arme, braatle col ihe tander fals,
Bepeath the mifk.white thorn that scents the evealog gale."

SLowW o'er a sky, young May had dreat,
The glow o 11‘1_‘_g.r was gathering west,
Where darkly 'zainst the deepening clare
Roso the rough ruins o' St Clair.

1t was an eve that grief had chose,
When time bad masier'd half her woes,
To give to sorrow's mellowing dve,

A scanter tear, a solter sigh,

Nor was it fitted less

For love's delicions tenderness;—

The very whisperings o' the gale
Seem'd soften'd for a lover's tale,

When down the lane young Maggie's gane
Wi’ step a8 she were dancing,
Her rosy cheek, like ¢'ening's streak,
Like stars her ¢'en are glancing,
2



