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Tie CorTure oF FLowens is ane of the few plessures that
improves  alike the mind and he Feart, and makes every wue
lower of these beawtiful ereations of Infinite Love wiser and porer

anl neller. Tt teaches indosiey, o
plant and sew in hope, and patently waic with faith in the min-
e prenmize (hat larvesd shall never fail. It is a pleasyre thal

ienee, it and hope,  We

Drings tp paim. 3 swest withowl g seare,  Trae, some (&1 o realize
their hopes, but these fatlures are vsually partizl, never embareassing,
and are anly suchoas teaely s le stody anore carefully amd oliey more
strictly natnee’s beaotifl lsws,  Thaos we pain, firsd, wisdom, ard then
snecess as the results even of our failures. 1 have emdeavored o a
plain and pleasane way ta give sonwe soggestions on the philosophy of
veotstion thal I think will prove wvaluable. revenling the cawses of
past failures and insoring future suceess.  Indeed, T have endesvorcd
i the pagres of the FLOWERR (rarDEN o mpke the subject o plain a¢
to remder failore next to dmpessible, and success almost certain.
Experience, however, §s thegreat teacher, The Book of nature is open,

bt s svymderti] Deanties aawd inysteres are revealed only to the careful
student.  Hvery species of plants has peculiaritics whick must he
studied, and while we ean give a few penern] prAnciples we can fordsh nothing that will compen-
sate fur the pleasure and profit to be derived from work and study in the garden.  Ahove all
lhing!-'. we caniion our reailers ngnil.hl nvee-conlidenee, No ume has less confidence o his own
skill and knowledge than the experienced mardener.  Every senson e seeks for new fces ; every
venr adds to his storeof knowledge,  Dhinot, fora moment, think that the purchase of o fow sceids
and the pn.'l'l.I.'-sJ of any work on Nower culture will make o lors?,  The

sk of a dome stors

and & modical Bheaey will not make o physician, nor does the possession of paints and canvas
constitute an artist,  To heeome skillful in any an roguires hoth stody and practive, and this is
especially true where we have ta deal with nataee's laws,  The study of Agreslore and Horti-
culivre has engugerd the attention of the wisest from the earliest apes, anid ret what wonderful
discoveries and improvements have we witnessed in our own day; and we are sl learne

Let ws all prafit by the lessons of the past and become every year belter prepared for the dutics
and responsibilittes of life, more ftled o conquer its evils and enjoy its pleasures — learn 1o
phant more carefully and reap a richer haevest of pleasure and profil.



SUCCESS IN FLOWER CULTURE.

There = grest plensure in success, while failure canses disappointment and pain. Tt would
aftord me pleasuee 10 teach every one how to sncceed in every case in one chort lessan, but this
my ol bee A litde difficalty in its attainment sweklens suceess, and of this sweetness cultivators
wsually have a full shace, for they eften have 1o contend against wafavorable wenther, insect
gncmics, and a host of adverse circumstanees,  The most skillful semetimes obtoin snccess at
constderalde eost of labor and gaiience, while Filures are more ecmmon than weleome,  Many
of my readers are of lmited experionce, some of them just commencing 1o love and caltivate
fieers, and while a few fail, I feel surprised and pratified at the very peneeal success—a lile
prowd, perhaps, at baving done samething to train up an army of suceessfol foriss all over our
happy land, the fruit= of whose peaceful labar heautify every landscape nml perfume every breeze.
I have endeavored 1o make this interesting subject so plain that all may onderstand the condi-
tiuna on which siceess in Gordecliure may generally be assueed.,

SELECTION OF SEEDS,

The welection of <eals i an important matter, and en the wisdom of the choice saocess or
fnilure Ly 1|1:pcn-.i. Those who have litla expirience shonld invest memey contiooshy and in
the more hardy and popuolar kinds, such os Asters, Balsams, Stocks, Peminine, Zinnia, &e., with o
few of the more temder kinds, just for irinl,  This advice will sound steange to my old friends
bt these will plesse remember that the wisest knew bat lele once, and cannot now boast
of excess of knowledpe, and that
one-holf my  readers  are young
people, with no  experience, yet
thirsting for knewledge, Tamanxions
to eneanrage this noble army by a
g little snceess rather than to discourage
E them T a Jnrge [ilure, for it s an
army larger and more plorons than
= any thal has ever ravaged the earth
= with fiegand sword, pnd stained s
fair borom with Blood. My desine
to spreasd the love of flowers all aver

RN 0 LT TR thia favared land 55 far greater than
my enre o make a fiw dollacs,  Halla-dozen fovering plants, well cultivated, will give
pleasure, whilé n hunedred neglected, or ill coltivated, will he n souree of pin,

Always be careful 1o get secds suitedd o the purposes for which they are desigoed. I a climber
i desired lo cover a femce or trellis, the Mearning Gilory, the chmbing Nasturtiom, and similar
strong prowing vimes will answer the purpose and give geod Satisfaction; while some of the
mare tender elimbers will not ke likely te come up if planted in such 2 situntion as this, and if
they o happen (o prow, will nol cover the place designed for them, and disnppointment
will be the result, 1If the object 35 a brilliant, showy Ded on the lawn, or in the bonder, the
Petonia, Phlox Deommondsi, Verbena, &c., will meet your wishkes ; while a bed of Mignonetie.
or any of the smaller or less showy dowers, wil! be entirely oot of pluce.  If flowers of taller
growth are desired for a showy bed more in the back.arouml, the Zinnin, the French Marigald,
the Gladioli, &c, are admirably adapted for the prerpose, while somwe very beautiful, low, modest
flowvers would he worthless,  Gmve erroes are sometimes made, anid good fowers gbndemner
merely because they are oot of their proper place.  F have knowa people 10 sow Caleeolaria and
Cineraria, and other very delicute seeds, in the open groand, wet knowing that they require themost
careful treatment in the house, and sometimes wy the skill even of the professional Aorist.

THE 50100 ANTE M5 PREPARATION.

The bed =oil for meost Aowers, and eapeeinlly for voung plants, nned one almost absabotely
uecessary for seed.beds, is a rich, mellow loam, containing so much sand that it will not * hake™
after hard showers. I we kave not such a seil, we must use the best we have, and advaniage must
ba taken of the various plans to ensare the germination of sewls, which we shall deseribe. It is

[




also pseless to oy 1o grow good Bowers ana peor, ora hard, unbroken seil, or in a bed choked with
weeds.  In either ¢ase the tlants bocome dwasled, arrive at. maturity oo early, and Aower and

= a good

ripem their seeds before they have attained half fheir satemal stee, and about the t
le sand, ar

robast plant would be forming its buds,  Such a soil can be much improved by a
aches and manure, and By pretty constant working., It must not, however, be handled when oo
wet, Always drain the fiower garden 40 that no water will be oo or near the surface.

SOWING SEED,

This is a very important matter, and sne in which the voung fodst §s the mest lkely 1o
fail, Some ald and professional Aorists make sad work in stacting seeds, for koowiedee &5 o
oply necessary, hut care and attention.
COmie  famroe " may muin & whole sowing
of the choicest seeila, (OF coure, there
are tome kinds of seeds that are robusc
and will grow, no matter how ther are
| treated, just as our wissds grow and shrive
“under ill treatment; but wthers require

BOK HAND-OLASE, SOUARE MANTOLASS.
kind and proper treatment, just as almost everything desirable does in the 2nimal aswell as in the
veretable kingdom. Many seem to think that seeds will grow anywhere and onder any eircum-
stanges,  They haveseen the farmer make a hole and throw in the com, and in o linle while &t
was up and growing vigorously s they have learned that the seeds of oor native drees and weeds
grow without planting and care; and from these facts they get the idea that it i= of little conze-
quence how or where seeds are sown, so that they are in the ground.  But these should
consider that the seeds used by the farmer are wsualiy larger and produde stronger and more
robnst plants than those of the florist, and thus are enabled 1o bear more hardships and to live
utider more unfavorable circumstances,
Seill, farmers are fase learning thar the
hetter they propare the ground, the more
carcfiilly they sow their seed, and the
more they study the mature and wants
of the plants they cultivare, the better
the crops,  Another fact should be
rememberal — that not one seed in o g
thousamd matared by our forest trees
and -shrubs, produces a living plans, =
We cannot afford to Pmt'haie urntly SEETE FROTECTEN TV GLARS BELLS,
seeds and Jose such o large proportion, which would be the resole if we should plant in the
same manner.  Clor weeds are prolific; very tenacious of life, and able w0 propagate cthemeelves
under the meost unfavorable clircumstances; otherwize they would pot be penerally known as
weeds, Moz of cor troublesome weerds are of forcim origin, the seeds heing brought here by
accident.  The larger part thus introduced have lived for o tepson and perished annoticed, while
the kardies became naturalized, T the florin would be satisfied with only the most hardy and
prolific flawers, sueh 2s would take care of themselves, then he might pursoe o careles system
of planting and cultivation. aod fll his grounds with Dandelions and Popples; but he craves

fiowers that are net natvral to our climate —those tha

flourish imwarmer climes and under more penial skies —

their dazzhing beauty, their deliciows frugrance, must he

— securel ot almost any cost of time and labor, This {s well;

hut having made up oar minds to possess the treasures, we

must pey the price— we toust stuids their Iabits and trent

PEOTECTED BY POTS. them  accordingle,  None need feel alarmed at these

remarks, or think themselves ingampetent 1o the charge of such choice plants without hot-beds,

greco-houses and professional pardeners.  We have known lndies, who, with bt linle preten-

sions, equaled the most distingnished fluctsts.  There seemed (o be magic in their fingers, and

everything they touched flowrished. 1t s true that a hot-bed, il properly managed, s of grex
aid in effecting the germimation of seeds, and it &5 well 2]l should kbow why this = =0,
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LCAUSES OF FAILURE.

In the first plage, however, we wiil examine rensons why seeds often fafl to prow.  1f seeds
wre planted foo deep, they either rot in the damp, cold ecrh, for the wane of warmth niecesary 1o
their germination; or, afier their germinacion, perish before the tender shoots can resch the sus
aind oir; and thus that which was designed for their noonshment proves their grave,

If the soll is a s0F cfay, it is often too cold at the time the seeds are planted to effect their
germipation ; for it must be enderstond that sermet® and mofsfure are necessary io the germinme
tion of seeds,  Neither of these will do alene. Seels may he kept in o warm, dry room, in
ibry sand or earth, and they will not frow., They may
e placed in damp earth, and kept ina low lempers-
 tre, and they will most [ikely rot, though some seeds
will remain dormant a Jong time wider these cirenm-
= stances. Bl place them in maist eanh, in 8 warm

room, and they will commenee growth at once.  In-
deed, if seeds hevome damp in a cold store-room they
rot, while if the room i warm they perminate, and
= thus become ruined, so that scedumen have to exer-
ARRNG WRDTECEAD M- LATH MM ciée preal care in keeping their seeds well afred and
dry, This aceounts for the  sprouting™ or * prowing'' of whest in the sheaf, when the weather
iy warm and showeey at harvest time, and shows why feemers are w0 anxions for good harvest
weather, sothat they may secure their geain perfectly dry.  Anether difficulty with a heavy soil
is that it becomes hard oo the surfaee, and this prevents the ¥oung piants from * goming up ;™
or, if, during showery weather, they happen to get above the surface; they bécome Tocked ing and
make but little advancement, unless the cultivator is careful w keep the crust well broken ; and
in doing this the young plants are often desiroyed.

I seeids are sown in rosged, funesy prosd, a partion will be buried nnder the clods, and will
never grow ) and many that start, not finding a fit seil for their tender roos, will perish, A few
may esenpe these difficulties, and Aourish.

Adl of the foregoing enses show good reason for Milure, bot there is one cause which is not so
apparcnt.  The soil, we will suppose, is well prepared, fine as it ean be made, and of that loamy
ur sandy character hest fitted for smapll seeds.  We will suppose, toa, that the seeds were sown
on the surface, with a litle earth sifted over them, and that this was not done aniil the weason
was 50 far advanced as to furnish dhe warnith necessacy 1o secure vegetation.  Under these very
favorable circomstances many sceds will grow ; and if the weather is both warm and showery,
vary few will fofl,  Bul if, as s very common at the season
of the vear when we sow our seeds, we have @ soccession of
cold rin storms, many of the moee temler Kinds will perish,
A night's frost will ruin many more.  If, however, the
weather shoold prove warm and sithout showers, the sue-
fnce will become very dry, and the seeds, having so slight HEEDS GROWING 1N FOTE.

o covering, will be dred up and perish as soon as they geeminate, and berore the rons aitain
sufficient stze and strengih o po down o search of molsture.  OF course, the finer and
more delicate seeds, and those natueal ooa more Byverable chimate, seffer most,

HOT-BED:S ANTD COLD-FRAMES.

It is to overcome the evils above soggested that hot-beds are oseful. By being protected at
the sides and ends with hoards, and covered with glass, they ¢ontine the mosture which arises
from the earth, and thus the atmosphere 5 kept homid awd the surface molst, and the plants are
not subjected 1o changes of temperatize, ns o uniform siate ean be maintuined no matter what
the weather may T, ‘The bottom heat of the hot-bed warme the soil, and enables the grower to
putin his seed early, and ohtain plants of good size hefore the soil outside i warm enoogh
reccive the seed,  Care, however, is required w prevent scorching the yoong planis.  In
biright days the heat @ intense inside the frame, and ooless air is freely given, or some
course taken to ohstroct the rays of the sun, most likely o great portion of the plms will be
mined,  Seme time since, T wns enlled to exambie a hot-bed, as (he seeds planted did not grow,
when I found they had heen all burned op, except o fow along the edjpes that were shaded




by the sides and ends of the frame,  Whes the sun pets pretty warmn, give the glass a thin cont
of whitewash,  This gives o little shade, and, with some air during the middle of bright days,
will make all safe. The Aos-ded ts made by forming a pile of horse manore with the siraw wsed
for bedding, or leaves, some three feet in height.  Shake all together; so that straw and manore
will be equally mixed. Tt may be stnk in the groond 4 foot or eizhieen inches; or made on the
sarface.  (in this place abouot five Inches of good mellow sail.  Then set the frame and keep it
chosed unti] fermentation takes place and the soil is quite warm, It s better to walt o day or
two after this, and then sow the seeds,  The principal advantages of 1 hat-bed ean be secured
by what is ealled n colid-frame,  This i5 kimply a hot-bed frams, with sash, as shown in the
engraving, placed upen a bed of fing, mellow earth, in some sheltered place in the garden, Ry
the exclosion of air and the admission of =un, the eanh becomes warm, and the mopisture Iy
confined, as in the hot-hed.  Afier the frame is secured im jis
place, n couple of inches of fine earth should be placed inside,
and the (rame closed wp for a day or 1wo before the seeds are
planted. A& the cold-frame depends upan the sun for it
warmth, £ must oot be sarted as soon as the hot-bed, and in
this Jatitude the latter part of April i3 soon enough.  Plants

FOTL YOFARED SURKC 1N ONE il ther b larpe enough for transplanting to (he apen ground
as enon as danger from frost 4 over, and, a5 a general thing, they will be hardier and better able
o endure the shock of transplanting than il grown in a het-bed. A frame of this kind any one
can manage,  Watering occasionally will be necessary; and alr must he given on bright, warm
days.  Shade also §s necessary, These fromes, when so small as to be conveniently moved by
the band, are called Aamaipiazser, A simple frame or box, with a couple of lights of glas on
the top, will enswer a very good purpase, though when small it would be hetter to have the front
of plass, A very good hand-glass is made of o square frame, with a light of glass at each side
and on the tap.  These contrivances, though so simple as to be made by any one handy with
tools, are exceedingly useful, as they prevent the drying of the surfice of the pround, and afford
the plants shelter from sudden changes of the temperature, cold storms and frosty nights=. The
engravings shaw several forms of which they may Le made.  Seeds may be sown in the honse in
pots, &c., bat the greatest difficnlty is that in pats the sotl dries very expidly, and young plants
are apl to suffer. A very good plan is 10 cover the pots with glass, a5 we have shown in the
engraving, removing it occasionaliv for air, &, Where very fine seeds are sown in pets, the
wotering, anless carefully done, generally resulis in great injury. A wet paper placed wver the
top of the pot will afford moisture enooph for the germination of fine seeds. I pots are used
it &5 well to sink them to the rim in a box of mass, or semething of the kind, that will hald
moisture, and prevent the diving of the earh in the pots. A shallsw box may be uwsed to
advantage, sowing the séad earefelly in narrow drills

When these convenicnces are not to be hed, make o bed of light, mellow sail, in o shefiered
siaation in the garden; and as soon as the weather becomes settled, and the proond warm, sou
the seeds, covering them with a little fine earth, and §if very
small sift it vpon them.  Some coe has piven as a rule that
seeds should be covered twice the depch of their own diameter ;
that #5, that o seed one-sixteenth of an inch through should be
covered one-eighth of an inch.  Perhaps that 35 as near correcl [Tsie
asany peneral rule can be.  If the weather should prove dry e
after sowing, it would be well ta cover the beds of very small LA 12 O
seeds with damp moss, or what 38 better, with everpreen bouphs or boards, or something thoe
will nffurd paninl protection feom the sun and wind. + A very good plan 55 to nall lach to a frame,
as shown In the engraving, leaving the ‘open spaces aboul as wide as the Jath.  Seeds do not
require light for their germination, and will grow quite as well in the dark as the light uniil
they are above ground.  Bell-glasses are convenient bath for in-daors or garden usr, only care
must he given to afford plenty of air, especially on Bright days, and shading may e necessary,
An inverted flower pol answers almost 15 pood a porpose, bot when the young plants are up
they will need light, which can be afforded for a few daye, and until the planis are large, by
elevating the pot, as shewn in the engraving.  Tght and air should be furnished as soon ay the
plants are above ground, or they witl hecome weak and pale.  OF course, it s designed that

e




