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THE PEER AND THE PEASANT.

A Play,

IN FIVE ACTB.

BY
ANNA CORA MOWATT,

AUTHOR oF '* pASHION," A COMEDY, ' EVELYN,'' ETO.

“ Ancient Heaven
Extends its arch o'er all, and mocks the span
Of pulaces and dungeons ; where the heart
In its frée beatings 'neath the ooarsest: veat,
Cluims kindred with diviner things than power
Of kingn can raiss or stifle." .
TarLrovmD,

LONDON :
W. NEWBERY, 6, KING STREET, HOLBORN,

1840.




ENTERED AT STATIONERS' HALL.

Notice to Managers.
7 The scfing copyright of this Flay, in Grest Britain, ia the sole

property of W. Warra, Esq., Lessee of the DMarylebone Theatre,
and it cannot he porformed without his written permission. All ap-
plieations to be addressed to the Theatre, New Church Street, London.

ENTERED ACCORDING TO ACT OF CONGRESS, IN THE
YEAR 1849, BY JAMES MOWATT,

Iu ke Clerk's Office of the Disiriet Couri of ihe Sowlhern Disfrici
of New York.

Moties.

t= Mansgers in the United States sre informed that the right to
perform this Play is private property, and the Play eannot be per.
formed without the express written consent of J. MowarT.
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TO

MRS, JOHN H. WILKINS,

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

My pear Mzs. WiLxins,

Allow me to dedicate “ 4rmand” to you—
one of the first and dearest amongst those absent
friends, of whose love I have had such abundant
proofs. I would say to you, as to them, that,
highly as I prize the success with which -
mand ” has been favored before a British public
—that success can never diminish the value of
the enthusiastic greeting the Play received in
my own beloved land. And I beg my country-
men to believe that the ample record of home-
kindnesses dwells ever freshly in my memory.

I am,
My dear Madam,
Respectfully and most affectionately
Yours,
AnNA Cora Mowatr.
Londan, Feb. 22nd, 1849,






INTRODUCTION.

Tre play of drmand; or, the Peer and the Peasant, was
produced at the Park Theatre, New York, September 27th,
1847, and subsequently in Boston, Massschusetts. It
was represented before a London andience, st the Theatre
Royal, Marylebone, January 18th, 1849, and was acted
twenty-one successive nights.

In England, as in America, the indulgence of the
audience towards the production of & woman, and the exer-
tions of the actors, rendered its succeas unequivocal and

Bome slight liberty has been taken in portraying the
character of Lounia XV., who is not rendered so totally and
revoltingly destitute of virtues ns he is described by his-
torians; but I trust the license is & pardonable one.

That Richelien had a daughter, by & secret marriage,
who was brought up in privacy, there is some little autho-
rity for believing, and the fact (if it be one) has already
been made the subject of novels, &e.

The character of Armand has been objected to, ss not



4 INTRODUCTION.

belonging to the reign of Louis XV., but T think historical
records will bear me out in the conclusion, that it was
during his reign that the sceds of the revolution were
sown, and already began to shoot forth in the breasts of
the lower orders. Armand's sentiments are but the fore-
shadowing of that revolution.

My acknowledgments are due and cheerfully paid to
Mr. Warrs, the Manager of the Marylebone Theatre, for
the liberality evinced in putiting the play upon the stage,
and in all his other urungnmit:—tn Mr. DavEnPoRT,
for his impressive and spirited impersonation of the cha-
racter of Armand—to the Ladies and Gentlemen of the
company, for the heartiness with which they, one and all,
contributed their exertions, and to the scenic Artist, for
the admirable manner in which his labours were exeented.
1 acknowledge with pleasure that to the united efforts of
these parties the play was largely indebted for its success.

A.C. M.

Londom, February 22nd, 1848,
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