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PREFACE.

It was found by the Guild of 4 Eempis that, while the
“ Imitation of Christ” was a mine of deeply religious and
practical thonght, suitably arranged for responsive read-
ing, it yet contained much which was addressed directly to
the monastic life of the time in which it was written, Tt
seemed highly desirable, therefore, to select and arrange
such verses as should form a series of serviees applicable
to present needs. To this end the * Imitation ' has been
frealy used. (ther selections have been made to complete
these simple serviees, and it is believed that, while this
little book will be found of much value in the home, it
will most of all supply & much-felt need among the young
people’s religious societies of the present day.

L. G W.

NOTICE.

AT poerages In dtafics are to be read in wndson; all other pasaages
by the one who conducts the serviee.






Ficst Berbice.

——

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty, which was and
which is and which is to comes.

O Light Eternal, transcending a!l created lights, dart Thy
bright beams from above, and penetrate the inmost recesses of
my heart.

Cleanse, gladden, hrighten, end enlfven my spirit with olf is powers,
ihat I may cleave to Thee with ecstasies of jay.

0, when shall that blessed and longed-for hour arrive, when
Thou wilt satiafy me with Thy Presence, and be lo me All in all.

Erntil thiz i3 granted fo me, my joy will nat he_full,

Thou makest ns to think well of all, snd to praise Thes in all
cireumstances ; and nothing without Thee can afford any lasting
Pleasure; but if any thing is to be plessant and delightful, Thy
grace must accompany it, and Thy wisdom must impart a relish
to it

This i¢ my kope and my enly conselation, fo fy o Thee in erery
trouble, to trist i Thee, to call upon Thee fram my inmost heart, and
to wail patiently for Thy comsolation,

“ Assist me, O God, in this my good purpose, and in Thy Holy
Service; aud grant that this day I may begin perfectly, for that
which I have hitherto been able to earry out is as nothing."

My son, hear My worda; My words are woat sweet, surpassing
all the knowledge of the philomophers and wise men of the world.

My wordy are spirit and life, and are nat to be weighed by man's
understanding. Neither are they fo draw ws lo a wain complacency,




2 FIRST SERVICE.

but they are to he heard in silence, and lo be received with afl Towlines
and with great affection.

And [ said, © Bleased is the man whor Thou chaatenest, O Lord,
ard teacheat him out of Thy law : that Thou mayest give him rest
from the days of adversity, and that he may not ba desolate in the
carth."

e saith the Lord —have taught the propleis from the beginming,
and aven now I de not cease (o speak to all; bul many have herdened
thetr hearts, and are deaf toa My voice,

Many would rather listen to the world than to God, and more
readily follow the desires of the flesh than the Will of God.

That which is valueleas is sought after; for one coin spmetimes
there iz a disgraceful litigation ; for a trifling thing and w alight
promise men shrink not from fatigue day und night.

B, alas! for a changelssr good, for an inestimable reward, for the
Righest homowr, and eternal glory, they spon grow weary even with a
nery [ittle labour. :

Blugh, therefore, (¥ slothful and complaining servant, that those
are found more ready to labour for death than you for life

They refoice more tn vanity than you do it the druth.

Sometimes, indeed, they fall to realise their hopes; but My
promise never fails, nor sends him empty away who trusts in Me.

What [ have promised, & will grant; what I kove said, T will fulfil;
if enly o man abides in My love — faithful fs the end.

T am the Bewarder of all who are good, and the Mighty Prover
ol all wha are devont.

Write My words on your heert, and meditate ditigently upon them,
Jor they will be found to be very needful sn Hime of temptatisn,

What you cannct understand when you read, you shall know in
the day of visitation, .

In two ways am I in the habit of vislting My oleel, namely, by tesmp-
tation and by consalation ; and daily £ reqd fo them fwo lessons, one by
rebuling thetr vices, the other by stimulating them 1o advance in virfuss,

Give me strength to resist, patience to sndure, conatancy to per-
BEVErs,



SECOND SERVICE. 3

May I reach
That pureat heaven, be to sther souls
The cop of strength in some great ugony,
Enkindle ganeroos ardor, feed puwe love,
Beget the smiles that have o eroeliy —
Be the pweet preseoce of o good diffused,
And in diffusion, ever more intense,
Bo shall I join the choir invisible,
Whose music is the gladness of the world.

Dur heavenly Futher, we invoke Thy Meswsing wpon ewr lives, Be
thou our Guide io Mgher wisdom, owr Strength tn hours of weaknecs,
aur Hope u.imys, and the obfect of our constant fuitk, And Thine
be the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen,

R A O ——

Zecond  Serbice.

e

Canst thon by searching find out Goed ¥

Canet thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?
It ia high as heaven | whal canst thou do?

Degper than the grave; what canst thou know ?
The measure thereof i3 longer than the earth,

And broader than the sea.

If thou set thine heatt sright, '

And strefeh cut thine hands towards him;

If injquity be in thy hand, put it far away,

And let nof unrighteousness dwell in thy tents;
Surely then shalt thon lift up thy face without spot ;
Yoz, thou shalt be steadfast, sud shalt not fear:
And thy life shall be clearer than the noonday ;
Though there be darkness, it shall e as the morning,
And thon shalt be secure, because there is hope.



