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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

HESE lecturca will not, 1 trust, be found any where

to have left ont of sight scriously, or for long, the
peculiar needs of those for whom they were originally
intended, and to whom they were primarily addressed.
I am conscious indeed, here and there, of a veriain de
parture from my first intention, having been in part
seduged to this by a cireumstanco which I had not in
the least contemplated when 1 obtained permission to
deliver them, by finding, namely, thut T ghomld have
other hearers besides the pupils of the Training School.
Some matter adapted for those rather than for these I
was thus led to introdoce—swhich aflterwards I was un-
willing, in preparing for the press, to remove ; on the
contrary adding 1o it rather, in the hope of obtaining
thus a somewhat wider circle of readers than I could
have hoped, had I more rigidly restricled myself in
the choice of my materials, Yet I should greatly re-
grei to have admitted so much of this as should de-
prive these lectures of their fitness for those whos
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profit in writing and in publishing 1 had mainly in
view, namely, schoolmasters and those preparing to
be such.

Had I known any book entering with any fnlness,
and in @ popular manner, into tho subject-matter of
these pages, and making it its exclugive theme, I might
still have delivered these loclures, but shonld searvcely
have songht for them a wider audienco than their frat,
gladly leaviug the matter in their hands, whose studics
in language had been {uller and riper than my own.
But abundant and veady to hand as are the materials
for such a book, I did not; while yet it seems to me
thal tho aulyeet iz oneo to which il is beyond measure
desirable that thuir attention, who are teaching, or
shall have heroafter to teach, others shonld be direet-
ed ; so that thoy shall learn to remard Tamruygre s one
of the chiefist organs of their own education and that
of others. Tor I am persnaded thot I have used uo
exaggeration in saying, that for many a young man
* his first discovery that words are living powers, has
been like the dropping of scoles from his eves, like the
acquiring of another sense, or the intreduction into a
new world,"—while vet nll thiz may be indefinitely
deferred, may, indeed, never find place at all, unless
there i3 some one at hand to Lelp for him, and to has
ten the proeess ; and he who o does, will ever after
be esteemed by him as one of his very foremost bene-



PREFACE, 7

factors. Whatever may be Horne Tooke's shorteom:
ings (and they are great), whether in details of ety-
malogy, or in the philosoply of grammar, or in mat-
ters more serious still, vet, with all this, what an epoch
in many a student’s intellertoal life haz been his first
aequaintance with The Diversions of FPurley, And
they wore not among the least of the obligations whick
the yosmg men of our time owed to Coleridge, that he
st often himsclf weighod words in the balances, and so
earuestly preszed upen all with whom his veice went,
for any thing, the profit which they would lind in so
doing. Nor, with the ccrtainty that T am anficipating
much in my little volume, con T refrain from gnoting
gome worils which were not pregent with me during its
composiiion, althongh T wmust have been Guniliar with
them long ago ; wonls which express excellently woell
why il is that these studice profit so mueh, and which
will also explain the motiver which induced me to add
my little contribmtion to their furtherance

“ A language will often be wiser, nol merely than
the vulgar, but even ihan the wiseet of those who speak
it. Deing like amber in its efheacy to eireunlate tho
cleciric spirit of truth, it 15 also like amber in embalm-
ing and preserving tho relics of ancient wisdom, al-
thongh one i3 not seldom mzzled to decipher its con-
tents,  Bometimes it locks up truths which were once
well known, but which, in the course of ages, have



