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- PREFACE.

Tug volume now offered to the public is intended to
furnish the pupil his first lessons in Latin. As an Ele-
mentary Drill-book, it aims tc supply a want long folt in
our schools. In no stage of a course of classical study is
Jjudicious instructicn of more vital tmportance than in that
which deals with the forms and elementa of the Latin lan-
guage. To the beginner, every thing is new, and requires
minute and careful illustration. He must at the very ont-
set become so familiar with all the grammatical inflections,
with their exact form and force, that he will recognize
them with promptoess and certainty wherever they oceur,
He must not loge time in uncertain conjecture, where posi-
tive knowledge alone will be of any real value, Improve-
ment on this point iz one of the pressing needs of our
schools. This volame is intended as a contribution to
classical education in aid of this particunlar work, It aims
to Jighten the burden of the teacher in elementary drill,
and to aid him in grounding his pupils in the first ele-
ments of the Latin langnage,

It is the vomistakable verdiet of the class-room, that
theory and practice must not be separated in the study of
langusge. The true method of inetroction will make am-
ple provision for both. On the one hand, the pupil must,
by a vigorous use of the memory, become maater of all the'
grammatical forms and rules; while, on the other hand, he
must oot be denied the luxury of using the knowledge
which he is so Iaboriously zoquiring.

To this just and urgent demand of the class-room, the
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iv : FREEFACE,

author's First Latin Book, published fifteen years sinoe, on
the basis of Dr. Arnold’s works, owed its origin. For the
favor with which it waa received, and for the generous
interest with which it has so long been regarded, the author
desires here to expreas his sineere thanks to the numerous
clossical inetroctors whose fidelity in its use has contrib-
uted so largely to its uccess. In the convietion, however,
that it has now dene its appointed work, he begs leave to
offer them the present volume as its successor.

The great objection to most First Latin Books, that,
however excellent they may be in themepelves, they are not
especially adapted to any particular Grammar, and thas
they accordingly fill the memory of the pupil with rules
and statements which must, 88 far ag possible; be anlearned
s goon a8 he pasaes to his Grammar, is entirely obviated
in this volume. All the grammatical portions of 1t, even
to the numbering of the ariicles, are introduced in the
exack form and language of the authors Grammar. In-
deed, the paradigms are ot only the game a8 in the Gram-
mar, but also oceupy the same place on the page; so that
even the local associations which the beginner so readily
forma with the pages of hia first book may be transferred
directly to the Grammar.

This work is intended to be complete in itsslf. It com-
prises a distinct 'catline of Latin Grammar, Exercises for
Double Tranelation, Buggestions to the Learner, Notes and
Voesbulsries. - As an Introduction to the suther's Gram-
mar, Reader and Latin Composition, it discusses and illns-
trates precisely those points which are deemed most essen-
tisl a8 & preparation for the course of study presented in
those works,

FrovipmncE, B, Jone, Lis6.
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