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SALOME

TvE Prrsona oF THE Pravr

AEROD ANTIPAS [Tetrarch of Judes).
JoEANAAN (lhe Prophet}.

THE YOUNG svRial (Captain of the Guard).
TIGELLINTUS {g Young Roman).

A CAPPADOCIAN,

A NTUHIAN.

FIGST SOLGIER.

BRCOND SOLDIER.

THE PAGE OF HERODTAS.

JEWS, NAZARENES, ETC.

A BLAYE.

naanMaN {the Executioner).
BERODIAR (Wife of the Tetrarch),
saromt {Doughter of Herodias).

THE SLAVES OF SALOME,



BALOME

ScexE— A great dervace tn fhe Paloes of weEnoD, eef
above the banqueting-heil. Soms sofdiers are leaning over
the balcony. To the right there iz a gigonbic saircass, lo
the left, at the back, an old cistern surrounded by @ well of
green bronze.  The moon s thindng very brightly.

THE vorxe BYRIAK, How beauwtiful is the Princkss
Salomé to-might!

THE PAGE OF HERODMAS. Look at the moon. How
strange the moon secems| She {5 like a woman rising from
a tomb. She i= ke & dead woman. (ne might fancy
she was looking for dead things. .

THE TOUNG BYRIAN. She has a strange look. She is
like = little princess who wears a yellow veil, and whose
fect are of silver. She is like a princess who has little
white doves for feet. me might fancy she was dancing.

THE PAGE OF HERODIAS. She is like & woman who is
dead. Bhe moves very slowly.

[Naise in the bangueting-hall ]

FIEST 20LDIER. YWhat an uproar! Who are those wild
beasts howling F

sEcoND sOLDIER. The Jews, They are slways like
that. They are disputing about their rcllﬁ]m

FIRST soLDIER. Why do they dispute about their re-
ligion 7

sepconDd sotbier. I cannot tell. They are always
doing it. ‘The Pharisees, for instance, say that there are
angels, and the Sadducees declare that angels do not exist.

FiasT soLDIER. I think it is ridicolous to dispute about
such things.
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2 SALOME

TEE YoUKe BYRIAN. How beautiful is the Prineess
Balomé to-night!

THE PAGE OF HERODIAR. You are glways looking at
her. ¥You look at her too much. Tt is dangerous lo look
at people in such fashion. Something terrible may hap-

en.

B THE TOUNG 8YRIAN. She i3 very beautiful to-night,
FinsT aoLoiwl.  ‘The Tetrarch has a sombre aspect.
SEOOND ROLDTER.  Yeu; he hos a sombre aspect.
rmsT soLpiEr.  He is looking at something.
sEcoND soLpiER. He i= looking at some one.
riesT BoLpiek. At whom iz he locking ?

BECOND BOLBIER. 1 cannot tell.

THE YOUNG 8¥RIAN. How pale the Prineess is!  Never
have T seen her wo pule.  She is like the shadow of a white
roze in a mirror of silver.

THE FAGE OF HEROULAs, You must not lock at her.
You look too much at her.

FmsT S0LDTER. Herodias has flled the cup of the
Tetrarch.

THE carpapocian, I8 that the Queen Herodias, she
who wears a black mitre sewed with pearls, end whose
hair is powdered with blue dust?

FmsT soLDIER. Yes; thet is Herodias, the Tetrarch’s
wife.

" pEcOND BOLDIEX. The Tetrarch is very fond of wine.

He has wine of three sorts. One which is brought from

the Island of Swmothrace, and i= purple like tEe cloak

of Casar.

TAE CAPPADOCIAN. 1 have never geen Comsar.

SECOND SOLDIEH. Another that comes from a town
ealled Cyprus, and is as yellow as gold.

THE CAPPADDCTAN. T love gold.

sEcoND souDIER. And the third is a wine of Sicily.
That wine iz a3 red as blood. '




SALOME 3

THE NUBtAN. The gods of my country are very fond.
Twice in the year we sacrifice to them young men and
maidens; ffty young men and e hundred maidens. But
I am afraid that we never give them guite enough, for
they are very Larsh to us.

THE CAFFADDCIAN. In my country there are no gods
left, The Romans have driven them out. There are
some whe say that they heve hidden themselves in the
mountains, but T do not believe it, Three nights T have
been on the mountains seeking them: everywhere. 1 did
not find them. And at last 1 called them by their names,
and they did nol come. 1 think they are dead.

FIRST SOLDIER. The Jews worship a God that one
cannot see. : :

THE caFPaDoCiar. [ cannot understand that.

¥iasT #0LDIER.  In fact, they only believe in things
that one cannat see.

THE CATPADOCIAN, That seems to me altogether
ridiculous.

THE VOICE OF JGKANAAN. After me shall come ancther
mightier than I. I am pot worthy s much as to gnloose
the letchet of his shoes. When he cometh, the solitary
places shall be glad. They shall blossom like the rose.
The eyes of the blind shall see the day, and the ears of the
deaf shall be opened. The suckling child shall put his
hand upon the dragon's lair, he chall lead the lions by
their manes.

sReoND soLpiEd.  Meke him be silent. He i3 always
saying ridiculous things.

FiesT soLpigk. No, no. He is & holy man. He is
very gentle, too. Ewvery day, when I give him to eat he
thanks me.

THE CAFPADOCIAN. Who is he?

FIRST SOLDIER. A prophet.

THE CAPPADOCIAN. What is his namep



